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U.M. maintains sanctions on Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — The U.N. Security Council 
decided Tuesday to maintain international sanctions against Iraq 
after finding that Baghdad had yet to satisfy diarmament 
demands. Acting Chairman Gerardo Martinez Blanco said follow- 
ing discussions among the council's 15 members that current 
sanctions including a crippling 03 embargo would remain in force. 
Members discussed a letter from the head of a U.N. spetial 
commission on Iraqi disarmament, Rolf Eke us, who gave a 
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positive assessment of Baghdad’s progress in revealing its biologic- 
ne. Baghdad for the first time admitted to having 


al programme. _ ^ 

developed biological weapons after four years of denial but 
officials told Ekeus that these products were destroyed m October 
1990. U.S. Ambassador to the United States Madeleine Albright 
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said Iraq lacked credibility to its approach to disarmament and said 
it still fails way short of fulfilling international demands. She said 
Iraq also had yet to return goods taken from Kuwait, 


account of missing Kuwaitis and end its repression of Kurdish and 
Shiite minorities in the north and south 
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Clinton normalises ties with Vietnam 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — President Bill Clinton said Tuesday the 
United States will normalise relations with Vietnam, closing a 
painful chapter in U-$. history two decades after the end of the 
Vietnam War which bitterly divided the country. “Today I am 
announcing the normalisation of the diplomatic relationship with 
Vietnam,'’ Clinton said in a White House ceremony. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher wii! travel to Vietnam in August to 
discuss ties between the two countries. Clinton said. The White 
House had been preparing the ground for weeks for the decision to 
bestow full diplomatic recognition on its communist former foe, a 
move opposed by some conservative lawmakers and families of 
soldiers missing in action in the Vietnam War. The controversial 
decision is paipculariy delicate for Clinton, who has taken political 
heat for avoiding the draft during the war and actively demonstrat- 
ing against it while studying in London. The Clinton administra- 
tion took the first step toward establishing ties with Vietnam when 
it lifted the U.S. embargo on Feb. 4, 1994, and it advanced the 
process this year by selling up a liaison office in Hanoi. 


Mirror ™ 

! /5 sh , tabkSf; 

f Hurlev £rd ~ r - 
“Kfc.v in 
ome, and y.,-3 
? ihe counted 
affair would 
rai-mmutss |J,* 
aon . e ^ in £ 
“way Mirror J* 

Wy-pjacedso^f 
uder - said ih, •= 

0 split up in ord^, 

Hurley sc-* 
star mod-i — \* 
extreme!; j u 

1 5 

> compan\ - 
the 5t:s n j lh 
>n with Grant. J 
I tn i he hit f* 
s . Md A FuneJ 
what Liz ha, dor-, 
forward 
as already 0n * 
even before r 
indent. ' the ^ 
3ut the two hr ; 
1°. ren ?ain 9 <* 
Meanwnile. Ora 
^eU.S tetaj 

wth h:s fils m 
nts sine* bei r 
with a prostinm 
od. Gran: left 
New York Sum 
r an appe 
Late Show. a ] & 
k shov* hosted bir 
caustic-- ensued i 
who has ^ 
Grant since lie > 
in his ri:kt4 • 
irostitcit Do* 
The 34- •. ear-olc sc 

?d W ! . i 'z C u 

? that carrei ; ^ 
and jail seT.cw 
on. **Lenc p 
with ;r:is on:"' 


Volume 19 Number 5965 


AMMAN WEDNESDAY, JULY 12, 1995, SAFAR 14, 1416 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 


>urce ^v .. 
as sa>:r.£ "r.v; 
ek he ha> ?«a ; 
i subject 
v — e\er> is” it r 
te can ~a»ce : 
W is r-.E..:r.c " 


Centrists seen to sweep municipal elections 


Voting to continue 
in Amman today 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

- Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Early returns 
from Jordan’s first nation- 


- wide municipal elections 
7. showed late Tuesday that 


. centrists and tribal figures 
were headed for victories in 
.'most constituencies. 

Candidates fielded by the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF), 
which withdrew from Zarqa 
elections, won in Karak but 
lost in Amman. 

The elections also saw 
Jordanians electing their first 
woman mayor. 

The turnout was very low 
- in certain areas of the King- 
dom while high in others. 

’ Elections for certain districts 
in the Greater Amman Muni- 
and the Municipality 


four rivals. 

Ahmad Mabadin, an 
Islamist, won the Karak 
mayorship. But Islamists lost 
in Tarek district in the Grea- 
ter Amman Municipality. 
Islamist Hatem Bishtawi, lest 
the battle for mayorship of 
Tarek against Khalil Habar- 
neh, who won 1,079 votes. 

There were no Islamist 
candidates for the six other 
districts in Amman where 
voting ended on Tuesday. 
Voting for the remaining 13 
districts will be held Wednes- 
day. 

Only 20 seats are contested 
in the Greater Amman Muni- 
cipality. The mayor and 20 
other members will be 
appointed by the govern- 
ment. 


dpality 
of Rnsei 


: Ruseifeh were extended to 
Wednesday until the mini- 
mum of 51 per cent of voters 
turned ont to vote. 

Early results showed that 
centrist Hani Khreisat won 
- the mayorship in Salt, cen- 
trist Mohammad Smadi won 
' in Ajloun and Iman Futeimat 
became the first woman 
mayor in Wahadneh. Ms. 
Futeimat, 27, won against 


Three hundred and eight 
candidates contested the 14 
mayoral and council seats in 
Amman Goveraorate. The 
municipalities of the gov- 
ernorate include: Marj 
Ham am, Na’our, Rawda, 
Um Basateen, Umm Qnt- 
tein, Manshiyyeh, ‘Aal, 
Theiban, Abdalieh, Mouaq- 
qar, Maghayer Muhanna, 
Faisaileh, Western Gharbieh, 
Western Rajm Shami and 



Islamists quit Zarqa 
contest ‘in protest’ 


By Beatrix Immenkamp 
and Sa’eda Kilani 


Special to the Jordan Times 


A scene from a voting centre in Tuesday’s municipal elections (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


Nuqeirah. 

fating was also postponed 


iiqeir 
Votii 

in Ruseifeh. Elections will 
start at 7 a.m. on Wednesday 
and last until 5 p.m. Amman 
Governor Talaat Nawayseh 


was quoted by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, as 
saying that ballot boxes will 
be preserved in their places 
and candidates’ representa- 
tives have the right to stay in 


the election centres. 

In Zarqa and Ruseifeh, the 
IAF, the largest party in the 
Kingdom, withdrew from die 
elections. . 

It said in a statement issued 


at 8 p.m. from their head- 
quarters in Amman that the 
withdrawal was limited to 
Zarqa, but issued another 


(Continued on page 7) 


ZARQA — Municipal elec- 
tions in Zarqa were marred 
by accusations and counter- 
accusations between the Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) and 
the government culminating 
in the IAF declaring that is 
was boycotting the elections 
in Jordan’s second largest 
city. 

Zarqa Governor MusTeh 
Tarawneh countered that 
Islamists’ withdrawal was 
illegal and that vote counting 
was scheduled to commence 
on time and the results 
announced accordingly. The 
IAF candidate for mayor, 
head of the Islamic Bloc and 
former mayor Sheikh Yassir 
Omari, was demanding an 
independent investigation 
into the election process from 
the beginning of voter reg- 
istration up to and including 
the elections. 

“The government regrets 
continuous statements by 
IAF leaders in the past few 
weeks accusing the govern- 
ment of interfering in the 
municipal elections on behalf 


of the IAFs opponents,” a 
government statement said. 
Tbe IAF knows very well that 
each step in the election pro- 
cess is governed by law and 
any contest is referred to the 
judiciary,” it said. 

In the Zarqa headquarters 
of the IAF, tempers were 
running high with ' Islamists 
claiming that thousands of 
soldiers clad in civilian 
clothes were brought into 
Zarqa to cast their votes in 
favour of the National Bloc 
beaded by Mustafa Fayad. 
Islamists said that the soldiers 
were not residents of Zarqa, 
but of cities as far away as 
Irbid and Karak. Eyewitnes- 
ses said they saw large num- 
bers of apparently illiterate 
young men asking election 
officials to fill in their ballot 
slips with the names of the 
candidates of the National 
Bloc, portrayed by the IAF 
as being pro-government. 

Other allegations put for- 
ward by leading IAF mem- 
bers assembled at the Zarqa 
headquarters, among them 


Lower House Deputy Bas- 
nkb ‘ 


sam Emoush, Sheikh Omari 
and Mamdouh Muhaisin, a 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Israel, PLO near accord 
on civilian authority 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators 
neared an agreement Tues- 
day on transferring civilian 
authority to Palestinians in 
the West Bank, a Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) negotiator said. 

In seven hours of talks, the 
delegations began drafting an 
accord and expected to con- 
clude a deal in hours. Jamil 
Tarifi, tbe chief PLO dele- 
gate, called the talks “very 
good and positive.” 

“If God wills, tonight we 
will reach a final agreement 
on the eight powers to be 
transferred,” he said. 

Tbe two sides are frying to 
work out a deal on transfer- 
ring authority over compli- 
cated and technical issues like 
munidpai government, agri- 
culture, commerce and indus- 
try, labour, statistics, postal 
services, gas and insurance. 

Water was on die agenda, 
but on Monday an Israeli 
official insisted that Israel 
would retain control over 
most of the West Bank’s wa- 
ter resources even after 
autonomy is established. Mr. 
Tarifi said tbe two sides had 


agreed to delay discussions 
on the topic. 

The Israeli team, headed 
by Major General Oren Sba- 
hor, refused to talk to repor- 
ters before entering tbe talks 
in a downtown hotel. 

The negotiations in Cairo 
are not dealing with the 
tough issues of an Israeli 
troops withdrawal from the 
West Bank, control over 
security and the bolding of 
Palestinian elections. 

Israel and the PLO are 
ready to go to an army base 
near Florence, Italy, for 
those once they get tire go- 
ahead from PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, PLO officials 
said. 

A PLO official who de- 
clined to be identified said 
tire two sides were ready to 
leave on Friday for the talks 
at the rite away from the 
spotlight in an effort to reach 
a July 25 deadline for an 
accord. 

Hass an Abu Libdeh, a 
Palestinian negotiator, said: 

“The Palestinian lead- 
ership did not decide to move 
the talks abroad yet.” 

It was unclear when a deci- 


sion would be taken, or what 
was holding it op. But other 
Palestinian officials said it 
would be taken only after 
U.S. peace envoy Dennis 
Ross, on a Middle East mis- 
sion, met Mr. Arafat in self- 
ruled Gaza late on Wednes- 
day. 

Palestinian peacemaker 
Ahmad Qouriea, in what way 
have been an attempt to keep 
reporters off tbe negotiations 
trail, declined even to con- 
firm that Italy would host the 
talks. 

“There are no decisions on 
anything as of yet,” Mr. 
Qouriea told Israel Radio. 

On Monday night, Mr. 
Ross said Israel and the PLO 
were racing to seal a peace 
deal to widen Palestinian self- 
rule beyond Gaza and 
Jericho to more of the West 
Bank. . 

Italy said on Monday it 
would host the talks, offering 
a new venae at a secret loca- 
tion away from the media 
spotlight, just as Norway 
hosted the clandestine meet- 
ings in Oslo which led to the 


(Continued on page 7) 


Serbs seize Srebrenica 


despite NATO air strikes 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serb forces overran 
the U.N.-protected town of 
Srebrenica on Tuesday, de- 
fying North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) war- 
planes which struck at them 
twice. 

Thousands of Muslims 
were reported fleeing the 
town, heart of a U.N. “safe 
area”. The United Nations 
said 1,000 to 1,500 Serb 
troops had moved into and 
around Srebrenica and 
peacekeepers had been 
forced to pull back. 

“We think the Serbs are in 
effective control of the 
town,” said U.N. spokesman 
Jim Landale. 

U.N. officials said two 
NATO air strikes had 
targeted and Serb tanks 
which were part of a column 
attacking the government- 
held town in the safe area. 
These were no initial reports 
on casualties. 

- Tbe strikes were the first 
launched in NATO since 
May, when its air attacks 
provoked Bosnian Serb 
Forces to face nearly 400 
peacekeepers hostage. 

U.N. commanders called 
in the NATO planes this time 


to protect the Dutch soldiers 
after die Serbs ignored warn- 
ings to halt their offensive 
a gains t Srebrenica. 

President Bill Clinton told 
reporters in Washington he 
supported the attacks by 
NATO. 

U.S. Admiral Leighton 
Smith, commanding NATO’s 
southern forces, told CNN 
television live at around 1345 
GMT: “We have had several 
sections of aircraft operating 
to the last hour or so and we 
have others lined up ready to 
go in to resist' tbe United 
Nations people.” 

But a few hours later U.N. 
spokesman Chris Gunners in 
Zagreb told Renters: “We 
assess that 1,000 to 1.500 
Bosnian Serb troops have 
now moved up into and 
around the town of Srebreni- 


said the 
tion had 
late.” 


reac- 
ted little, too 


The Dutch soldiers, he 
said, “are brave men but a 
couple of hundred soldiers 
cannot do much more. 
NATO may have destroyed 
one tank but the Serbs can 
afford te lose a tank every 
now and again. It’s a total 
failure.” 


U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said he was 
“outraged” over the attack 
by Bosnian Serbs on the 
Dutch troops and he ques- 
tioned whether U.N. forces 
could remain in Bosnia. 


“This raises the question as 
to whether the U.N. force 


ca. 


The Dutch 
who abandoned their block- 
ade south of Srebrenica in the 
afternoon were due to form 
another such position near 
their base at Potocari, a U.N. 
spokesman siad. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzzc, while approv- 
ing of the Dutch soldiers' 
attempt to defend the town, 


will be able to stay in Bosnia 
to perform die humanitarian 
mission,” Mr. Perry told 
CNN. 


When asked how tbe fall of 
Srebrenica might affect U.S. 
involvement in Bosnia, Mr. 
Peny replied. “NATO stands 
ready to help. We’ve got 
planes in the air ready to help 
as requested. I can’t com- 
ment much beyond that be- 
cause it is an ongoing opera- 
tion." 


King: Jordan seeks peace that will transform lives 


AMJdAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Tuesday Jordan was seek- 
ing a warm peace between 
the peoples of the region 
and te have this peace 
translated into projects 
which will positively change 
the lives of people, particu- 
larly die Palestinian people. 

In a lecture delivered at 
the Royal Defence Studies 
College in London, King 
Hussein said the Middle 
East had suffered a lot be- 
cause of the instability 
which prevailed for long as 
a result of the Arab- Israeli 
conflict, the region’s 
strategic location and natu- 
ral resources as well as the 
influence of the cold war. 


He said Jordan moved in 
tbe direction of signing a 
treaty with Israel only after 
the Palestinians signed a 
declaration of principles 
with Israel and recognised 
the Jewish state, adding 
that the Jordanian people 
had their say on the issue in 
a national conference. 

The King said for lasting 
peace in the Middle East 
nas to be just and balanced, 
emphasising that this was 
met by the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty, which 
restored to Jordan its full 
territorial and water rights. 

Noting that Jordan has 
worked hard to resolve all 
outstanding issues in its 
negotiations with Israel be- 


fore signing the treaty, he 
underlined that there are no 
foreign observers deployed 
on the Jordanian-Israeli 
border, the Jewish state’s 
longest with any Arab state, 
ana stressed that this high- 
lights the two countries’ 
keenness to ensuring the 
success of peace between 
them. 

He said the parties in- 
volved in the peace process 
should work seriously at all 
levels to resolve thorny 
issues between them 
throngb “assistance by 
friends in the world.” 

King Hussein affirmed 
that Jordan seeks to achieve 
warm peace with Israel and 
to translate this peace into 


joint projects between the 
two countries, such as de- 


veloping the Jordan Rift 


aping 

Valley, expanding the 


Aqaba international airport 
“ ed Sea- 


and building a Ret 
Dead Sea canal in addition 
to water and agricultural 
projects. 

Expressing comfort over 
the support of the over- 
whelming majority of the 
Jordanian people of the 
peace treaty with Israel, 
King Hussein voiced hope 
that peace will positively 
transform the lives of all the 
peoples of the region, in 
particular the Palestinian 
people. 

The King expressed relief 
over the progress of the 


democratisation process, 
political pluralism and re- 
spect for human rights in 
the Kingdom and added 
that despite the large num- 
ber of political parties in 
Jordan “not all issues were 
discussed in Parliament.” 

He also voiced hope that 
the Armed Forces will be 
reorganised and mod- 
ernise! to continue te carry 
out its role in defending the 
country, the Constitution 
and peace. 

Attending the lecture at 
the Royal Defence Studies 
College were Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Hamzeb 
and Prince Talal as well as 
the Jordanian military 
attache in London. 


Ross seeks to set date for 


new Syria-Israel talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
The U.S. State Department’s 
Middle East coordinator De- 
nnis Ross held intensive talks 
here Tuesday with President 
Hafez Al Assad in a bid to 
push forward Israeli -Syrian 
peace talks. 

The two men met for more 
than four hours as Mr. Ross 
tried to win a commitment 
from Mr. Assad for a date for 
new talks between military 
experts in Washington, diplo- 
mats said. 

Israel’s Amnon Shahak 
met with his Syrian counter- 
part Hikmat Shehabi for 
.three days of talks in 
Washington at the end of 
June. 


there is little time left te 
reach a peace agreement with 
Israel. 

“I think that a picture is 
starting to be drawn in Syria 
that even for them time is 
running out since Syria is 
hastening the process and I 
hope this is what will hap- 
pen," Mr. Peres told Israel 
army radio. 

Israeli leaders have said 
negotiations would have to 
be concluded by the end of 
1995. General elections are 
scheduled for the fall of 1996 
and it would be impossible to 
make difficult decisions in the 
beat of the campaign, they 
have said. 


But the negotiations broke 
up with no agreement on 
security arrangements to 
accompany any Israeli with- 
drawal on the Golan Heights. 

Mr. Assad's spokesman, 
Jubran Kuriehy, said Tues- 


day the president and Mr. 
id dis 


Ross bad discussed “sub- 
jects’* proposed at the 
Washington military talks. 

Mr. Ross also handed over 
a message to Mr. Assad from 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
on the peace process. 

Security arrangements on 
both sides of the border are 
set to include a demilitarisa- 
tion of certain areas, the de- 
ployment of international 
observers and the establish- 
ment of early warning sta- 
tions. 

The latter is a key demand 
by Israel concerned about the 
citizens living in the shadow 
of the strategic plateau which 
overlooks the Sea of Galilee 
and northern Israel. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said Syria is 
beginning to realise that 


There had seemed to be 
progress Monday when Sy- 
rian radio announced for the 
first time that Damascus 
would accept early warning 
stations on its soil provided 
they were not manned by 
Israelis. 

Israel hailed the Syrian 
announcement. 

“It’s interesting news 
which shows a much more 
positive tendency than die 
statements generally made in 
Damascus,” said Itamar 
Rabinovich, Israel’s chief 
negotiator with Syria and 
ambassador in Washington. 

But in an about-turn Tues- 
day the radio rejected any 
form of early warning sta- 
tions on Syrian territory. 

“Syria has always 
announced it would refuse to 
install such stations because 
even the last parcel of land 
has to be returned,” the radio 
said. 

Syria “rejects any formula 
to install them on Syrian 
territory, because peace de- 
pends on a total Israeli with- 
drawal” from the Golan, h 


added. 

A Syrian official said the 
Ross visit was aimed at 
“making tbe two parties 
accept security arrangements 
which would allow discus- 
sions on essential issues such 
as an Israeli withdrawal on 
tbe Golan and tbe modalities 
for peace.” 

Syria is demanding the re- 
turn of all the heights, while 
Israel has so far only offered 
a phased withdrawal to test 
Damascus’ desire for peace 
without outlining the scope. 

Mr. Ross flew in from 
Israel and told reporters: “I 
had good discussions. This 
trip is to follow up on the 
meeting between the two 
chiefs of staff. I am here te 
continue the talks.” 

Tbe U.S. envoy, after 
meeting Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
late Monday, said the would 
aim to build on progress 
achieved in the last round of 
military talks in Washington. 

“We felt that in Washing- 
ton there were very serious 
discussions and indeed the 
launching of a meaningful di- 
alogue,” be said. He was set 
to return to Israel Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Rabin’s spokesman 
Ahza Goren said the Rabin- 
Ross talks also covered the 
renewed tension on Israel’s 
border with Lebanon. 

The prime minister gave 
Mr. Ross a firm message for 
Syria over attacks on north- 
ern Israel by Iranian-backed 
Hizboilah in southern Leba- 
non demanding Damascus 
use its influence to stop the 
rocketing, Israeli radio said. 


(Cootfmied on page 7) 


‘Yeltsin in charge 


despite heart scare’ 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin was rushed to hospital in 
pain on Tuesday after a heart 
problem worsened, but the 
Kremlin said he bad reco- 
vered quickly and was dis- 
charging his duties from the 
hospital ward. 

The 64-year-old Kremlin 
leader, whose shaky health 
has raised doubts over his 
ability to rule Russia, was 
taken to Moscow's central 
clinic for tests after an 
“ischaemic” heat condition 
deteriorated. 

Ischaemia occurs when 
there is an inadequate supply 
of blood, and therefore ox- 
ygen, to an organ or tissue 
due to an obstructed flow of 
blood from an artery. 

“At the present moment ... 
the painful attack has been 
relieved (and) the results of 
an electro-cardiogram are 
normal. No signs of recurr- 
ence of the pain have been 
observed in the past few 
hours,” a statement by his 
press service said. 

The statement said the 
Russian president was not 
confined to his bed and 
would stay in the clinic under 
observation. 

But it added he would con- 
tinue to discharge his duties 
without major changes to his 
schedule. ITAR-TASS news 
agency quoted an unnamed 
Kremlin official as saying 
Yeltsin would go ahead with 
his next major trips — to 
Norway and Murmansk in 
the Russian Arctic from July 
9 to 21. 

Russian financial markets 
were unruffled by the news as 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin , who would 
assume temporary power if 
Mr. Yeltsin died or was indis- 


posed, remained working 
normally at his desk. 

Despite frequent updates 
on Mr. Yeltsin's health, 
many Russians are skeptical 
of all such reports given the 
Soviet legacy of hiding tbe 
obviously foiling health of 
aged leaders. Critics seized 
on news of Mr. Yeltsin's ill- 
ness Tuesday as confirmation 
bis health problems are more 
serious than the Kremlin bas 
let on. 

“Our president doesn't 
govern Russia,” said opposi- 
tion lawmaker Viktor 
Dyuthin, a communist. He 
said he doubts the official 
diagnosis of heart disease, 
and alluded te rumours of 
Mr. Yeltsin's addiction to 
drink: “My sources speak of 
an old illness that destroys 
the liver and kidneys.” 

But Ivan Rybkin, speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, suggested that Mr. 
Yeltsin simply is oveworked, 
and said the president’s ten- 
nis coach “maybe should re- 
duce the load during train- 
ing.” 

Although Mr. Yeltsin's be- 
haviour has grown more erra- 
tic in recent years, the Krem- 
lin has maintained that he is 
fit. Officials say he does suf- 
fer from back and heart trou- 
ble and takes medication for 
blood pressure. 

Mr. Yeltsin reportedly 
continues to play tennis, but 
moves noticeably more stiffly 
and awkwardly these days. 
As late as 1993, he frequently 
waded into crowds to shake 
bands; now his public appear- 
ance are rare and formal. 

His popularity has plum- 
meted, especially since the 
outbreak of war seven, 
months ago in breakaway 
Chechenya. 
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Olmert says Palestinians 
want W. Jerusalem land 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Jerusalem's Israeli 
mayor. Ehud Olmert. ac- 
cused the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Monday of violating agree- 
ments with Israel by trying to 
gain title to a West Jerusalem 
plot slated for a future U.S. 
embassy. 

“Wc have been warning 
for a long time that the 
Palestinian authority is 
methodically infiltrating deep 
into Jerusalem," Mr. Olmert 
said on Israel TV. 

The plot has been men- 
tioned as a possible site for a 
U.S. embassy. Under British 
mandate rule, which ended in 
1948, it was used by the 
British army. 

Waving documents in Ara- 
bic. Mr. Olmert said unspeci- 
fied Arabs claiming the prop- 
erty had granted power of 
attorney to the Palestinian 
autonomy government to sue 
for rights to the land. 

In the past the Islamic 
trust, or Waqf. that adminis- 
ters Muslim holy sites in Jeru- 
salem and the West Bank, 
has claimed ownership of the 
plot. Its size was not im- 
mediately known. 

Some U.S. politicians said 
they would support moving 
the American embassy from 
Tel Aviv to the western part 
of Jerusalem. 

Arab leaders warn such a 
move would harm Washing- 
ton's credibility as an impar- 
tial broker in ’Mideast peace 
talks. Negotiations on the fin- 
al status of the city are to 
begin next year. 

"What is on the agenda is if 
wc want Yasser Arafat, our 
‘friend." to take control not 
only over East Jerusalem, but 
also over the west," Mr. 
Olmen said. 

in a separate interview, the 
mayor said Israel should bet- 
ter justify its hold on East 
Jerusalem by ending years of 
neglect and allocating hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars to 
improve the lot of the city's 
Palestinian residents. 

A municipal report said 
Jerusalem's Palestinian resi- 
dents had insufficient sewage 
and firefighting systems and 
poor school facilities. Gar- 
fcarje i< co lie crioir?^ postal and 
rescue services’, were ham- 
pered by poor roads that 
pteygnt acces j nit said- 

The cost of balancing those 
services to those of Jeru- 
salem's Jewish residents 


would reach 2S0 million 
shekels (S85 million) and 
hundreds of millions of 
shekels more for infrastruc- 
ture. the report said. 

In a reversal of roles, the 
hardline mayor said the 
money should be made avail- 
able and blamed Yitzhak 
Rabin's dovish government 
for denying funding. 

"I said to the finance 
minister on more than one 
occasion that I will give up 
every cent increase in the 
(Jewish) western sector — 
just give me something in the 
eastern sector." Mr. Olmert 
said. "You are the govern- 
ment of peace." 

The results, he said: "No- 
thing." 

Mr. Olmert said the 
appeals for better services by 
hotel owners, merchants and 
others in East Jerusalem 
should be met because they 
implied recognition of Israeli 
control over the sector. 

But Faisal Husseini. the 
top PLO official in charge of 
Jerusalem, denied Palesti- 
nians were recognising 
Israel's "sovereignty" when 
they appealed to the munici- 
pality for services. 

"We are not accepting the 
annexation, but... if I want to 
build a house I must ask for 
permission." Mr. Husseini 
said in a news conference. 

Jewish settler leaders on 
Monday warned of violence, 
even between Israelis, if 
Palestinian autonomy is ex- 
tended throughout the West 
Bank. 

Speaking to reporters after 
a rare meeting with Mr. 
Rabin, they accused the gov- 
ernment of doing too little to 
guarantee the safety of 
135.000 Israelis living in the 
area. 

If Israel goes through with 
an emerging deal to transfer 
parts of the West Bank to 
PLO control, "it is only a 
matter of time before clashes 
ensue." said settler spokes- 
man Yehiel Leiter. 

"It will begin with clashes 
between Arabs and Arabs. It 
will escalate into dashes be- 
tween Arabs and Jews and 
ultimately the result will be 
clashes between Jews and 
Jews-," he said. ■ 

."Rabin has- said- that the 
army would postpone with- 
drawing from two Palestinian 
dries. RamaJlah and Beth- 
iehem, until bypass roads for 
settlers were built. 


7 dead in clashes between 
Libyan police and Islamists’ 


CAIRO (AFP) — Four 
policemen and three Islamists 
have been killed in clashes in 
the Libyan coastal dty of 
Benghazi, the Arabic daily 
A* Hayat reported Tuesday. 

Police raided a farm owned 
by "mujahedeen" outside 
Benghazi, east of Tripoli, 
said the London-based A1 
Hayat, quoting a newspaper 
run by the .Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) in Algeria. 

In lue ensuing shootout, 
four police were killed and 
their commanding officer 
severely wounded. One of 
the Islamists was also badly 
hurt. 

In a separate incident 
Islamists in east Libya shot at 
police attempting to arrest 
them, but three were killed in 
o return of fire, the GIA 
paper AI Ansar said. 

A1 Ansar did not specify 
when the two inddents look 
place. 

Western diplomats in Tri- 
poli said Libyan police con- 
ducted a wave of arrests 
against Islamists in the Ben- 
ghazi region in late June after 
one r>f their leaders escaped 
from a hospital. 


The main opposition fac- 
tion, the- Libyan National 
Salvation Front (LNSF), 
based in Cairo, has said 
dozens of Libyans were killed 
or wounded in clashes with 
police in several northeastern 
dries. 

Fighting was still going on 
on Friday. LNSF representa- 
tives said. 

Early in July the Libyan 
parliament granted "rein- 
forced powers to the Justice 
Ministry... to stop with force 
if necessary organised crime, 
drugs and heresy." a term 
used to refer to Islamic mili- 
tants. 

Libyan leader Mohammad 
Qadhafi has often denounced 
Algerian Islamists and has 
met twice with his Algerian 
counterpart. Lamine 
Zeroual in September 1994 
and last April. 

Libya on Monday called on 
neighbouring Algeria to step 
up its fight against Islamic 
extremists, including the 
GIA, which have been wag- 
ing a three-year battle against 
the government leaving at 
least 30,000 dead. 






ELECTIONS: Women gather outside a poffing centre on 
Tuesday, malting sore they are carrying their identity 


documents ahead of voting hi Jordan's first nationwide 
municipal elections (Photo by Yousef Allan) 


Militants blow up Algerian gas pipeline 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Militants have blown up a gas 
pipeline in eastern Algeria 
supplying the capital Algiers, 
local newspapers said on 
Tuesday. 

"About midnight (between 
Sunday and Monday) a roar- 
ing followed by a tremendous 
explosion shocked sleeping 
people within a radius of 50 
km." L'Opinion daily re- 
ported, adding that some 
people believed the blast was 
an earthquake or an erupting 
volcano. 

The Liberte paper said a 
group of armed militants 
planted a home-made bomb 
under the gas pipeline near 
Agmar village, some 90 
kilometres east of Algiers. 

It said,., the _ blast caused a. 
big crater and. damaged the 
pipeline . along an 18-metre 
stretch. ... 

"In the night, the file's 
flames have been seen from 
Tizi Ouzou and Bourn erdes 
towns,” Liberte added. 
Boumerdes is some 40 
kilometres away from the 
blast scene. 

Security forces, firefighters 
and a gas pipeline monitoring 
team reached the blast scene 


and got the fire under control 
avoiding a "catastrophe.'* La 
Tribune daily said. 

"The Kadiria region and 
neighbouring area like 
Djebahia had witnessed bad 
moments of violence in the 
past." it added. 

Officials from the domestic 
gas company Sonelgas and 
the oil and gas firm Somat- 
racb were not immediately 
available for comment on 
Tuesday. 

But an Algiers hotel offi- 
cial said Sonelgas had cut gas 
supplies as of Monday. 

The Arabic-language 
newspaper Al Khabar said 
the damage was significant 
but all newspapers said there 
were no casualties. 

- In a separate attack, armed 
militants stormed on Sunday 
night a petrol station in Bli- 
da, 50 kilometres south of 
Algiers and blow it up, El 
Watan newspaper reported. 
It said there were no casual- 
ties. 

Algerian authorities have 
said sabotage by militants has 
cost the country more than $2 
billion. 

More than 40.000 people 
have been killed in Algerian 


violence pitting Muslim guer- 
rillas against government 
troops since army-backed au- 
thorities three years ago can- 
celled general election which 
Islamists were poised to win. 

Meanwhile, the extremist 
Aimed Islamic Group (GIA) 
issued death threats against 
leaders of the Istamic Salva- 
tion F r ront (FIS) for opening 
a dialogue with the Algerian 
government, the daily Al 
Hayat reported on Tuesday. 

"No dialogue, no truce, no 
reconciliation and no mercy 
for apostates.” the GIA said 
in a communique received by 
the London-based Arab pap- 
er, which is received in Cairo. 

“Anyone moving to create 
dialogue with the apostates to 
return to political work- con- 
demns himself to death," the 
communique, signed by GIA 
leader Abu Abdul R&nman 
Amin, said. 

The GIA “called for the 
blood" of nine FIS leaders in 
a letter sent to the front's 
heads Abbasi Madani and Ali 
Belhaj, said AI Hayat, 
adding that it could not con- 
firm the authenticity of the 
communique. 

The paper also cited Alge- 


rian sources saying that FIS 
sheikhs asked for a pause in 
their talks with the govern- 
ment of President Uamine 
Zeroual about posable parti- 
cipation in planned presiden- 
tial elections. 

The leaders wanted an 
opportunity to contact cadres 
in Algeria and abroad to up- 
date them on the talks’ prog- 
ress, the unnamed sources 
said. 

The FIS has never con- 
firmed reports that it has 
opened a dialogue with the 
government. Mr. Zeroual has 
demanded that the group halt 
all violence before it be 
allowed to participate in elec- 
tions. 

! The_GIAand tbe. FIS milit- 
kry wing, the Islamic Salva- 
tion Army, have led the vio- 
lence against the Algiers gov- 
ernment. 

The GIA, the most hard- 
line movement, is held re- 
sponsible for the murder of 
civilians, including women 
and children for allegedly 
breaking strict Islamic Sharia 
law, as well as expatriates it 
accuses of cooperating with 
the regime. 


Iraqi opposition to form new leadership 


DAMASCUS (AP) — A 
senior Iraqi opposition figure 
said Sunday that the rebel 
alliance seeking to topple 
Saddam Hussein will shortly 
from a new ‘'field leadership" 
to replace the Iraqi National 
Congress. . the umbrella 
group for anti-Saddam 
forces. 

Bayan Jabr. a representa- 
tive of the Tehran-based Sup- 
reme Council for the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (SCIRI). 
told the Associated Press that 
consultations on the new 
leadership will begin July 21 . 

The Kuwait News Agency’ 
(KUNA) had quoted Mr. 
Jabr as saying the leadership 
will be announced on that 
date. But he later explained 
to the AP that no date for the 
announcement has been set 
as the issue required pro- 
longed consultations. 

Mr. Jabr said assembly- 
leader Hojarolessiam 
Mohammad Bakr AJ Hakim 
will be in Svria Julv 2). 


The Iraoi cleric, who heads 
the main Shiite Muslim group 
opposed to President Sad- 
dam. wj|] attend a meeting of 
Damascus-based and 
London-based opposition 
groups. 

The Iraqi National Co 
ngress (INC), whose factions 
ranged from Islamic fun- 
damentalists to communists 
and Kurdish rebels, lost 
much of its credibility in re- 
cent months because of inter- 
nal squabbling and major 
clashes between the two main 
Kurdish factions who provide 
the backbone of its paramilit- 
ary forces. 

INC officials in Kurdish- 
controlled northern Iraq 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment. 

Mr. Jabr did not identify 
who the new leaders might 
be. 

He told KUNA that SCIR1 
has long been dissatisfied 
with the council’s manoeuvr- 
ings. It believes that the “pre- 


vious political formations" 
within the INC. including 
"personalities with no roots 
inside Iraq, are not suitable 
to lead the opposition move- 
ment. especially after the 
events in Ramadi." 

In May. Iraqi security 
forces crushed an unrest by 
the big Al Dulaimi tribe in 
Ramadi and other towns in 
Al Anbar province in western 
Iraq. 

The violence flared after 
Baghdad executed several 
senior officers from that 
tribe, traditionally a key sup- 
porter of the regime, for plot- 
ting to assassinate President 
Saddam. 

Later. AI Dulaimi clans- 
men led a mutiny by a batta- 
lion of the elite Republican 
Guard, a formation that is a 
pillar of the Baghdad regime, 
in AI Anbar. 

It was quickly crushed. But 
the unrest among the Al 
Dulaimi and other Sunni 
tribes which have traditional- 


ly been loyal to the regime, 
has introduced a potentially 
dangeorus new element into 
the opposition. 

In his interview with the 
Kuwaiti agency, Mr. Jabr 
said the new leadership 
should have the ability "to 
stand by the movement of the 
army and the people that is 
expected to take place within 
the coming months.” 

He did not elaborate. But 
he indicated that emissaries 
sent by the assembly to the 
Al Dulaimi reported the trib- 
al leaders have pledged to 
help to get rid of the regime. 

Mr. Jabr denied reports 
that Mr. Hakim will move to 
Damascus because of Iranian 
pressure. 

He did not explain that. 
But Iran and Iraq, both 
targcttcd by the Clinton 
administration as hostile 
states, have been showing 
signs of seeking a rapproche- 
ment in recent weeks. 


Iran rejects Arab stand on islands 

NICOSIA CR) - An Iranian offioai on Monitay remttd a 
statement by eight Arab states tacking the I United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) in its dispute with Iran over three Gulf 
islands. Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammad! said the islands belonged io Iran • 
but the Islamic Republic .welcomed I direct 
UAE to clear up any "misundestandings, Tehran Radio 
said He rejected ffiefinal statement by the Arab Gulf war 

allies meeting in Manama on Sunday as th 9 re P e ^ l °" 
certain issues without consideration for pohttral. security 
and regional matters, the radio added. The foreign 
ministers of the Damascus decision states Egyp 
Syria and members of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) — urged Iran to directly negotiate a 
solution to the” dispute with the UAE over the The 

ministers also voiced support for the UAE J? L _{j e 
dispute to the International Court of Justice if Iran and the 
UAE failed to reach a negotiated solution. 

Israel’s worst fire was accidental — police 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A fire which ravaged 2,000 hectares 
of forest near Jerusalem on July 2 was ignited by the sun 
burning through a discarded bottle, according to police. 
Police chief Commander Arye Amit told parliaments 
interior committee on Monday that the magnifying effect 
did the damage on the hottest and driest day in Israel for 4U 
years. Desert winds whipped up the blaze and destroyed 
two million trees and forced the evacuation of seven 
villages. 

Memorial for Sanjabi disrupted in Tehran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Islamic fundamentalists disrupted a 
memorial service for Karim Sanjabi, a former Iranian 
nationalist leader who died in exile in the United States, 
participants at the service said Tuesday. The illegal but 
tolerated Iranian Peoples’ Party, which organised ^ the 
memorial late Monday, denounced the “interference" of 
fundamentalists who "wanted to offend the participants 
and disrupt the ceremony. The party said those attending 
chanted slogans supporting former Foreign Minister San- 
jabi and Mohammad Mossadegh, a premier under the Shah 
in the 1950s. According to the party, the electricity was cut- 
but the participants stayed until the end of the memorial at 
Khan Agha Mosque in central Tehran despite the intimida- 
tion. "The fundamentalists and security agents created a 
climate of terror." it charged in a statement in the press. 
Sanjabi. who was secretary general of the now illegal 
National Front, died on July 4 at the age of 90. He was one 
of the first leaders of the Shah's government to rally behind 
Ayatollah Khomeini. He was foreign minister in the 
interim government led by Mehdi Bazargan after the 1979 
Islamic revolution, but he resigned because of differences 
with several Islamist ministers. 

Cyprus court rejects dismissal of Britons’ charges 

NICOSIA ( AP) — The supreme court Tuesday rejected a 
defence plea to dismiss the case against three British 
soldiers accused of murdering a Danish tour guide last 
September. The trial is now scheduled to open Monday 
before a lower court in the southern coastal town of 
Larnaca. The defence had claimed* in a pre-trial objection 
that the defendants' constitutional rights were violated 
when prison guards confiscated confidential notes they 
.prepared for their lawyers. The 10-man high court ruled 
that it should be up to the lower court during the course of 
the trial to consider the consequences of the confiscation. 
The supreme court decision ‘oifiminated a series of legal 
objections that prevented the opening of the trial for eight 
months. The three soldiers are Justin Fowler, 26, Alan 
Ford, 26 and Jeff Parnell. 23. They are accused of killing 
Louise Jensen, a 23-year-old tour guide from Hirthals, 
Denmark, after kidnapping her in the southern tourist 
resort of Ayia Napa. 

Israel seeking to import Egyptian oranges 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel wants to buy Egyptian citrus in 
order to supplement a shortage due to increased Israeli 
exports to Eastern Europe, agriculture ministry officials 
said Tuesdy. Agriculture Minister Yaakov Tzur went to 
Egypt on Monday to work out the details of such an 
arrangement. It would be the first time Israel would allow 
the import of citrus. Egypr has already agreed in principle 
to export Citrus to Israel. Mr. Tzur was to meet his 
Egyptian counterpart. Yousef Waly, during his two-day 
visit to discuss the price and ways to ensure fhiit quality “It 
would be the first time that Israel would be importing citrus 
fruit. We are. after all. one of the largest citrus producing 
countries in the region." said Ronny Hassid, spokesman 
for the agriculture ministry. 

Chirac appeals for okaying EU-Turkey pact 

STRASBOURG (R) -—.French President Jacques Chirac 
appealed to the European Parliament on Tuesday to ratify 

?FU S i ,0 Stino ' ** tweci ? Z" rk l> and European UnioJl 

Ankara might otherwise turn away from the 
West. Reporting to the Strasbourg-based assembly on 
France s recently ended s.x-month EU presidency, he said 
We must not discourage Turkey's aspiration to be 
associated wuh Europe." Mr. Chirac said Ankara's Eur^ 
pean policy went band-m-hand with efforts by Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller to make her country more dem££! 
tic and improve the protection of human rights "If w e 
reject this appeal we run a double risk: Reinforcine the 
supporters of fundamentalism in Turkey, and drivfof t hk 
big neighbour ,f ,t ,s disappointed by Europe towards 

Par Ns* f0r T 5 COOpcra[, ° n which ^ may later rety^t " 

Parliament is due to vote later this year on tk* i . 1 ’ 
pact, signed on March 6. ‘ ° n customs 


% 



JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:00 Problem Child 

14CK1 Super Chimps 

15:00 Tomorrow's World 

IS JO Amazing Stones 

16:00 Families 

17:00 French Programmes 

New* in French 

19:30 New* Headlines 

Arthur Oarlc’sk Mysterious Uni- 
verse 

20:00 Anything for a Laugh 

I0v30 The Bold and the Bcauiilul 

21:15 Blood and Belonging 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Prism 

22:45 The Jacksons 

23:30 

Not a Penny More. Not a Penny 
Less 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:00 Fajr 

U5.\34 (Sunrise) Duta 

I2.-4I ; Dhuhr 

16:22 Asr 

19=49 Maghreb 

2h22 'Istia 

CHURCHES 

Si. Mary of Nazareth Church 
SwrilTeh. Tel. S 111740 
Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 6245VO. 


Church of (be AnuuudaUoii Tel. 
(07440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Tcmmtcu Church Tel: 022366 
Church of tbe Annunciation Tel. 
62354J. 

Anglican Church Tel. 630851 . Tel. 
026543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Interna Oooai Church Tel. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
K243ZK. 

German -speaUng Evangeftari Con- 
gregation Tel: 684195 
The Church of Jean Christ of 
Latter-Day Saba Td. 654632 
Church of Naanrene Tct.675691. 
Tbe Evangelical Local Church ta 
Amman 
Td. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Cool wealher conditions will pre- 
vail wuh temperature* below aver- 
age- Scattered shower* arc cx- 
peded in (he northern and central 
parts of the Kingdom with winds 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba winds will be northerly 
moderate to active and seas calm. 

MiniMax. temp. 

Amman 15/28 


Aqaba 23/35 

Deserts 15 / 31 

Jordan Valley 21 / 33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 27 Aqaba 36. Humidity 
readings: Amman 60 per ccttt. . 
Aqaba 38 per ccm. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr Fakhcr Bclbctsi 663412 

Dr. Khaldoun Asfoor «W44Q 

Dr. Adrian Zagfckxil 8981*0 

Dr. Abdul HadiTayim ...... 62(11 15 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcnfcrws pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcsani pharmacy 637MO 

Nairoujh pharmacy ,.,,623672 

Najib pharmacy K47632 

IRBUh 

Dr. Akram AI Monuni 248795 

AiOtids pharmacy (—1 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hussein Bashaira 984344 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gnl Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 6303*1 

Civil Defence Emerge nc y ivy 

Rescue Polite 192.621111.637777 
Fire Brigade 617lfl| 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 8*3402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Poblic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Co mp l a ints 661 P6 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municip a lity 

Complaint* 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Ovcncas Calls 010230 

Centra) Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 66! 101 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 6RHIM1 

Jordan Sconcin' Authority 

R15615 

Electric Power 

Company. 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... (W-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. "Airport US-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Husscm Medical Centre 813813.02 


Khaltdi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Maths*. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisarri Hospital 669131 

Umvcrsiiy Hospital H45845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 6672*7/9 

TThc Islamic, Ahdati 666127/37 

AJ-AMi, Abdali 6M164/& 

Italian. At-Muhajrecn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir.J. Ashrsfich 775111/26 

Army .f Marita R9I6II/I5 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Anal Hospital ..,,674155 

The Arab Centre for Hcarr and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Go*t. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)9005(4) 

IhnSina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikma Modem Hospiui <W)WW 
RMD: 

Princess Bamu Hosysitil .. .. (02) 275555 
Greek Catholic Hosplal ((C ) Hilly 
Ibn Al Kates Hmprtal (02)247100 

aQaM: 

Praia* Haya Hospital (03)JI4m 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied hy 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Oucen Alla In- 
tcmadonal Airport Tel. (1X1532111- 
5. where it should always he veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 

Wdt Damascus (RJ) 

IW Jeddah (RJ) 

IfeM Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

19:19 Larnaca (RJ) 

19tiV Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

IfcdO New York. Amsterdam f RJ ) 

1*39 Madrid (RJ) 

1*29 Paris (RJ) 

11:25 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:09 Brussels, Geneva (R)l 

19:19 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

I9-J0 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

J9JB London, Berlin (RJ) 

I9SB RomcdLl) 

99 JO Beirut (RJ) 

01:29 Cairo (KJ) 

92:25 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

9245 Dhahnfi (fcddl (RJ ) 

03:09 Madrid (RJ) 

Other Flight* (Tormina! 2) 

19-JO... Karachi. Abu DhaM (PK) 

iiaa Jeddah ISV| 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:49 Abu Dhabi (OF) 

17:45 Loudon. Beirut (BA) 


... Athens (PK I 

- - Antalya (TK) 
- AJpcrefAH! 
.. . Beirut (ME) 
Dubai (EK) 

• Sanaa (1Y) 

— Larnaca fCYl 
Amsterdam | KL) 
. ... Athens (OA) 


18:39 
18:35. 
29:20 . 
21:10 
21:30 
Z2.-00 
22.-9S 
23-.20 . 
23 JO 


departures 

11:15 Amsterdam. NewYtnk (Rl) 
- Berlin. UvuJonfRJ) 

Tunis. Casablanca f RJ) 

23 Inanbul(Rj) 

22 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ | 

• Kjvadh (RJ) 

Dhahran(RJ) 

iri Duha,. Muscat fRjj 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Ottw Rights (Terminal 2) 

JJlso Bcirui (ME) 

J«ldah ISVl 

£5 “*^58 

S3 V 

23*9 Larnaca (CY) 

Sana.tiY, 


Mh20 --London (BA) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 

hijaz railway 
train 

.... .rujp.m evay Sunday 

PRIC ES 

UppcrftowvT price i„ pik per kg. 

Banana .... 

§3 

Carrot ..."I M» '50 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (iaw \ 3<XV 200 

Gan* . 80 

Grapes " 6SW4S0 

Lemon 380/300 

Marrow (target 400 / 300 

Marrow (imaill / 100 

Mulultfoa 0 2*>' IW 

Okra .. 120/80 

Onion idrvi 

Peaches . l7 » 100 

pepper (hot) n^? 0/450 

Pepper Iswccn 280/200 

Potato . l) 200/120 

Slnng Beans 350/300 

Swtxt Melon ISO 

Tonuto ' 7/,n ' 

Water Mcfon 
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Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Tuesday watches a Girl Guide perform one of the many physical activities 
planned by the Girl Guides Association for young girls from several Arab countries (Petra photo) 


Princess Basma opens 10th Girl Guides camp 


JERASH (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma Monday opened the 
10th Gill Guides scouting 
camp for youth from Arab 
countries and observed seg- 
ments of its activities. 

A total of 250 Gixi Guides 
are taking part in the activi- 
ties of die camp at the Dib- 
bin National Park near 
Jerash . 

Organised by the Ministry 


of Education, the camp's 
activities this year involve 
Girl Guides from Jordan, 
Iraq, Sudan and Palestine. 

The Princess toured the 
camp and visited an exhibi- 
tion displaying Girl Guides 
handicrafts and posters 
depicting the scout move- 
ment and its activities, and 
observed workshops on 
vocational training. 

Princess B asma listened to 


an address by Abla Abu 
Nowar, director of the Girl 
Guides' Department ai the 
Ministry of Education. In 
welcoming Princess Basma, 
who is President of the Jor- 
danian Scouts Association, 
Mrs. Abu Nowar thanked 
her for patronising the event 
and for her continued sup- 
port towards the scouts 
movement in the Kingdom. 

Girl Guides representing 


Palestine, Iraq, and Sudan 
delivered speeches that 
demonstrated appreciation 
of Jordan for making the 
camp adventure possible 
and for providing it with 
facilities for its activities. 

Ministry of Education Sec- 
retary General Izzat Jaradat 
and senior ministry officials 
attended the opening cere- 
mony . 
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AMMAN (J.T.) - The 15th 
Arab Children's Congress is 
to open at the Roman 
Amphitheatre in Amman on 
July 18 under the patronage 
c ' Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
according to an announce- 
ment by the Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF) . 

The opening ceremony for 
the six-day annual event will 
include artistic perfor- 
mances by the brass bands 
of the Jordan Armed Forces 
as wefl as the participation 
of a large number of Jordan- 
ian children in folk] one 
dance and national songs, 
according to the announce- 
ment. 

in this year's event chil- 
dren from Palestine, Yemen, 
Libya, Sudan, Algeria, the 
United Arab Emirates, 
Oman, Iraq and Egypt will 


take part, said the announce- 
ment 

The children will partici- 
pate in workshops dealing 
with the scarcity of water, 
population growth, pollution 
and the protection of the 
environment, as well as 
forge concepts of a better 
and safer fitture, said the 
announcement . 

They are also scheduled to 
visit historical and archaeo- 
logical sites, including the 
ancient city of Petra and Um 
Qais in the north of Jordan; 
attend the opening of the 
Jerash Festival of Culture 
and Arts and visit the Haya 
Arts Centre, said the state- 
ment. 

The children's schedule 
also includes visits to Jor- 
danian families to learn 


about their traditions and 
culture, according to the 
statement 

During the six-day event 
the NHF will be organising 
stamp display and national 
costumes exhibitions from 
the participating countries. 

Initiated by Queen Noor in 
1980, the Arab Children's 
Congress aims at bringing 
together Arab children from 
various parts of the region to 
participate in a programme 
of cultural activities, discus- 
sions and other functions. 

The NHF said that the con- 
gress seeks to encourage the 
concept of Arab children 
belonging to one nation, one 
culture, and to enable the 
children to learn more about 
Jordan, its people and histo- 
ry- 
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FILMS 


* "The Birds," at the British Council at 7:00 p.m. 

"The Civil War Simply Murder, 1863," at the American Center at 5:00 p.m. 

DIALOGUE, LECTURES 

* Dialogue with Jordanian artist Adrian Yahyah. Dr. Ibrahim Najjar and art critic 
Mohammad Abu Zuieik at Darat Al Funun, at 6:00 p.m. 

* Lecture in Arabic entitled "The Architecture of Hebron," by Dr. Farouk Yagh- 
mour at Darat Al Funun at 8:00 p.m. 

* Lecture in Arabic entitled, "Where do threats to Gulf security come from?" by 
Dr. Yousef Hassan at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, at 6:30 pan. 


EXHIBITIONS 

Works by Khdeir Shukraji at Ab'ad Art Gallery. 

Paintings by Muhannad Bushnaq at Balqa Art Gallery in Fuheis. 
paintings by Adrian Yahyah at Darat Al Funun Jabal Weibdeh. 


* t, 


* Paintings by Bernadette Gerges and Rita Gerges entitled "Lebanon Tomorrow," at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Paintings by Jordanian Artist Muhammad Majali at the Phoenix Gallery of Cul- 
^ire and Arts, Garden Street 

* Exhibition demonstrating the development of cinema over the past century at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

* Works by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at Orfali Gallery. 


Summer 



expected 

today 


Amman (Petra) — Scattered 
showers can be expected 
today in the northern and 
central parts of the King- 
dom, according to Meteo- 
rology Department sources. 

The department also fore- 
cast a drop in temperatures 
to 28*C and 26 D C in the 
eastern and western heights 
respectively. 

Temperatures during the 
night are expected to drop to 
15 # C, the sources added. 

Winds will be moderate, 
with a rise in humidity, 
except in the eastern desert 
where conditions will be 
dusty, said meteorologists 

On Thursday temperatures 
could rise again slightly, but 
they will remain below the 
normal summer average . 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 

Kaabneh leaves for 
official visit to France 

Amman (Petra) — Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Abdul Hafez Marei Kaab- 
neh Tuesday left on a sever- 
al-day visit to France to 
attend the French republic’s 
national celebrations of 
Bastille Day. General 
Kaabneh was seen off upon 
depan lire by the Chief of 
Staff for Land Forces. 

House discusses 1993 
draft labour law 

Amman (Petra; —The 
Lower House of Parliament 
today continues discussions 
on the 1993 draft labour law 
The House has so far dis- 
cussed and approved 97 out 
of the 145 articles of the 
draft law. The House will 
also refer several proposals 
by deputies on service- 
related issues to to its 
Administrative Committee. 

New tomato industry 
to start up in Mafraq 

Amman (Petra) — A new 
tomato paste factory has 
been formed in Mafraq. 
The factory, which will 
become operational on Sat- 
urday July 15, will be ready 
to purchase tomatoes from 
farmers as of that date. 


municipal election process 



Women In the Hai Nazzal district of Amman Tuesday turn ont to vote in Jordan’s first 
nation-wide municipal elections (photo by Yousef Al Allan) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Nader Thuheirat received at 
his office Tuesday a three- 
member delegation repre- 
senting the Palestine Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) to dis- 
cuss prospects of coopera- 
tion in municipal ' affairs 
between the two sides 

Mr. Thuheirat said that the 
delegation, whose members 
are preparing for elections in 
the self-rule areas, are here 
on a visit to examine 
arrangements for municipal 
elections held in Jordan and 
to benefit from the Jordanian 
experience in this field. 

The mini ster told the dele- 
gation that Jordan will place 
its expertise and experience 
at the disposal of the PNA 
and welcomes officials to 
study the local government 
system in Jordan to famil- 
iarise themselves with ways 
of organising municipal 
elections. 

The PNA team, which is 
led by Adrian Jaffal, director 
of the PNA's legal depart- 
ment, praised the special 
relations between the Pales- 
tinian and Jordanian people 
and complimented the Jor- 
danian electoral system. 

He said that Jordan, which 
has acquired valuable expe- 
rience in municipal affairs 
and elections, can be of 
great benefit to the Palestini- 
ans in their efforts to organ- 
ise elections of their own. 


The PNA official said that 
his team was impressed with 
the preparations made for 
the municipal elections here, 
a factor which reflects the 
success of the democratic 


process in the Kingdom, be 
said 

The Palestinian delegation 
toured several voting centres 
while the municipal elec- 


tions were in progress Tues- 
day and visited the main 
operations room at the Min- 
istry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
to'observe procedures. 


Bay’ at Al Imam group to face trial at State Security Court 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A group of 13 
people will be referred to the 
State Security Court to be 
formally charged with plot- 
ting.. Deurorist .attacks .in Jor- 
dan in the latest case of 
attempted ' sabotage in Jor- 
dan, legal sources said Tues- 
day.. 

In’ addition to the 13, 
another five or six people 
will be sent to the civil court 
for trial for attempted 
attacks, according to the 
sources. 

The group, known as 
Bay' at Al Imam (pledge of 
allegiance to the leader), 
was bust before it could 
actually carry out any 
attacks, said the sources. 

According to the sources, 
the group had “sub-groups” 
which did not know of each 
other’s existence. 

The sources said those 


under custody now include 
Asam Mohammad Daher, 
alias Abu Mohammad Al 
Maqdesi, believed to be the 
leader of the group. 

Bay'at Al Imam followers 
believed only themselves to 
be the- “true followers” of 
the Islamic faith- and did not 
attend mosque" prayers 1 - or 
schools because, they reject- 
ed the entire system, accord- 
ing to the sources. 

Weapons and explosives 
were believed to have been 
found with the group. The 
charge sheet against them 
includes illegal possession 
and manufacturing of explo- 
sive material with the pur- 
pose of usiog it in an illegal 
activity. 

The 13 suspects join at 
least eight others expected to 
be tried in separate cases 
when the State Security 
Court resumes sessions in 
September following a 
month-long holiday of the 


judiciary. 

Among the others are two 
Jordanians accused of shoot- 
ing and wounding a French 
diplomat in March. 

Others include members of 
two groups who were appre- 
hended in the course of plot- 
ting subversion, according 
to the sources. 

Salem Abdullah and 
Ahmad Qassera. both 22, the 
two accused in the Feb. 24 
attack on Gil Heine, a sec- 
ond secretary at the French 
embassy, will be charged 
with attempted murder, plot- 
ting to cany out extremist 
attacks and possessing ille- 
gal arms and explosives. 

No immediate detail was 
available on whether the two 
assailants belonged to any 
organised group or what 
motivated them to stage the 
attack. 

Reports in the local press 
said at that time that the two 
belonged an extremist group 


which opposed the Jordan- 
ian-Israeli peace treaty 
signed in October and 
resented Israelis visiting Jor- 
dan. 

It was one of the rare 
attacks on foreigners in Jor- 
dan and security sources 
described it as isolated inci- 
dent 

Also pending are charges 
against at least six other peo- 
ple, all of them also suspect- 
ed of plotting subversion in 
Jordan. 

Some of them are mem- 
bers of a group called 
“Islamic Revival,” which, 
according to reports in the 
Israeli press, was behind a 
recent infiltration across the 
northern Jordaniao-Israeli 
borders. 

Two of the infiltrators 
were shot dead and the third 
surrendered, Israeli reports 
said. There has no Jordanian 
confirmation of the Israeli 
reports. 


Jordan outlines position on 
continued support to refugees 


CAIRO (Petra) - Director 
General of the Palestine 
Affairs Department at the 
Foreign Ministry, Ibrahim 
Tarshihi, Monday said that 
recent contacts with United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) donor 
nations should ensure the 
sufficiency of funds for the 
agency's services in its field 
operations. 

Mr. Tarshihi was speaking 
at a conference of supervi- 
sors of Palestinian affairs in 
Arab countries in Cairo. 

Delegates to the confer- 
ence represent Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt, and The 
Arab League, as well as Jor- 
dan. 

Jordan has hosted at least 


40 per cem of Palestinian 
refugees since 1948. 

In his address to the meet- 
ing, Mr. Tarshihi recalled 
that His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan had 
addressed the Donor 
Nations Conference, held in 
Amman last March, urging 
these countries to provide 
sufficient funds to UNRWA 
to enable the organisation to 
fulfill its services to Pales- 
tinian refugees until a just 
solution to their situation has 
been arrived at and until a 
lasting and comprehensive 
peace has been established 
in the Middle East area. 

LTNRWA Commissioner 
General liter Turkmen 


warned during a visit to 
Amman last May that the 
agency would be forced to 
cut some of its services if it 
did not receive funds to plug 
the $16 million gap in its 
budget for 1995. 

Mr. Tarshihi was one of 
senior Jordanian officials 
who met Mr. Turkmen dur- 
ing bis May visit and dis- 
cussed the agency's services 
to nearly 1.2 million regis- 
tered Palestinian refugees 
living in Jordan. 

He said that since the 1948 
war Jordan has been doing 
its best to help the refugee. 
The Kingdom is involved in 
discussions by the multilat- 
eral working group on 
refugees and the four-party 


meetings grouping Jordan, 
Israel, Palestine and Egypt, 
in a bid to contribute to a 
just solution to the refugee 
problem. 

The conference, which is 
due to end Thursday, is set to 
discuss several topics deal- 
ing with UNRWA's financial 
situation, services to the 
refugees, the situation in the 
occupied Arab territories 
and Israel's measures to con- 
fiscate Arab land, the eco- 
nomic and social conditions 
of Arab people under occu- 
pation, Jewish immigration, 
Israel's seizure of water 
resources, the situation in 
Jerusalem and Israel's drive 
tojudaise the city. 


HASHD party to discuss Zibri resignation 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to r he Jordan Times 

Amman - The resignation 
of Tayseer Zibri from the 
Jordan People’s Democratic 
party (HASHD) this week 
has not been approved yet 
by the party's political 
bureau, but Mr. Zibri has 
said that his decision to 
resign is final. 

In a statement issued on 
Monday and signed by its 
political bureau, the party 
said it was surprised by Mr. 
Zibri's decision and said his 
resignation should be dis- 
cussed at a special meeting 
of the party's Central Com- 


mittee. 

No comment was available 
from the party's political 
bureau on Tuesday, but the 
statement said a meeting on 
the matter will be held soon 
and Mr. Zibri would be 
invited. 

Mr. Zibri, who had 
resigned several times in the 
past from the party's leader- 
ship, told the Jordan Times 
that his decision this time 
was irreversible. 

He said he made several 
attempts in the past to mend 
differences but all those 
attempts ended in failure. 

The main point of dis- 
agreement, he said, was the 


lack of independence of the 
Jordan-based party HASHD 
from its mother party, the 
Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), led by Nayef 
Hawatmeh and based in 
Syria. 

"This story is old. But I 
hoped it would be solved 
with time," said Mr. Zibri. 
"Apparently it has not." 

According to Mr. Zibri, 
several promises have been 
made by the DFLP in Syria 
to guarantee the lull inde- 
pendence of the Jordanian 
party but none have been 
fulfilled. 

"We've reached a dead- 


lock," he said, "we cannot 
possibly mobilise the public 
to overthrow Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
while we have sales tax laws 
and other crucial issues to 
fight for here." 

"There has to be some sort 
of independence, and that is 
what we were fighting for, 
especially since the legalisa- 
tion of political parties in 
1992," he said. " We have to 
. look at Jordan from a 
detached perspective." 

Mr. Zibri said he will con- 
tinue to be active in political 
life, but not through 
HASHD. 
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Babies said among 65 dead 
in Sri Lanka church bomb 


COLOMBO (R)- Thirteen 

babies were among the 65 
dead found under the rubble 
of a Catholic Church bombed 
by the Sri Lankan Air Force, 
an International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
official said Tuesday. 

At least one bomb hit St. 
Peter’s Church at Navali, 
north of the town of Jaffna 
during a major military op- 
eration against Tamil Tiger 
rebels, ICRC field coordina- 
tor Dominique Henry told 
Reuters. 

Military spokesman Cap- 
tain Tilak Dunuwila denied 
the air force had bombed the 
church. 

“The air force is saying 
they haven't bombed that 
area. The air force only pro- 
vides close air support, im- 
mediately in front of our 
troops," he said. 

Rebel radio said the church 
was hit by nine bombs Sun- 
day, the day the armed forces 
launched “Operation Leap 
Forward" against the stron- 
ghold of the Liberation Ti- 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
in the northern Jaffna penin- 
sula. 

Both the ICRC, which 
operates in the peninsula, 
and the Tigers said more than 
100 people were injured. 


The military had dropped 
leaflets warning civilians to 
seek refuge in temples and 
churches to minimise the 
chance of death or injury in 
air strikes. 

This is really a violation of 
humanitarian law if a civilian 
area has been deliberately 
targetted.” Mr. Henry said, 
adding that he had no in- 
formation on whether Ore 
attack was deliberate or an 
accident. 

A Jaffna resident con- 
tacted by Reuters said St. 
Peter's stood in a populated 
area and had a large daily 
congregation. He was not 
aware of any obvious LTTE 
targets nearby. 

Bishop Thomas Soundara- 
nayagam of Jaffna conde- 
mned the bombing and wrote 
to President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga to ask her 
armed forces not to bomb 
churches, temples, schools 
and other public places. Tiger 
radio said. 

It said the church was full 
of “displaced persons" at the 
time of the attack. 

Tiger radio said the church 
bombing had brought the 
casualty toll to 150 civilians 
killed and hundreds wounded 
in the armed forces' current 
Operation Leap Fo rward 
offensive against the LTTE. 


Mr. Henry agreed that at 
least 150 civilians had been 
killed. “Most of the people 
killed have been civilians.” 
he said. 

Tiger radio said Tuesday 
63 children had been killed, 
according to statistics from 
the main Jaffna Hospital. 

Two Sri Lankan army bat- 
tle groups resumed their adv- 
ance into the Jaffna peninsula 
at dawn Tuesday. “Troops 
resumed the advance at 6.30 
a.m. (0100 GMT), Capt. 
Dunuwila said. “Fighting is 
going on but we have no 
details yet." 

Tiger radio said 13 navy 
warships had arrived at the 
northern Kankesanturai Har- 
bour, escorted by helicopters 
and gunboats. 

Five soldiers have been kil- 
led and 71 wounded since 
Sunday when four infantry 
brigades backed by tanks, 
artillery and air support 
thrust into rebel defences. 
Capt. Dunuwila said. 

Troops repulsed a rebel 
attack on the army's flank 
around 4:00 a.m. (2230 
GMT) Tuesday, the military 
spokesman said. Mine sol- 
diers were wounded in the 
attack, he added. 

Operation Leap Forward is 
aimed at wresting control of 
Jaffna from the Tigers, who 


are fighting for a separate 
homeland in the north and 
east in a war which has killed 
more than 50,000 people 
since 1983. 

President Kumaratunga 
ordered the military Tuesday 
to investigate reports the air 
force bombed the packed 
Catholic Church in the north* 
em Jaffna peninsula.- 

Mrs. Kumaratunga tele- 
phoned the Archbishop of 
Colombo, Nicholas Marcus 
Fernando, to express her 
concern and ask whether the 
archbishop had any “authen- 
tic” information on the re- 
ports, the presidential secre- 
tariat said in a statement. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga told the 
archbishop that, according to 
military reports, fighting was- 
going on about three 
kilometres northwest of 
Navali and it was “unlikely 
any action by the security 
forces would have affected 
the church or its environs.” 

"The president also 
assured the archbishop that 
the on-going military opera- 
tion was clearly aimed at 
liberating the people of Jaff- 
na and accordingly the milit- 
ary had been given strict in- 
structions to ensure max- 
imum possible safety of the 
civilian population,” the 
statement said. 


Simpson 
cried over 
ex-wife’s 

murder — 
daughter 

LOS ANGELES (R) — O.J. 
Simpson's daughter told the 
jury Monday in the star 
athlete's double murder trial 
how her father was distraught 
and crying after being told 
that his ex-wife, Nicole 
Brown Simpson, had been 
killed. 

Amelle Simpson. Simp- 
son’s 26-year-old daughter 
from his first marriage, was 
the first witness to take the 
stand as defence lawyers be- 
gan their phase of the trial, in 
which Simpson has pleaded 
not guilty to the stabbing 
deaths of Nicole and her 
friend Ronald Goldman. 

She said that on the morn- 
ing after the June 12, 1994, 
murders, detectives came to 
Simpson's mansion, where 
she was living, and told her 
about the murders. 

She then called Simpson's 
secretary, Kathy Randa.who 
said Simpson was in Chicago. 
She said police informed her 
father by telephone of his 
ex- wife's* death and she then 
spoke to him. 

“He asked me what was 
gong on. I said, ‘Dad. Nicole 
is dead. She's not here with 
us anymore.”' Amelle Simp- 
son said. 

She said Simpson called 
back a short time later. “He 
was very upset. He was 
crying. I’ve never heard him 
sound like that before.” she 
said. 

Simpson’s mother. Eunice 
Simpson, told how she flew 
to Los Angeles frosm her 
home in San Francisco to be 
with her son on learning of 
Nicole Simpson’s death. 

She said she sat with Simp- 
son on his couch, holding 
hands. “We were gripping 
each other very tightly. He 
held my hands all during the 
time. He was very upset, 
shocked. We sat holding 
hands from the time 1 arrived 
there until he decided to go 
to bed.” Eunice Simpson 
said. 

Defence Attorney's John- 
nie Cochran and Robert Sha- 
piro. through their questions 
to the witnesses, sought to 
show the jury* that Simpson’s 
reaction to the news of Nicole 
Simpson's death was not the 
reaction of a murderer, but of 
someone grieving for a loved 
one. 

Prosecutors have painted a 
picture of Simpson as a 
jealous, possessive wife bea- 
ter who killed Nicole as the 
ultimate form of control over 
her. Goldman was at the 
wrong place at the wrong 
time, they said. 

Amelle Simpson said she 
saw her father for the first 
time after his return from 
Chicago at about 5; 30 p.m. 
-DT (0040 GMT) on June 13. 
“He was numb, he was quiet, 
just sitting on the couch, 
holding my grandmother's 
(Simpson's mother Eunice) 
hand, she said. 

Simpson’s defence ream 
also tried ro cast doubt on the 
testimony of prosecutison 
witness Ron Shipp, a friend 
of Simpson's who said Simp- 
son had told him he had 
dreamed about killing Nicole 
Simpson. 


Prosecutors: No probe 
of Juppe on housing 


PARIS (R) — Law enforce- 
ment officials said Tuesday 
they decided against investi- 
gating Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe for possible wrong- 
domg in having the rent lo- 
wered on a rent-controlled, 
city-owned flat which he 
obtained for his son. 

The decision provided 
some good news for Mr. Jup- 
pe, who became prime minis- 
ter in May and has been 
embarrassed by disclosures of 
his role, daring back several 
years, in a simmering scandal 
in which prominent politi- 
cians, media stars and even 
artists and actors benefitted 
from taxpayer-subsidised 
fiats. 

Mr. Juppe has denied any 
wrongdoing in the scandal, 
calling the disclosures a cam- 
paign by political foes to 
undermine his new govern- 
ment. 

“Leave us alone with these 
trashy stories,” be snapped at 
a reporter Monday when 
asked if the scandal had 
affected his ability to do bis 
job. 

“We will govern and those 
who rummage around in 
dustbins will rummage 
around in dustbins,” he said. 

The disclosures date back 
to a time when Mr. Juppe 
worked for the Paris City 
Hall as a top aide to theu- 
Mayor Jacques Chirac, who 
became president of France 
in mid-May. 

Mr. Juppe has acknow- 
ledged that he obtained at 
that time — and still occupies 
— a I are dty-owned flat in an 
exclusive district at below- 
market rent and benefitted 
from about one million francs 
(5200,000) of taxpayer-paid 
repairs. 

He also secured low-cost 
flats for his son, daughter, 
ex-wife and half-brother, 
according to media reports 
that be has not denied. 

Legal experts agreed Mr. 
Juppe had violated no law by 
taking advantage of the 
availability of the dty-owned 
flats. 

However, they said he 


might have crossed the line 
when, as a dty official, he 
lowered the rent on his son’s 
flat to 6,000 francs (51,225) a 
month from 7,000 francs 
(SI, 430). 

Mr. Juppe said in a recent 
television interview that he 
was justified in doing so be- 
cause the flat was in poor 
condition and had no eleva- 
tor. 

Judicial officials said state 
prosecutor Bruno Cotte had 
concluded the premier would 
not be pursued in the matter 
because it had not been de- 
monstrated. that he had per- 
sonally benefitted from his 
actions. 

Under French law, Mr. 
Juppe’s action would have 
been improper only if he had 
a “personal interest” in it, 
Mr. Cotte said in a letter to 
an ad hoc taxpayer organisa- 
tion that bad requested a 
formal investigation. 

Attorney Arnaud Monte- 
bourg said the group dis- 
agreed with Mr. Cotte and 
would attempt to pursue the 
case in the courts on its own. 

Meanwhile, the daily. Li- 
beration, reported Tuesday 
that France's Republican 
Party, a member of the gov- 
erning coalition, is co-owner 
of a Panama-registered com- 
pany that received funds 
from a financier suspected of 
money-laundering. 

The paper, without quot- 
ing any sources, said Geneva 
Judge Philippe Thelin has 
discovered that die party be- 
came co-owner in October 
1994 of Spalding Investment, 
a Panama company. 

Spalding had received 15 
million francs (53.7 million) 
from Alain Ce flier, a close 
friend of Gerard Longuet, 
who was then president of the 
Republican Party. Mr. Cel- 
lier is being investigated for 
money-laundering. 

Spalding is co-owned by 
Marc De Sdtivaux, a port- 
folio manager and a dose 
friend of Finance Minister 
Alain Madelin, Liberation 
said. Madelin is a member of 
the Republican Party. 


Hong Kong governor faces 
first no-confidence vote 


HONG KONG (R) — The 
governor of Hong Kong faces 
an embarrassing and unpre- 
cedented vote of no confi- 
dence Wednesday, another 
sign of the unease permeating 
the British colony less than 
two years before tthc 1997 
handover. 

Chris Patten, the last Brit- 
ish governor of Hong Kong, 
has dismissed the challenge 
from one-time allies as 
“empty-gesture politics” and 
said he would not lose any 
sleep over it. 

Bui legislative councillors 
said Tuesday govememnt 
officials bad lobbied hard to 
persuade them to oppose it. 

The motion was drafted 
the Democratic Parity, which 
opposes last month’s Sino- 
Bntish agreement, reached 
behind closed doors, for a 
Court of Final Appeal for 
Hong Kong. 

The Democratic Party's 
Cheung Man-Kwong. who 
will propose the vote, said 
the court's powers were too 
diluted to guarantee judicial 


freedom for Hong Kong after 
1997. 

“That as the British admi- 
nistration in Hong Kong has 
seriously damaged the future 
rule of law in Hong Kong, 
this council expresses no con- 
fidence in Mr. Christopher 
Patten, the governor of Hong 
Kong,” the motion reads. 

The no-confidence motion, 
if ratified, would be a slap in 
the face for Mr. Patten and 
the British establishment but 
has no constitutional implica- 
tions. Mr. Patten rules with 
plenipotentiary powers. He 
can be dismissed only by the 
British government. ' 

That is a source of much of 
the frustration for council 
members, who may represent 
the people but have no pow- 
ers. 

But Hong Kong’s paterna- 
listic administration has long 
taken pride in ruling by what 
it calls “consensus politics” 
and a no-confidence motion 
undermines that comfortable 
policy. 


Canadians 
want death 
penalty 

OTTAWA (R) — Cana- 
dians, looking south to the 
United States and reeling 
from a lurid murder trial, are 
again calling for the govern- 
ment to bring back the death 
penalty, according to a poll 
released Monday. 

The poll of 1,500 people 
conducted by the Angus Reid 
Group in late June showed 69 
per cent favoured the return 
of capital punishment, which 
was abolished. almost 20 years 
ago, with ■ 29' per cent 
opposed. 

Many Canadians have 
been rocked by the details of 
a lurid murder trial taking 
place in Toronto, which has 
hardened opinions about 
capital punishment, crimino- 
logists said. 

The increase in the number 
of U.S. states — there are 
now 37 — with capital 
punishment legislation on 
their books has also swayed 
opinions north of the border, 
they said. 

Few Canadians have been 
unmoved by the evidence 
coming out of a court in 
Toronto, where videotapes 
show former accountant. 
Pan! Bernardo, and his ex- 
wife, Karla Homoika, 
savagely assaulting two girls. 

Leslie Mahaffy. 14. was 
killed in June 1<$1 and dis- 
membered with a power saw. 


Karachi insurgents say they will 
push for own province if talks fail 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Armed militants in the south- 
ern dty of Karachi say they 
will push for their own ethnic 
province if peace talks with 
the government fail, an 
English-language newspaper 
reported Tuesday. 

Ajmal Dehlvi, chief nego- 
tiator of the Mohajir Qaumi 
Movement, said his group 
would not compromise on 
basic demands it plans to put 
forward in negotiations sche- 
duled to begin here late Tues- 
day. according to the news. 

The MQM, which repre- 
sents Urdu-speaking mig- 
rants who moved to Pakistan 
when India was divided in 
1947, has been locked in an 
armed rebellion against the 
government in Karachi, 
capital of southern Sind pro- 
vince and Pakistan’s finandal 
centre. 

The MQM's basic demands 
call for a more equal share of 
power and opportunities for 
the Mohajirs, or migrants, 
who make up about 70 per 
cent of Karachi’s 12 million 
population. 

“Should the talks fail, a 
province would be deman- 
ded, making Sind's division 
inevitable,” Mr. Dehlvi told 
the newspaper. 

More than 1 .000 people 
have been killed this year in 
ethnic and political violence 
in the nation's largest city. 



Activists of Mohajir Qaumi Movement (MQM) carry the 
coffin of their <lam leader Asbum Subzwari for burial In 
central district of strife-torn dty of Karachi. Thousands of 
MQM supporters participated in Subzwari's funeral cere- 
mony, who was killed in police custody. The MQM dedded 
to call off its strike as a gesture of goodwill for the parleys 
with the government (AFP photo) 


Italy issues arrest warrant for Craxi 


MILAN (R) — A Italian 
court Tuesday issued an 
arrest warrant on corruption 
charges for former Socialist 
Prime Minister Bettino Cra- 
xi, who has been living in 
exile in Tunisia, judicial 
sources said. 

Mr. Craxi, who was prime 
minister from 1984-87 at the 
bead of two consecutive gov- 
ernments, bas denied the 


charges against him. 

The arrest warrant for Mr. 
Craxi, who is involved in 20 
separate graft investigations, 
was connected with a probe 
of irregularities surrounding 
the building of Milan's under- 
ground. 

The ex-premier, one of the 
most illustrious casualties of 
Italy's graft probes, was sent- 
enced to eight and a half 


years in prison in his absence 
last year in another corrup- 
tion case. 

A year ago. a Rome judge 
refused a similar request 
from magistrates to issue an 
arrest warrant for the dis- 
graced politician on other 
charges but ruled that he 
should be stripped of his 
passport if be ever returned 
to Italy. 


U.S. recognition of Taiwan is a 
threat to world peace, China says 


3 r 

BEUING (AFP) — Any 
attempt by the United States 
to officially recognise Taiwan 
would have “serious con- 
sequences” not just for Sino- 
U.S. ties but also for world 
peace, China's Foreign 
Ministry warned Tuesday. 

The warning came after 
House Speaker Newt Ging- 
rich, angered by China's re- 
cent arrest of U.S. citizen and 
human rights activist Harry 
Wu, called Monday for 
Washington to formally rec- 
ognise Taiwan as a free coun- 
try. 

“We would like to caution 
U.S. politicians to take a 
long, strategic per sp ect iv e in 
their handling of the Taiwan 
question,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Shen Guofang 
told reporters here. 


Beijing views Taiwan as a 
renegade province and has 
never renounced the possibil- 
ity of invasion if the National- 
ist island tries to declare inde- 
pendence. 

If the Taiwan issue is mis- 
handled, Mr. Shen warned of 
a “turbulent situation'* that 
would have “serious con- 
sequences for Sino-U.S. rela- 
tions and to peace and stabil- 
ity in the Asia-Pacific region 
and the world at large.” 

If any country attempts to 
split China, the Chinese peo- 
ple “will never allow it, nor 
will they sit idle and watch 
this happen,” he added. 

The formal arrest of Mr. 
Wu last week on espionage 
charges has served to put 
even greater strain on Sino- 
U.S. ties, which took a major 


downturn last month when 
Washington allowed 
Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng-Hui to make a “pri- 
vate” visit to the United 
States. 

The United States Monday 
rejected Mr. Gingrich’s call 
for recognising of Taiwan — 
a move that could shatter 
U.S.-China relations com- 
pletely. 

The nearly two-decades 
old U.S. policy of recognising 
one China, governed by the 
Communists in Beijing, has 
been successful and “will not 
change,” State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns 
said. 

The State Department has 
been careful not to threaten 
China with retaliation over 
the Wu case, but Congress 
has not been so restrained. 


U.S. urges immediate release of Chinese- American 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The State Department Mon- 
day called for the immediate 
release of a U.S. human 
rights activist arrested by 
Chinese police last month on 
espionage-related charges 
and a senior lawmaker 
warned of grave consequ- 
ences if he were not freed. 

Harry Wu, a Chinese -bom 
U.S. national, “should be re- 
leased expeditiously: im- 
mediately,” State Depart- 
ment spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said here. 

His release would be “in 
the best interests of the Un- 
ited States and China.” Mr. 
Bums said, adding that it was 
up to China to demonstrate 
its commitment to good ties 
with the United States. 

Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chairman Jesse 
Heims Monday issued a 
statement warning: “Chinese 
leaders should know, in no 
uncertain terms, that if they 
refuse to release Harry Wu, 
or harm him in any way. the 
consequences for China will 
be very grave.” 

A senior U.S. diplomat 
met Mr. Wu in the central 
town of Wuhan Monday after 
the 58-year-old was detained 
by the Chinese at the 
Kazakhstan border on June 
19. Mr. Burns said. 

U.S. consul-general lo 
Beijing Arturo Macias was 
allowed to see Mr. Wu in 
prison for 30 minutes, 
through a glass-partition, 
speaking to him over a tele- 
phone under the close super- 
virion of four to five Chinese 
officials who refused to allow 
discussion of the specifics of 
the case. 

"We have not heard Mr. 
Wu's side of the story.” 

"Wu said he was fine, that 
he was being fed. was not 


being beaten or tortured,” he 
added. 

The United Stales under- 
stood he was being detained 
for allegedly entering China 
under false identities, steal- 
ing state secrets and dissemi- 
nating these secrets, but had 
no details as to the specific 
charges. Mr. Bums said. 

The spokesman said the 
United States would do ev- 
erything possible to ensure 
Mr. Wu’s rights were pro- 
tected. while calling for him 
to be given legal representa- 
tion of his choice and further 
contacts with consular offi- 
cials. 

Chinese officials indicated 
that, in line with consular 
practice. U.S. officials might 
not be allowed to see Mr. Wu 
again for another month. 

Monday was the first time 
Chinese authorities had 
granted consular access to 
Mr. Wu. who before becom- 
ing a U.S. citizen had served 
19 years in Chinese prisons as 
a political prisoner. 

Mr. Wu's detention comes 
at a lime of growing difficul- 
ties with China, notably in 
the wake of the unofficial 
visit here by President Lee 
Teng-Hui of Taiwan., which 
Beijing regards as a renegade 
province. 

Assistant Secretary of 
Stale for East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs Winsron Lord 
phoned the Chinese charge 
d'affaires here over the 
weekend to make it plain that 
the “Harry Wu case is impor- 
tant to us.” Mr. bums said. 

“Beijing may think it has 
nothing to lose by lashing out 
at Harry Wu. but the Chinese 
leaders' need to understand 
that Sino-American relations 
today are tenuous at best,” 
Sen. Helms said in his state- 
ment. 


During visits to China in 
recent years, Mr. Wu secretly 
gathered information on 
alleged Chinese human rights 
abuses, including the sale of 
human organs taken without 
consent from death-row pris- 
oners and the use of prison 
labour to manufacture goods 
for export. 

The information was used 
in television documentaries 
overseas as well as in testimo- 
nies by Mr. Wu to such 
forums as the U.S. Congress, 
the U.N. Human Righrscom- 
mission and the European 
Parliament. 

Diplomats in China said 
Mr. Wu had become a pawn 
in the Sino-U.S. dispute, pre- 
dicting that he could be given 
a heavy sentence to heighten 
his potential value as a bar- 
gaining chip. 

Meanwhile. Human Rights 
Watch, a non-governmental 
organisation. Monday railed 
on the U.S. administration to 
“respond energetically' 1 to 
win Mr. Wu’s release.' 

Washington Watch direc- 
tor Mike Jcndrzcjczyk in a 
statement called for the sus- 
pension of high-level visits to 
China, including that by 
Secretary of Commerce Ron 
Brown and that under consid- 
eration by first lady Hillary 
Clinton, who might visit Beij- 
ing in September for the 
U.N. World Conference on 
Women. 

He also called for suspen- 
sion of World Bank funding 
and pressure by U.S. 
businesses to win Mr. Wu’s 
release. 

Senior Slate Department 
officials suggested Monday 
that U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher might 
meet his Chinese counterpart 
on the sidelines of an Asso- 
ciation of South East Asian 

■i 


Nations’ conference in 
Brunei later this month. 

China said Tuesday it 
already had enough evidence 
to find detained U.S. citizen 
Harry Wu guilty on charges 
of stealing state secrets, 
although investigations into 
the case are continuing. 

“Wu Hongda deliberately 
sneaked into China by using 
aliases and illegally obtained 
China's state secrets and pas- 
sed them over to overseas 
organisations. The evidence 
is solid and (his activities) 
constitute a crime.” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang told journalists, us- 
ing Mr. Wu’s Chinese name. 

“Of course, further inves- 
tigation is needed as well as 
further judicial procedures to 
accumulate evidence,” Mr. 
Shen added. 

Meanwhile. China’s Com- 
munist Party mouthpiece, the 
People's Daily, lauded Tues- 
day the work of party officials 
in Beijing University for 
bringing stability to the cam- 
pus after the turmoil of the 
1989 pro-dcmocracv move- 
ment. 

The university — cradle of 
the student-led demonstra- 
tions that were bnitallv sup- 
'knight of June 
J? 89 T has ™ccecded in 
shedding the images of that 
period and returned to its 
proper role as a scholastic 
eentre. the newspaper said 

v JST C yeaR 'he uni- 
23*2 repeatedly trou- 
‘ deo ‘°gi«l agitation 

™ to mon *i rations 
but today it .s developing in 

stable fashion.” * 

The newspaper praised the 
campus puny committee for 

CT ,nga J SUilab,c atmov 
.fc for study and research 
which has reached to every 

corner of the campus.” ' 


4 I did a bad thing,’ 
Grant says 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
British actor Hugh Grant said 
Monday that despite his 
arrest for lewd conduct with a 
prostitute, he and !ive-in 
model-actress girlfriend Eli- 
zabeth Hurley would “fry 
and work it out.’The raffish 
34-year-old actor whose char- 
acter bumbled his way into 
love in the box-office hit Four 
Weddings And a Funeral, 
was arrested here June 27 
after what police said was a 
sex act with a known prosti- 
tute m his white BMW. In his 
first television appearance 
since the arrest, NBC’s 
Tonight Show host Jay 
Leno’s first question to Grant 
was “What were you think- 
ing.” “It’s not easy, urn.... 
The thing is that urn, people 
give me tonnes of ideas on 
this, one,” Grant mumbled 
and demurred, very much in 
his sheepish Foot Weddings 
character’s style. “I keep 
reading hew psychological 
theories, and stuff like that— 

I was under pressure, I was 
tired, I was lonely, I fell 
down the stairs when I was a 
child,” he said, but “I think it 
would be bollocks, really to 
hide behind that... I did a ba$ 
thing, there you have it.” 
Asked about his reaction to 
the public interest in the 
story. Grant said ‘T can see 
where if I hadn’t been the 
person who perpetrated this 
whole thing, 1 suppose I 
would be enjoying it as much 
as anyone else. But it’s pretty 
miserable on the other side of 
the equation.” Grant left 
London for Los Angeles to 
promote his new film Nine 
Months late Sunday after 
spending the weekend with 
Hurley, 29, an Estee Lauder 
cosmetics spokeswoman. 
*Tve done an abominable 
thing, and she's been amaz- 
ing about it,” Grant said. 
“Contrary to what I read in 
the paper today, she's been 
very supportive, and we are 
going to try and work it out 
Time is of the essence.” 
When Leno asked Grant why 
he agreed to appear on the 
Tonight Show amid the pub- 
licity frenzy over his Sunset 
Strip scandal,.. Grant said 
"“I’ve never been one to , blow 
my own ’trumpet, as they 
say...” The audience ex- 
ploded in laughter before 
Grant continued, “...This is a 
funny film.” Fans cheered 
the actor outside the NBC 
studio, with one woman wav- 
ing a sign that read “I would 
have paid you. Hugh-” 

hr 

Diana, sons 
arrive in U.S. 
on private visit 

DENVER (R) — Britain's 
Princess Diana and her two 
sons arrived' in Denver, Col- 
ora da on a private visit, offi- 
cials said. Princess Diana and 
sons Prince William and 
Prince Harry, who are re- 
ported to be on vacation, 
arrived in San Francisco on a 
flight from London. But the 
three spent only an hour at 
San Francisco Airport before 
taking another flight to De- 
nver. Airport sources in De- 
nmark said the three arrived 
there on Monday evening. It 
was not known whether they 
would be staying in Denver 
or going to the Rocky Moun- 
tains, where there are several 
luxury resorts such as Aspen 
where Princess Diana has 
spent time in the past. A 
group of officials escorted 
Princess Diana, the estranged 
wife ot Britain’s Toyal heir 
Prince Charles, into the air- 
port terminal at San Francis^ 
co. where she was given ax0 
enthusiastic welcome by well- 
wishers. After passing quick* 
jy through customs, PnncesS 
Diana, wearing a black dress 
and jacket, was whisked 
away m a green State Depart- 
Va £ ■ * spokeswoman 
for the British consulate in 

rS ™f£°° said Princess . 
Diana and her sons were on a 
private visit. She said they 

™£l nt3 ^ in SanFrancuJ 
co but said she had no details 
about their schedule. 

Filipino mother 
wins $l.7m 
in lottery 

^9 — A mother 
C f 5«ined a record 

fsi 7 mill- 42 ? miUi0n pesos 
in ti^ PhT° n ^- 85 Ione winner 

■saSrasss 

iteav ~-7 * i 

■ » Pro- 

sacrSmg 

Dtckimf fne ’ - w toch involves 
tion of six TT* combina- 
to 42 “ nurnbe rs from one 
months ^ 0 WtI0duced five 
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..Royal Ulster Constablery (RUC) officers in riot gear block the near here after police stopped them holding their traditional 
..road to members of the Orange Order in Portadown in an Orange Order march through a Roman Catholic district (AFP 
--attempt to stop confrontation with Nationalists. Hundreds of photo) 

'angry Protestants refused late Sunday to budge from a road 


N. Ireland Protestants march through Portadown 


. PORTADOWN. Northern 
-Ireland (AFP) — Hundreds 
wOf Protestants marched — 
„ silent, grim-faced, but peace- 
. fully — through a Catholic 
■enclave of this south Ulster 
Itown Tuesday in a traditional 
, Orange parade delayed by 
two days of violent dashes. . 
‘ The parade, agreed by the 
‘ Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC) after lengthy talks 
with Catholics and Protes- 
~ tarns, broke a 48-hour con- 
frontation that had drawn 
.thousands of angry Prates- 
t tan is to this town of 4,000 
‘from across Northern Ire- 
land. 

Shortly before noon, the 
police suddenly withdrew 
.from Garvaghy Road around 
the Drumcree parish church 
.where they ana the Protes- 
tant marchers,, or Orange- 
men, as they 'are known, had! 
..been odse-tb^nose'sirice Sun- 

>y- • jl 

Minutes later, the parade 
began and swiftly covered the 
'route towards some 200 
Catholic protesters who, in 
accordance, with the agree- 


ment, withdrew to the side- 
lines behind a light cordon of 
police. 

There was an icy silence as 
Protestant marchers walked 
the 100 -metre gauntlet past 
the silent, glaring Catholic 
protesters, some of whom 
held up banners saying, “No 
Sectarian Marches.” 

The Orangemen stared 
straight ahead, carrying a 
single banner with Union 
Jack and Orange flag flutter- 
ing in the breeze. 

Within minutes they had 
passed. 

Not an insult was ex- 
changed, not a stone thrown, 
and when they were past the 
Catholics, the Protestants 
broke the tension with a 
hearty round of applause 
they said was for the police, 
and for therasdves. 

„ The RUCs green light fol- 
lowed a Tught in which sever? 
al policemen were injured in 
dashes with throngs of Pro- 
testants, numbering upwards 
of 10 , 000 , who had rallied 
here to protest the altered 
parade route. 


officers, pelted with 
stones, bottles and other pro- 
jectiles, tired rubber bullets 
at the advandng unionist 
crowd, barely managing to 
keep them out of the Gar- 
vaghy Road area. 

In an apparent concession 
to the Catholics, Tuesday’s 
inarch had virtually none of 
the loud music, gaudy flags, 
banners, ribbons and fanfare 
that are the traditional 
accountrements — some say 
provocations — of the sum- 
mer Orange parades that 
have been an age-old fixture 
in Ulster. 

Brendon McKenna, chair- 
man of the Garvaghy Road 
residents' group, said the 
agreement allowing the 
march to go ahead had been a 
trimph for common sense. 

“There was no triumphal- 
ism on our part,**? he- said. 
‘'WeaTenotrdassnTglhisa^^ 
victory over the Orange 
Order. Common sense has 
prevailed." 

One Protestant woman, 
asked if she felt any sympathy 
for the Catholic protestors. 


replied, “Why should 1? I 
used to live on Garvaghy 
Road before they look it over 
and we had to get our.” 
Seamus- Mallon, MP with 
the moderate Catholic Soda! 
Democrat and Labour Party, 
said the Orange parades “are 
not here to express peoples' 

, beliefs, but to offend people 
' who do not share those be- 
liefs. It’s a macho thing.” 
The Protestants Sunday 
had attempted to walk the 
route they have walked every 
summer for 188 years, from 
church back to their homes. 

- This time, following a. 
week of sectarian conflict 
stirred by the controversial 
release of a British soldier 
convicted of murdering a 
Catholic teenager, the police 
said the route would have to 
be diverted to avoid clashes. 
The Oraqgempn, backed; 
[.by 

cluding^the “Reverend Ian 
Paisley, fiery leader - of the 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
refused to be moved, saying 
the parade route was their 
right and tradition. 


Burma’s Suu Kyi vows to work for democracy 


3, sons 
e in U.S. 
rivate visit 


RANGOON (Agencies) — 
Burmese dissident Aung San 
Suu Kyi, appearing in public 
Tuesday for the first time 
after six years in detention, 
said she was confident demo- 
cracy would prevail in her 
troubled South East Asia 
country. 

Less than 24 hours after 
'.being freed from house arrest 
by Burma's military rulers, 
Ms. Suu Kyi said she was • 
wilting to talk to them about 
achieving peace and stability 
■in 1 the country. 

“I am happy to be able to 
say that despite all that we 
have undergone, the forces 
for democracy in Bunna re- 
main strong, and dedicated,” 
a beaming Suu Kyi t old re- 
porters. 

“I do know that democracy 
will come to Burma because' 
it is something that the peo- 
ple want,” said the 50-year- 
old Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ner, adding she never 
'doubted she would be freed, 
r As she spoke to a large 
gathering of reportere in the 
lakeside home to which she 
"had been confined since July 
‘20, 1989, a delighted crowd 
gathered on the street out- 
side, even though by Tuesday 
afternoon a local media 
blackout of news of her re- 
lease was still in force. 

Ms. Suu Kyi said top offi- 
cials from the ruling State • 
Law and Order Restoration 
• ^Council (SLORC) told her 
Monday afternoon that she 
was unconditionally freed. 

“They would like me to 
help towards achieving peace 
and stability in the country,” 
Ms. Suu Kyi said. 

“We have to choose be- 
tween dialogue or utter de- 
vastation- I would like to 
believe that human instinct 
for survival alone, if nothing 
else, would eventually lead us 
jo prefer dialogue.” 

- Ms. Suu Kyi also said she 
bad no bad feelings towards 
those who imprisoned her, 
and said some of them were 
even “charming,** but 
pleaded to military author- 
ities for moderation. 

“Extreme viewpoints are 
-.not confined to any particular 
’group and it is the responsi- 
bility of the leaders to control 
such elements as they 
threaten the spirit of recon- 
ciliation.” 

She appealed to the gov-. 

■ emment to release other 



Aung San Son Kyi 


pro- democracy campaigners 
still in prison. 

Ms. Suu Kyi was detained 
by the SLORC for “en- 
dangering the state” after 
outspoken attacks on the 
military which killed and im- 
prisoned thousands while 
suppressing a pro-democracy 
uprising in 1988. 

The daughter of Burma's 
independence hero, she won 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1991. 

She said she thought her 
release should be seen as a 
positive sign, but cautioned 
against expecting too much 
too soon., “I would like them 
to see it as a good sign, a 
hopeful sign,” she said. “But 
I would like them to regard it 
with caution, cautious optim- 
ism, I think.” 

Referring to the overgrown 
vegetation inside the com- 
pound of her house on the 
shore of the Inya Lake, Ms. 
Suu Kyi said she was first 
going to try and “understand 
what’s been going on outside 
this garden.” 

Her next priority would be 
to sit down with fellow pro- 
democracy leaders and de- 
cide on their next steps. 

Immediately after her re- 
lease, and again Tuesday 
morning, Ms. Suu Kyi met 
senior officials of the Nation- 
al League for Democracy 
(NLD) she helped found in 
1988. 

The NLD swept elections 
in 1990, taking 392 of the 485 
contested seats — even 
though Ms. Suu Kyi was 
already detained at the time. 
The SLORC never recog- 
nised the election result. 

Ms. Suu Kyi said the re- 


sults showed the true feelings 
of the Burmese. “The major- 
ity of the people in Burma 
believe in the market eco- 
nomy and democracy as was 
amply viewed by the results 
of the 1990 elections,” she 
said. 

Ms. Suu Kyi, had a short 
meeting with Rangoon-based 
diplomats Tuesday following 
the news conference marking 
her release from house 
arrest. 

Diplomats readied by tele- 
phone in Rangoon said that 
several who had attended the 
news conference had . talks 
with her afterward in which 
she said she was looking for- 
ward to further contacts. 

The diplomats declined to 
give farther details or to say 
who was present at the meet- 
ing. 

Smiling broadly. Ms. Sun 
Kyi also spoke to cheering 
supporters outside her com- 
pound after the news confer- 
ence, encouraging them to 
keep the 'faith. 

The crowd, which had 
waited patiently, many of 
them seated in the roadway 
on University Avenue out- 
side the gate, chanted wishes 
of health happiness to the 
opposition leader, eyewitnes- 
ses. said. 

Saying it was best to oper- 
ate within the law, Ms. Suu 
Kyi encouraged the crowd to 
vacate the roadway — which 
they did immediately and in 
orderly fashion, the eyewit- 
nesses said. 


World welcomes release 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and other world leaders 
Tuesday hailed Ms. Suu Kyi's 
first step back into the politic- 
al spotlight after six years 
under house arrest. 

But most said they sought 
further signs of the Burmese 
military junta's willingness to 
reach out to its democratic 
opposition. The fate of other 
political prisoners received 
particular attention. 

Mr. Clinton, United Na- 
tions Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali, and leaders 
who had pressed for the re- 
lease of the 50-year-.old 
Nobel Peace Prize winner 
and Burma's best-known dis- 
sident, all praised the gesture- 
of the Burmese authorities. 

Japan announced it would 


end an eight-year freeze on 
yen loans to impoverished 
Burma, with Japanese Fore- 
ign Minister Yohei Kono 
saying it was “a major step 
forward in the democratisa- 
tion of the country." 

Australian Foreign Minis- 
ter Gareth Evans said it was 
“marvellous news." 

The six-nation Association 
of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), made up of most 
of Burma’s near neighbours, 
said the move justified their 
policy of “constructive en- 
gagement” with the ruling 
SLORC in Rangoon. 

The Thai Foreign Ministry, 
said credit should go to Bur- 
ma's neighbours in ASEAN 
— which also groups 
Malaysia, Indonesia, the Phi- 
lippines, Brunei and Singa- 
pore — for not isolating the 
Burmese regime. 

“I think the effort of 
ASEAN collectively through 
constructive engagement has 
drawn positive results, and 
we have learned the news 
with great relief," Deputy 
Foreign Minister Surin Pirsu- 
wan told AFP. 

Britain, France and Ger- 
many all welcomed Ms. Suu 
Kyi’s surprise liberty. 

Only China, among the 
key nations involved, de- 
clined to comment on the 
release. 

China was the first country 
to recognise Burma’s military 
junta after it came to power 
in a coup d'etat in 1988. It is 
currently the main supplier of 
military aid to its southern 
neighbour. 

And while China generally 
does not comment on other 
countries' domestic affairs 1 — 
especially when the issue is 
embarrassing for the govern- 
ment, it knows attention 
could now fall on its own 
rights record. 

“This is an internal affair 
of Burma." a Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said of the 
release . of the 1991 Nobel 
Peace Prize winner. 

But even the positive re- 
sponses were nearly all tinged 
with caution about the future 
conduct of the militaryoffic- 
ers in Rangoon. 

Amnesty International, a 
frequent critic of Burma’s hu- 
man rights record, urged Mr. 
Evans to press for further 
improvements when he goes 
to an ASEAN summit in 
Brunei this month. 


Teenaged girl rescued after 
12 days in Seoul store rubble 



Too Ji-Hwan, the 18-y ear-old girl dug out ter from her St Mary's AospiCal bed an hour 
after surviving under the rubble of the col- after her rescue. Yoo was the 35th person 
lapsed Sampoong Department Store, her eyes freed alive from the debris of the June 29 
bandaged against the light talking to a repor- disaster (AFP photo) 


SEOUL (AFP) — Rescuers 
Tuesday plucked a teenaged 
girl from the rubble of the 
collapsed Sampoong Depart- 
ment Store, miraculously 
alive 12 days after the disas- 
ter that killed and injured 
more than 1,300 people. 

Doctors said the 18-year- 
otd sales assistant, Yoo Ji- 
Hwan, had survived on drops 
of rainwater seeping through 
the tangled cement blocks 
trapping her. 

They diagnosed her as in 
remarkably good health, de- 
spite an acute kidney prob- 
lem caused by dehydration 
and malnutrition. 

Ms. Yoo was talking ani- 
matedly minutes- after her 
rescue, and won the heartts 
of ' thousands glued to the 
rescue on television by peek- 
ing out from the towel shield- 
ing her eyes from the sunlight 
to take a look at the world. 

But hopes for three other 
survivors, who rescuers 
understood were entombed 
in the narrow, dank crawl- 
hole with Ms. Yoo, were 
dashed when the rescuers 
.said .minutes later they had 
found no trace of them. 

“We cannot confirm they 
are there,” Yonhap Televi- 
sion News (YTN) quoted a 
rescue team chief on the col- 
lapse site as saying. 

But he added that the re- 
lentless search, buoyed by 
the dramatic rescues of Ms. 
Yoo a 21-year-old youth, 
Choi Myung-Suk, two days 
ago, would not stop, despite 
the dangers posed to rescuers 
by monsoon rain and light- 
ning. 

Ms. Yoo communicated 
with her rescuers by wiggling 
“yes-no” signals, with one 
manicured foot, the only part 
of her that was visible, as 
they gingerly dug toward her 
for an hour and a half, fearful 


of toppling a huge tilted ce- 
ment slab above her. 

“What day is it,” rescuers 
said she asked them as they 
pulled her out feet first. Later 
she told doctors at suburban 
St. Mary's Hospital where 
die was admitted that what 
she most wanted was “an iced 
coffee.” 

Ms. Yoo’s discovery was 
made just before 2:00 p.m. 
local time (0500 GMT) — 284 
hours after the disaster — 
following a sound detector 
blip, near to the place where 
Choi Myung-Suk was pulled 
out Sunday, the 34th to be 
extricated alive from the de- 
bris. 

Mr. Choi had spent 10 days 
in an air pocket, also living 
off rainwater and chewing on 
cardboard. 

The confirmed death toll 
from the disaster meanwhile 
rose to 211 with more than 
200 still missing. More than 
900 people were injured 


when the five-storey building 
collapsed on June 29. 

YTbftelevision showed the 
hundreds of relatives of the 
missing, who are camped in a 
makeshift hall near the site, 
cheering, and some weeping, 
as they watched Ms. Yoo 
emerging from the hole on 
television sets. 

Ms. Yoo’s mother told 
television interviewers, “her 
father is very ill, so I lied and 
told him she was alive. She is 
alive. Oh, she is alive.” 

She also said Ms. Yoo, 
who graduated from high 
school in February and had 
worked at the store for eight 
months, was the family’s sole 
breadwinner. 9 

Meanwhile, the search for 
culprits in the shoddy con- 
struction and illegal modifica- 
tions to the doomed store 
continued with investigators 
banning 10 officials of 
Woosung Construction Com- 
pany, which made the build- 


ing’s steel frame, from. leav- 
ing the country. 

On Monday, the investiga- 
tors issued arrest warrants for 
four suburban officials who 
they say took bribes of tens of 
thousands of dollars to over- 
look illegal extensions to the 
store. 

One, Hwang Chol-Min, ac- 
cused of accepting a free 
country dub membership 
■worth 515,800 in return for 
giving the building a clean bill 
of health, was currently chief 
of the training centre for 
Seoul city public officials, 
Yonhap News Agency said. 

The Sampoong owners, in- 
cluding founder and Chair- 
man Lee Jun, are under 
arrest for manslaughter 
caused by criminal negli- 
gence. 

The shopping centre, one 
of the plushest in Seoul, was 
built during a building boom 
in 1989 on the site of an old 
trash landfill. 


Anti-nuclear anger mars Chirac Europarliament talk 


STRASBOURG, France 
. (Agencies) — French Presi- 

. po{Hilari ty ' oF Ini decTsfc^‘ to 1 
resume nuclear weapons tests 
when lawmakers jeered him 
as he addressed the Euro- 
pean Parliament Tuesday. 

Socialist, Communist and 
Ecologist parliamentarians 
chanted “no, no, no” and 
waved banners bearing a 
mushroom cloud and the 
word “non” as Mr. Chirac 
reported to the Strasbourg 
Assembly on France's six- 
month EU presidency, which 
ended on June 30. 

Friedrich Wolf of the Ger- 
man Greens Party denounced 
Mr. Chirac in a response to 
his speech as a “Neo-Gauilist 
Ram bo." 

He called for cross-border 
resistance to force France to 
abandon its South Pacific 
tests, just as the oil giant 
Shell was forced to drop 
plans to dump the obsolete 
oil platform Brent Spar in the 
Atlantic last month. 

As Mr. Chirac began 
speaking, some deputies tried 
to shout him down with 
rhythmic chants of “no. ’’ Par- 
liament President Klaus 
Haensch interrupted Chirac 
and shouted at members to 
be quiet. 

Dozens of left-wing parlia- 
mentarians held signs bearing 


the slogan “stop nuclear tests 
now” in French and German. 
JK banner raised: be bind, con- 
servative Gauilist president’s 
-back -proclaimed: '‘Monsieur 
*Le- Presidenti ?. 1 Non” ’(Mr. 
President, No). 

Speakers denounced the 
use of force by the French 
Navy to drive the Green- 
peace environmental orga- 
nisation's flagship, Rainbown 
Warrior, away from Muruora 
Atoll in French Polynesia, 
where the French tests are 
due to resume in September. 

Pauline Green, president 
of the Socialist group, the 
largest force in the parlia- 
ment, urged Mr. Chirac to 
reconsider what she calld “an 
environmental and human 
rights crime which one of our 
own states is about to commit 
in another part of the world.” 

“We in Western Europe, 
have no right to inflict en- 
vironmental terror thousands 
of miles from our shores." 
she said. 

“We would object if a far- 
off country decides to test a 
weapon of untold danger 
somewhere on our conti- 
nent." 

In a brief rejoinder, Mr. 
Chirac said fhe eight rests 
planned between September 
and May would be France's 
last, and would enable it to 
sign a global test ban treaty 
next year. 


“I noticed a certain emo- 
tion on this point, which I 
understand, although 1 do. 
riot share it," he said. 

■ Claudia- Roth,- president of 
the Green group, said she 
presented Mr. Chirac with a 
“Strasbourg appeal" urging 
him to remember his youthful 
activism on behalf of the 
“Stockholm appeal" for a 
world ban on nuclear 
weapons. 

An Irish Greens parlia- 
mentarian, Nuala Ahern, 
said security men threw her 
to the ground as Mr. Chirac 
arrived. She told Reuters she 
would file a police complaint 
and press charges for assault. 

Others opened umbrellas 
in the gold-starred blue col- 
ours of the EU with the 1 
slogan “no to nuclear prolif- 
eration" and one banner 
hung from a gallery deman- 
ded in French: “Less arro- 
gance in the Pacific, more 
courage in Bosnia." 

Security guards tore down 
the banner during Mr. Chir- 
ac's speech, sparking re- 
newed uproar, bogs and 
whistles. Mr. Haensch had to 
threaten to suspend the ses- 
sion to restore order. 

Right-wing speakers de- 
plored the protests. Former 
Belgian Prime Minister Wil- 
fried Martens, speaking for 
the Christian Democratic 
group, said: "This kind of 


demonstration lowers the 
credibility of this parlia- 
.ment.”. :;li; 

Mr. Chirac's rough recep- 
tion was in. stark contrast to 
the standing- ovation which 
his predecessor, Francois 
Mitterrand, won in the same 
chamber six months earlier, 
when he declared in an 
acclaimed speech: “National- 
ism is war.” 

Mr. Chirac called for a 
strong European foreign and 
defence policy. The vision of 
Europe he set out briefly was 
markedly more nationalistic 
and less integrationist than 
Mr. Mitterrand’s. 

Mr. Chirac said France 
favoured a “big Europe” un- 
iting the whole continent, 
'■ with greater dedsion-making . 
power for- the Council of 
member governments and a 
bigger say for national parlia- 
ments alongside the Euro- 
pean Parliament. 

Mr. Chirac called for a 
-more democratic EU, which 
“means a reinforcement of 
the national parliaments and 
does not exclude in the least 
the necessary increase in the 
powers of the Strasbourg par- 
liament.” 

He said “France favours a 
greater Europe that will final- 
ly bring together our conti- 
nent, as (former French Pres- 
ident) General (Charles) De 
Gaulle had wished." 


Norwegian kidnapped by militants in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) 
— A Norwegian has been 
kidnapped by Muslim sepa- 
ratist militants in Kashmir, 
the sixth Western tourist 
seized in the troubled north- 
ern Indian state in the part 
week, police here said Tues- 
day. 

The Norwegian tourist, 
identified as Hans Christian 
Otto, was abducted Saturday 
in the same area where two 
Americans, two Britons and 
a German have been kidnap- 
ped by Muslim guerrillas 
since July 4, .police said. 

State police said the 
Norwegian man had been 
abducted while trekking in 
the Pahalgam area where the 
other Westerners were 
seized. He left Pahalgam on 
July 5 and was kidnapped by 
a group of militants Saturday. 

The Norwegian embassy' 
bent said it bad not received any 
report from the Indian au- 
thority es’so far about the dis- 
appearance of a Norwegian 
national. 

The Norwegian is the sixth 
Westerner seized by Muslim 
militants in the past week in 
tbree separate incidents in 
the moontains of Pahalgam, a 
popular resort some 100 
kilometres east of this Kash- 
mir summer capital. 

One of the kidnapped 
Americans, John Childs of 


Connecticut, managed to 
escape from his abductors 
over the weekend and reach 
Srinagar but another Amer- 
ican, two Britons and a Ger- 
man remain in the hands of 
the militants. 

The Americans — Childs 
and Donald Fred Hatchings 
— and Britons Paul Wells, 
23, and Keith Mangan, 34, 
were seized on July 4 while 
the German, Dirk Hasert, 
25, was abducted Saturday in 
a separate incident. 

The Indian authorities be- 
lieve that Mr. Hasert is being 
held by the same Muslim 
militant group which 
abducted the Americans and 
Britons but no organised has 
daimed responsibility for his 
kidnapping. 

A previously unknown 
group, Al Faran, has daimed 
responsibility for the abduc- 
tion of the Americans and 
Britons and demanded the 
release from Indian prisons 
of 21 Muslim militants by 
July 15. 

Indian authorities believe 
Al Faran may actually be the 
hardline group Harkat U1 
Ansar, which ladnapped two 
Britons in the same are a year 
ago and released them un- 
harmed after 17 days. 

Indian troops have been 
searching the woods around 
Pahalgam for the Western 


tourists and have barred fore- 
igners and Hindu pilgrims 
from leaving the town, saying 
they could become fresh 
targets of militants prowling 
the area. 

Army reinforcements ar- 
rived in Pahalgam Tuesday to 
help search for the abducted 
tourists, a police officer said 
in this summer capital of 
Kashmir, India’s only 
Muslim-majority state where 
a Muslim separatist drive has 
left more than 12,000 people 
dead since 1989. 

The authorities told fore- 
ign tourists not to trek 
beyond Pahalgam and ban- . 
ned the annual pilgrimage by 
Hindus to a cave shrine in the 
snow-clad mountains of 
Amarnath, 64 kilometres 
away. 

“We are sure militants are 
present on the trekking route 
and we don't want any more 
kidnappings," a police officer 
said. 

Thousands of Hindus visit 
Amarnath every year and 
dozens who' bve already 
reached Pahalgam are now. 
stranded. “The Hindu pil- 
grims shall be allowed to 
proceed when we are able to 
ensure full security,” the 
officer said. 

Foreigners who have 
already set out from Pahal- 
gam have been ordered to 


return. “Some have already 
come back while others are 
on their way,” the officer 
said. 

.The Harkat, which has 
mnay Afghans in its ranks, 
has threatened to attack Hin- 
du pilgrims trekking to 
Amarnath in retaliation for 
what it described as “the 
desecration and destruction 
of Islamic shrines in India.” 

On Tuesday, Umar 
Farooq, the Muslim religious 
leader of Kashmir, deman- 
ded the release of the West- 
ern tourists and condemned 
the kidnapping. 

Mr. Farooq, who also 
heads the Freedom Confer- 
ence, an umbrella group of 
Muslim organisations sup- 
porting Kashmir's secessioin 
from India, said he was trying 
to contact the kidnappers and 
secure the release of their 
captives. 

Other Kashmiri Muslim 
separatist groups have conde- 
mned the abductions and ac- 
cused “Indian agents'* of 
staging the kidnappings to 
discredit their movement. 

In Oslo, the Norwegian 
Foreign Ministry said it was 
unable to comment about the 
kidnapping. 

“Our embassy in New De- 
lhi is trying to get in touch 
with the information,” a 
ministry spokesman said. 
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Elections must be fair 


IT IS regrettable that the first nationwide 
municipal elections got marred by 
accusations and counter-accusations be- 
tween the opposition and government. 
Jordanians throughout the country who 
were celebrating or mourning their luck 
in the results last night would all agree on 
one thing: It does not matter if one wins 
or loses as long as the election process was 
fair, free and democratic. The fact there 
was a problem in Zarqa, and Ruseifa, 
means that it will take us some time yet to 
have trouble-free elections just like demo- 
cratic countries largely do. We did have 
problems in some districts too in the 1993 
parliamentary elections, but we thought 
every effort would be taken this time to 
preempt repitition anywhere in Jordan. 

What went wrong? 

The Islamic Action Front started re- 
leasing statements by mid-day yesterday 
| accusing tbe government of using various 
1 tactics to weaken the IAF candidates and 
help their opponents win. In the course of 
the day their representatives met with the 
prime minister and by the evening they 
said they had decided to boycott the poil 
in Zarqa even though the Ruseifa elec- 
tions were, according to them, also tam- 
pered with. The government countered 
by issuing a statement - in the evening 
accusing the Islamists of fabricating all 
their charges and calling on them to 
resort to tbe judiciary, the final arbiter in 
contests of this kind. 

While it is difficult for anyone else to 
determine the authenticity of the allega- 
tions made by the Islamists it is obvious 
that they feel targetted. The answer to the 
question of whether they are cannot be 
ours. Yet indications are that the govern- 
ment would not sit tight while it is also 
being the subject of a concerted campaign 
led by the mainly Islamist opposition. 

In any case, we could only urge the 
Islamists to heed the government’s call 
and resort to the judiciary, the third 
estate that has proven its integrity and 
credentials in recent times. Meanwhile 
the government and parliament need to 
work on new legislation that ensues the 
involvement of the judicial branch in 
supervising, on the spot, elections to 


come. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra*i daily Tuesday urged the 
ministers of trade in Egypt and Jordan, who are currently 
holding talks in Amman, to liberate trade exchange's 
between their two countries from all restrictions. Tafeq 
Masarweh said since Jordan and Egypt constitute part of 
the Arab Nation, according to their constitutions, no trade 
restrictions should exist between them and no limit on 
transactions between the private sectors must be placed on 
either side. Jordan should seek to promote inter-Arab 
trade with Egypt. Syria and other Arab states to arrive at 
economic integration in the Arab World, which unfortu- 
nately continues to conduct more than 90 per cent of its 
trade with non-Arab countries, said the writer. He said that 
the Jordanian trade minister ought to try. to attain a balance 
with Egypt in terms of trade exchanges and to remind his 
Egyptian counterpart of the fact that thousands of Egyptian 
workers in Jordan transfer considerable amounts of hard 
currency to their home country from Jordan. He said also 
that Egypt in the past did not treat Jordan's interests on 
equal basis like what happened in the transfer of Royal 
Jordanian funds to Jordan at a lime when Jordan was keen 
on honouring its commitments to the end. 


A WRITER in Al Dustour drew the attention of the 
Amman mayor and the municipal council to the fact that 
■many of the capital's districts complain from inadequate 
procedures for collecting and removing garbage from 
residential areas. Mohammad Daoud said the municipality, 
which is trying to offer the best available services to the 
residents of Amman, has regrettably allowed garbage 
trucks to park overnight or part of the day inside the 
residential quarters around the capital. Not only have the 
local residents been complaining of the stench arid the bad 
smell but they have been reporting that some of the waste 
materials and garbage were falling off the trucks into their 
areas, polluting the environment and causing common flics 
and insects to infest the residential areas, said the writer. 
Demanding that the garbage trucks be removed im- 
mediately from populated areas, the writer said that it is 
the duty" of the municipality to contribute towards safe- 
guarding public health and ensure the most healthy 
atmosphere for the capital’s residents. 
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Negotiating the last taboo: 
Palestinian refugees 


By Prof. Donna E. Arzt 


IT IS time to start talking 
about the refugees: the re- 
turn, resettlement and/or 
compensation of the any- 
where from two to four 
million Palestinians cur- 
rently living outside of 
Israel, the West Bank and 
Gaza. Although the Sept. 
13. 1993 Declaration of 
Principles (DoP) desig- 
nates tbe refugee issue as a 
"permanent status topic." 
not to be negotiated until 
(at most) three years after 
the Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho, it would 
be absurd to suggest that 
official negotiators will be 
able .to -broath the subject 
out of a virtual abyss. Yet 
that would be the effect of 
waiting until late 1996 or 
1997 before raising the 
topic at public conferences, 
open forums, in telecom- 
munications media or in 
print. 

Anyone who makes an 
honest assessment of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict must 
acknowledge that it is not 
really about territory but 
about people. The territo- 
rial issues — secure bor- 
derse, demilitarised zones, 
mutual withdrawal room, 
even the final status of 
Jerusalem, as seemingly as 
explosive a problem as any 
— arr essentially symbolic 
and ultimately amenable to 
technical solutions. By con- 
trast, the human dimension 
of the conflict — the fate of 
the refugees, their material 
and psychological needs, 
their dislocation and claims 
of entitlement, the resolu- 
tion of their residential and 
regal status — is the real 
crux of the issues to be 
permanently resolved. Yet 
this is the last taboo, the 
one that neither side raises 
either in public discussion 
or. by all accounts, in pri- 
vate meetings. 

During the summer of 
1994 l spent three weeks in 
Israel and the West Bank 
looking for people of influ- 
ence who were willing to 
talk about Palestinian re- 
fugees. I spoke to Jewish 
and Palestinian academics, 
current and former govern- 
ment (including Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 
officials and political activ- 
ists. as well as personal 
friends, usually centre-to- 
left Israelis. Almost unani- 
mously. they told me that 
they were not themselves 
working on the topic but 
were certain that someone 
else was. Occasionally. 
Israelis would give me 
another name to check, but 
almost invariably, it would 
turn out to be a false lead. 
Palestinians would usually 
refer me to the same per- 
son. Salim Tamari. a Bir 
Zcit University sociologist 
who heads the Palestinian 
delegation to the refugee 
multilateral talks. As he 
said when I finally caught 
up- with him, "one per- 
son does not make a dia- 
logue." 

Even more frustrating 
were the conversations 
with native Israeli friends. 
Two unrelated couples 
offered similar comments 
about my investigation. 
One pair are Holocaust 
survivors active in the 


Labour Party; the other, 
middle-aged kibbutzniks 
from the securlar Kibbutz 
Artzi Movement. Both told 
me that I shouldn’t be 
limiting my sources to 
Palestinians and Israeli 
leaders "on the left." But 
when I asked tHem who on 
the right would be willing 
to discuss the refugee issue 
rationally, they couldn't 
name anyone. One of the 
kibbutzniks almost got hys- 
terical at my use of the 
world "refugee." When I 
showed her official Israel 
Foreign Ministry docu- 
ments that used the term in 
reference to Palestinians, 
she declared that they were 
"selling out all of the sons 
who died in all the wars." 

After a while I realised 
that these patterns were 
more than coincidental, an 
indisputable leitmotif with 
two separate, but related 
explanations: for Israelis, 
there may be a psychologic- 
al barrier, a deep refusal to 
face the fact that there are 
real -life Palestinians out 
there who want to return to 
their family homes; and for 
Palestinians, it may reflect 
a "postponement mental- 
ity.” a sense that though it 
is central topic, it is not as 
urgent as elections, econo- 
mic investment and nego- 
• tiating the Israeli withdraw- 
al from the rest of the West 
Bank. 

None of this is meant to 
imply that that the refugee 
issue has never been intro- 
duced officially or un- 
offjjcally by the peace 
negotiators.’ The multi- 
lateral process has made 
modest headway in the 
area and deserves some 
wider recognition. But ulti- 
mately. as The following de- 
scription reveals, it has 
failed to put the topic of 
Palestinian refugees on the 
only agenda where it will 
ever lead to a consensus 
about permanent status 
and final conditions: in the 
minds and in the discourse 
of the public 

The refugee Multilateral 
Working Group, a compo- 
nent of the Madrid process, 
was intended to undertake 
confidence building mea- 
sures focusing on impro- 
ving the short-term living 
conditions of Palestinian 
refugees without waiting 
for political breakthroughs 
of a more long-term nature 
through the bilateral nego- 
tiation process. This was. in 
and of itself, a significant 
development, as it meant 
that Arab states and 
Palestinians had accepted 
the principle — which they 
had previously opposed for 
45 years — that the refugee 
could improve their quality 
of life without prejudicing 
their future rights and sta- 
tus as either refugees or 
returnees. To this end. ihe 
members of the multilater- 
al agreed to undertake 
humanitarian projects in 
the areas of human' re- 
source development, voca- 
tional training and job 
creation, public health, 
child weifare and social anti 
economic infrastructural 
development. In addition, 
they agreed to sponsor re- 
search projects, including 
Canada's development of a 
database of existing in- 


formation and material on 
the refugees, and a Norwe- 
gian survey of the socio- 
economic conditions of re- 
fugees living in Gaza and 
the West Bank. 

The concrete results in 
each of these areas have 
been less than stellar. But 
by discussing and funding 
projects that are outside 
the West bank and Gaza, 
as well as inside, the re- 
fugee multilateral is in- 
tended to reassure diaspora 
Palestinians that their 
needs have not been cast 
aside by the bilateral 
autonomy/negotiation pro- 
cess. 

In terms of multilateral 
negotiations" over _ move- 
ment of persons, the retells 
are even more modest. 
Israel agreed in 1993 to 
raise its annual ceiling on 
the number of family reuni- 
fication cases it accepts 
from l .000 to 2,000 (or a 
total of 6,000 individuals); 
this involves the return of 
permanent residency status 
in the West Bank or Gaza 
or Palestinians who left in 
1967 or later. Israel also 
agreed that the reluming 
members of the Palestinian 
police force and their fami- 
lies would not be counted 
in the annual quota. 
Another 5.000 temporary 
residents of the territories 
have been allowed to re- 
main permanently with 
their families and up to 
80,000 permanent residents 
of the (occupied) territories 
who overstayed their per- 
mits to go abroad will be 
allowed back. 

The most far-reaching re- 
sult on refugees that has 
come out of the bilateral 
process arises from the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treat of October. 1994. 
One of the six general prin- 
ciples of the treaty states 
that the two countries "be- 
lieve that within their con- 
irol. involuntary move- 
ments ol persons in such a 
wav as to adversely pre- 
judice the security of either 
party should not be permit- 
ted." (The two English lan- 
guage texts that I’ve ex- 
amined use the elective 
word "should.” rather than 
the mandatory “shall.) In 
addition an article titled 
"Refugees and Displaced 
Persons" renewed the 1 993 
Declaration of Principle’s 
call for a quadripartite 
committee of Israel, Jor- 
dan. Egypt and the Palesti- 
nians to work towards the 
resolution of the matter of 
persons displaced from the 
•territories during or alter 
the 1967 war. In a final 
article. Israel and Jordan 
agreed to establish a claims 
commission for the mutual 
settlement of all financial 
claims. The provision does 
not go into any detail, 
however, as to who can 
make claims, subject cover- 
age. valuation of property 
or sources of funding. 

The quadripartite com- 
mittee did meet in Amman 
in early March of 1995. The 
meeting produced only dis- 
agreement. as expected, 
over the matter of num- 
bers: Israel contends that ■ 
the number of Palesti- 
nians displaced in 1967 is 
between 150.000 and 
250.000. while the Arab 


parties put the total num- 
ber at about 850.000. As 
usual, the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
- for Palestinian Refugees 
(UNRWA) comes out in 
the middle, at 350.000. The 
discrepancy is mainly attri- 
butable to Israel's refusal 
to count spouses and chil- 
dren of those who left in 
1967. It is hard to imagine 
that this refusal is more 
than an initial negotiating 
stance, as Israel has already 
accepted the principle of 
family reunification in 
other contexts. With natu- 
ral increase over 28 reuni- 
fication in^other contents.. 
Wfifi natural increase over 
28r -years! the' middle-range 
350,000 figure would have 
doubled to 700,000 by to- 
day. The rest of the dispar- 
ity comes from Israel’s re- 
jection of a few hundred 
persons involved in 
i (alleged) terrorism, and 
those whose fate it seeks to 
have resolved in final status 
talks: those from East Jeru- 
salem. those whose home 
towns have since 1967 be- 
come Jewish settlements, 
and those 1948 refugees 
who were displaced again 
in 1967. This latter categ- 
ory is certainly a significant 
percentage. 

The Amman meeting 
was obviously a disappoint- 
ment for anyone with 
idealistic expectations. But 
given that it was the very 
first, official face-to-face 
meeting on this subject, the 
virtually complete lack of 
progress is understandable. 
Because the issue of the 
1967 displaced persons 
does not directly implicate 
the question of repatriation 
to Israel proper. I think 
that an agreement on the 
mechanism for their future 
return to the West Bank is 
eventually achievable. 

So. what is left to resolve 
after the mutter of the 1967 
displaced? Only the fate 
ot approximately two to 
four million Palestinians 
who currently live in Jor- 
dan, Lebanon. Syria, else- 
where in the Middle East 
and outside the Middle 
East. How many will even- 
tually return? To where? 
The West Bank and Gaza? 
To within the Israeli Green 
Line? What will happen to 
those who remain outside 
of cither Israel or the 
Palestinian territories? 
Who will receive com- 
pensation? How much and 
from what source? These 
arc m»t merely symbolic or 
technical questions by any 
means. In order for nego- 
tiators to begin to approach 
them, let alone resolve, 
them, public discourse 
needs to be directed to- 
wards some underlying 
principles of discussion. 

Though each side ex- 
presses it differently, at the 
most fundamental level, 
the refugee or human 
dimension of the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict is about 
the willingness to accept 
who one's neighbours arc. 
What "Jewish security" 
means for Israelis. "Palesti- 
nian return" means for 
Palestinians and other 
Arabs: the need for accept- 
ance. To achieve a practical 
yet equitable final settle- 
ment. each side knows that 


it must compromise its 
seemingly most uncom- 
promisable need. Hence 
the difficulty in inaugurat- 
ing, let alone reaching clo- 
sure on. the refugee issue. 

I contend that this most 
intractable of issues can be 
resolved if three basic 
negotiation principles are 
accepted by all sides: 

* The first principle is 
that discussion of the re- 
fugee question will be for- 
ward. not backward- 
looking. so that age-old 
battles over fault and 
causes of dislocation will 
not be done because con- 
crete agreements must take 
into account concrete. con- 


temporary demographic fi- 
gures^ fthich all derive 
from the hotly disputed 
base figure which I call the 


“magic number” — the 
number of Palestinians who 


left Israel during the 1948 
war. It also requires a great 
amount of rhetorical res- 
traint in use of politically 
loaded terminology such as 
“return.” “expulsion.” 
“transfer" and "rights.” 
Even the term "refugee." 
as I learned from my Israeli j 
friends, can precipitate I 
endless altercation in this | 
context. ] 


☆ The second principle is 
that wherever possible, 
obligations of the parties to I 
the negotiations must be 
made reciprocal and re- | 
gionally balanced. I believe I 
that the only pragmatic and 
fair resolution of the hu- 
man dimension of the con- 
flict is through regional 
participation. This involves 
a fact which honest brokers 
must acknowledge: that a 
large percentgc of Palesti- 
nian refugees must be 
absorbed permanently into 
either the countries of their- 
heretoforc temporary resi- 
dence or neighbouring 
countries of the Middle 
East. This result can ulti- 
mately be acceptable to the 
vast majority of Palesti- 
nians and their host states if 
they are given compensa- 
tion for abandoned proper- 
ty and dual citizenship as. 
for instance. Palestinian- 
Jordanians or Palestinian- 
Syrians (or even if I may 
be so bold to suggest. 

Palestinian- Kuwaitis). 

which will facilitate their 
future right to travel to and 
eventually to settle in an 
independent Palestinian 
state, but not their com- 
plete and immediate re- 
turn, which would be un- 
stahilising and impractical. 

* -Third, the standard to 
be achieved in the entire 
settlement must be interna- 
tional normality, the condi- 
tion in which responsible 
peaceful States and their 
citizens are expected in be- 
have and interact with each 
other, including respect for 
human rights and n o n - 
persccution of the ethnic 
minonttcs that will j ncvil . 
ably remain , n Israel. 
Palestine and ail 0 f the 
neighbouring states. (His 


(Continued on page 7) 
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ONE OF the cleverest innova- 
tions intended to separate the 
citizen from his dwindling 
purse is retroactive regulation. 

I came across it when I investi- ■ 
gated the commercial feasibili- 
ty of building an extension to a 
piece of property. I discovered 
that the building, which com- 
plied perfectly with all the rales 
in existence at the time of con- 
struction. was now in violation 
of a subsequent regulation stat- 
ing that every, building should 
have a parking space for every 
apartment or shop that it con- 
tains. Since mine does not. I 
should pay a hefty fine before I 
even think of the cost of per- 
mits. construction, etc. 


This is fascinating. Simply 
put. a citizen can tie punished ^ 
for violating a regulation con- 
ceived nearly half a century 
after the act. This rule, adroitly 
applied, opens up an infinity of 
prospects for raising revenue. 

As for us. miserable sinners, 
we should start putting money 
aside for the day when retroac- 
tive floes are slapped on us for 
having driven cars with internal - 
combustion engines, for having 
lived in houses with windows 
that are too small or tod large, 
or for having contributed to 
environmental degradation by 
'exhaling after each intake of 
breath. Pursuant to this 
approach, our bureaucracy can 
solve the national debt problem 
simply by imposing a retroac- 
tive fine on me for every ciga- 
rette that it caused me to smoke 
in exasperation since my return 
from undergraduate school. 

This, however, is technical- 
ly unjust because the sum 
requested is technically not a 
fige. ■ It is a fee. InoeturoTor ; 
paying it I would, he allocated ! 
parting space for-.jny .car in a 
public area near my. house. 
This is good in as far as it goes. 

It is scarcely an improvement 
on the current situation, since I 
already park ray car in front of 
ray house, but it would be nice 
to have that space earmarked 
for my exclusive use. 


Would it. though? How 
would this preserve of mine- be 
demarcated to ■ dissuade 
marauding motorists ' from 
usurping it? Well, it would not. 

I was told, so I should have 
somebody keep an eye on it 
and tell trespassers not io park 
there. Now, if the watchman 
asks a motorist not to paric in 
my slot, and the latter ignores 
him; what then? The bureau- 
crat took a deep breath and lift- ' 
ed the palms of his hands heav- 
enwards as if to say: "Look, 
sort it out with your neighbours 
and stop pestering me." 

The picture became clear. 
Having paid thousands of 
dinars to have the municipality 
assign a parking place for me 
on the street I should then 
engage a watchman to stand 
there and mind it in my '. 
absence. This guardian of my 
rights should preferably be a 
graduate from a diplomatic 
academy or a veteran from a. 
peace-keeping mission,’ 
because he would have to 
recourse only to his powers of 
tactful persuasion to dislodge a 1 
tired motorist from the . slot 
which he has struggled to find.- 


The story, however, does 
not end there. I ventured one 
last question: "What if the 

place allocated to me is already 
demarcated, as a 00 parking 
zone by the Department of 
Traffic . The patience of my. 
interlocutor with the rabbi 
stamp almost gave. "One real- 
ly should not be so neeative! . 
We are here to serve the citi-' 
zens as best as we can; but we 
have no control over the Traffic 
Department." In other words, 
just pay up and shut up. 
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Murder, slavery and 
theft inlawless Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Fanners in Somalia's fertile 
lower Shabelle region came 
forward Thursday to tell 
stories of an area ostensibly 
at peace but where they say 
m i l i ti amen beat, murder; 
enslave, tax, steal and ex- 
propriate. 

The farmers' added that 
they ended up thanking the 
gunmen — loyal to south 
Mogadishu warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
— for not tilling them. 

Among the stories: one 
29-year-old man killed be- 
cause he ate two bananas as 
he worked as a virtual slave 
on a plantation, and a 
woman who gave birth after 
being forced to work all 
day. 

The slave-workers are 
fed a meagre diet of beans 
boiled in unsalted water, 
the farmers say, but are 
forbidden to eat the fruit 
they pack. 

Ironically, life was actual- 
ly easier for them in the 
days of dictator Moham- 
inad Siad Barre, over- 
thrown in January 1991, 
since harvesters then could 
eat as many bananas as they 
wanted so long as they did 
not take any home. 

The farmers say that two 
big banana companies, 
Sombana, a subsidiary of 


the U.S.-based Dole cor- 
poration, and Somalfnrit, 
which has Italian backing, 
use. militiamen aboard 
dozens of “technicals” — 
pickup trucks with heavy 
weapons mounted — to 
force men, women and chil- 
dren to work on the planta- 
tions for more than 11 
hours a day for little or no 
pay. 

Roadside sellers said they 
would give terrified nods of 
appreciation as passing 
militiamen helped them- 
selves to cigarettes, coco- 
nuts, and fruit juices. 

Sombana bead Ahmad - 
Duale Gelle “Haf ’ denied 
the charge. “We haven't 
seen human rights viola- 
tions in the region so far,” 
be said. 

Somalfruit refused to 
comment. 

Local faction leader Ibra- 
him Mohammad Dirie said 
at least 10 farmers had been 
killed after resistin g mili tia- 
men who tried to take over 
their farms. 

He accused the com- 
panies of instigating the 
farm take-overs, and called 
for a withdrawal of all mili- 
tias and a boycott of ex- 
ported bananas. 

The fanners say some 
militias are employed 
directly by the companies. 


and that the others are loyal 
to General Aideed. who 
they say is supported finan- 
cially by both Sombana and 
Sonjalfruit despite his ous- 
ter as chairman of the 
Somali National Alliance 
on June 11 by hts finander- 
tumed-rival, Osman Has- 
sah AK “Atto." 

Aideed supporters 
elected tbe general as 
Somalia’s “interim presi- 
dent” on Jane 15, a move 
unrecognised by his rival 
During the banana har- 
vest, the fanners said, mili- 
tiamen pay 50 Somali cents 
for each bunch of bananas. 
This means a strong man 
able to carry 400 bundles in 
a day can earn the equiva- 
lent of three U.S. cents. 
But the militiamen sell 
untreated river water for 
drinking at 500 shillings per 
jerry can, the equivalent of 
tune U.S. cents, and charge 
150,000 shillings for enough 
canal water to irrigate a 
small farm once. 

On top of that, the far- 
mers say, they levy a “re- 
gional defence tax.” 

A university graduate 
who gave his name only as 
Dr. Musa said he saw a 
32-year-old man “tortured, 
then' shot in the head and 
thrown on a garbage pile, 
where his body was set 
ablaze.” 


Shell battle inspires Greenpeace to fight on 


By Kate KeUand 

Reuter 

AMSTERDAM — Green- 
peace has always been on 
the front line in the en- 
vironmentalists 1 battle to 
save the planet, but its re- 
cent successes have inspired 
and refreshed hopes that 
the small guys really can 
bear the world’s polluters. 

Long gone are the days 
when “earth lovers’," with 
their brown-bread-and- 
bicydes image, shook their 
fists at the governments and 
corporate giants they 
claimed were polluting the 
earth. 

Admirable, but rather 
pathetic, they were dismis- 
sed as wacky hippies with- 
out a hope of gaining real 
public support. 

But adept media man- 
ipulation by Greenpeace's 
multi-million dollar public- 
ity machine, snatching 
prime-time soundbites ana 
front page news, helped win 
public acclaim and raised 
the lobby’s profile around 
the globe. 

Formed in Canada in 
1971, when a dozen activists 
set sail in a tiny boat for the 
U.S. atomic test zone in 
Alaska, Greenpeace set out 
to grab headlines, and the 
public began to wake up to 
its mission when it beamed 
back pictures of its battles 


from around the world. 

Images', of activists hug- 
ging baby seals to protect diem 
from 1 dub-wielding fur hun- 
ters in Canada, or bodding 
perilously in tiny rubber 
dinghies to block huge ships 
carrying nulcear waste, 
soon became familiar 
throughout the world’s 
media. 

Then; 10 years ago this 
' month, French secret 
agents blew up Green- 
peace’s campaign boat 
Rainbow Warrior in Auck- 
land harbour. 

Greenpeace' said the 
attack, which killed one 
crew member and led to the 
resignation of the French 
defence minister, was “an 
historic act of violence, a 
display of state-sponsored 
terrorism... against an orga- 
nisation founded on a' prin- 
dple of non-violence.” 

As the 10th anniversary 
of the bombing approaches. 
Greenpeace's replacement 
vessel is on its way to the 
French nuclear rest site in 
the South Padfic — proof, 
its say, that the anri-nudear 
campaign cannot be stop- 
ped, even with violence. 

“You cannot sink a rain- 
bow..." Greenpeace says. 
“Our commitment to cam- 
paigning and peaceful 
direct action to stop en- 
vironmental destruction 
reamins unchanged." 


“If Shell was a big adver- 
sary, then the French gov- 
, emment with all its military 
and technical means is 
obviously a much harder 
nut to crack," international 
campaign director Ulrich 
Jurgens told Reuters. 

“But in the end we will 
prove that what they are 
doing is wrong and they will 
have the population against 
them as much as Shell did,” 
he added, referring to the 
Greenpeace-led campaign 
which forced Shell to aban- 
don plans to dump the 
brent spar oil platform at 
sea. 

After a quarter of a cen- 
tury of peaceful protest 
aimed at protecting the en- 
vironment, Greenpeace has 
been transformed into a 
slick, fast-acting organisa- 
tion. 

It recognised the value of 
winning the battle for the 
media and wired itself up 
for the 1990s, harnessing 
modern technology to drive 
home its environmental 
message. 

With its global headquar- 
ters in Amsterdam. Green- 
peace now has office in 30 
countries and an income of 
S131 million. 

Its coffers, funded exclu- 
sively by individual mem- 
bership fees and private 
donations, are estimated to 
grow to $142 million this 


year. The money pays for a 
full time- staff of 12,000 — 
there are many thousands 
of volunteers — a fleet of 
six vessels, two hot air bal- 
loons, a helicopter and hun- 
dreds of rubber dinghies. 

Greenpeace was the first 
“green” group to use digital 
compression television to 
beam live pictures of its 
campaigns to the world's 
media. It has thousands of 
mobile and satellite tele- 
phones. bleepers and on- 
site faxes. 

“At the very beginning of 
Greenpeace’s history it be- 
came very apparent that if 
we could bring images of 
environmental abuse to the 
public... it would help us in 
the battle to win their 
hearts and then their 
minds.” Richard Titchen, 
chief executive of Green- 
peace communications, told 
- Reuters. 

“Going live is what ev- 
’ erybody looks for these 
days. We have to keep up 
with modem technology." 

Support fgr Greenpeace 
had fallen off in recent 
years, with membership 
down from a peak of almost 
five million in 1990 to just 
over three million last year 
as internal bickering ble- 
mished the group's public 
standing. 

Some campaigners, felt 
Greenpeace was becoming 


too much like a profit- 
• making institution. They 
argued that job cuts and 
reorganisations cut at the 
group’s core. 

But last month's victory 
over Shell rekindled public 
support and helped, reunite 
internal factions. 

The campaign bore all 
the group's traditional hall- 
marks. 

Activists risked their lives 
to stop the rig being 
dumped, the media was fed 
live video pictures of battles 
with Shell's water canons. 
European governments 
condemend Snell and there 
was a widespread public 
boycott of its petrol. sta- 
tions. 

The result proved the 
worth of manning slick 
publicity with old-fashioned 
people power. 

“It’s not really about the 
actual contents of the 
(brent) spar and what it 
could have done," Mr. 
-Jurgen said. “But the spar 
very much symbolises the 
way in which we as an 
industrialised society go ab- 
out dealing with the waste 
we produce.” 

“The important point is 
that this waste was created 
by Shell, the third big g est 
company on this planet, 
and that it was still planning 
to behave like a little child 
who throws a lemonade can 
into the water." 


Negotiating the last taboo 


(Continued from page 6) 

Majesty) King Hussein 
stated it best at the White 
. House ceremony which en- 
ded the state of war be- 
tween Jordan and Israel: 
“We are on our way now 
truly towards what is nor- 
mal in relations between 
our peoples and 
ourselves." 

As a law professor, t am 
constantly asked what prin- 
ciples of law are relevant to 
resolution of the refugee - 
issue. The answer,- cynical 
though it may sound, is 
“very few;” Three aspects' 1 
of-Jncernatiotiai' law, asidtf^ 

from the: general principal 
of respect for human rights, ’" 
are germane, but not 
necessarily helpful. They 
are the right of return with- 
in the context of the inter- 
national law of freedom of 
movement; the right of re- 
fugees to compensation 
both for their dislocation ' 
and for property left be- 
hind; ana the prohibition 
on mass' expulsion and in- 
voluntary transfer. 

☆ On the other first sub- 
ject, return, international 
law scholars such as Tufts 
University professor Hurst 
Hannum have closely con- 


strued the relevant lan- 
guage of the central treaty, 
the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political 
Rights, which reads: “No 
one shall be arbitrarily dep- 
rived of the right to enter 
his own country." The 
word “return’’ is conspi- 
cuously absent from this 
formulation. Moreover, it 
is structured as an indi- 
vidual right and not a col- 
lective or group right. It 
has also been pointed out 
that the most relevant non- 
treaty law on the subject of 
Palestinian refugees, the 
U.N. General Assembly’s 
Resolution 194, adopted in 
i948, states that, the re- 
fugees “should be permit- 
ted to return to their 
homes.... and receive com- 
pensation" but nowhere 
uses the word “right." 
Therefore. I think that re- 
son by- Palestinian nego- 
tiators to the legalese of 
“right of return” can only 
result in the politicised 
locking of horns. 

☆ On the second topic, 
refugee compensation, it 
must be acknowledged that 
aside from a few and very 
discreet occasions, no 
large-scale refugee crisis 
'has ever been resolved 


through the award of com- 
pensation. However, much 
ground-breaking research 
in the specific context of 
Palestinian refugees has 
been done by SUNY Bing- 
hamton political scientist 
Don Peretez, author of the 
recent book, Palestinian 
Refugees and the Middle 
Peace Process. He has 
irked on identifying 
ilestinian property left 
shind in Israel in 1948, as 
well as methods of asses- 
sing the current value of 
that property and the possi- 
ble means of fending and, ; 
distributing compensation^ 
The parties to the peace,, 
process have barely' 
touched on this very vola- 
tile compensation question. 
Thrown in the cauldron is 
the issue of Israeli counter- 
claims concerning Jewish 
property abandoned in 
Arab countries in the 
period of 1949-1952 when 
Jews from Iraq. Yemen 
and elsewhere migrated to 
Israel. The lobby group 
World Organisation of 
Jews from Arab Countries 
(WOJAC) claims that this 
property is worth five times 
that of Arab property left 
in Israel. 

* The third germane 


area involves customary in- 
ternational law norms ab- 
out mass expulsion and 
forcible transfer of popula- 
tions. From time to time, 
extremists in both Palesti- 
nian and Israeli camps have 
espoused purported “solu- 
tions” to the conflict that 
invoke these rejectionist 
means. Suffice it to say that 
international law forbids . 
such unilateral action. 
However, bilateral and 
multilateral agreements to 
transfer populations are 
permitted by international 
law' if offered to the trans- 
ferees on a truly voluntaiy 
basis, if the process is 
orderly and humane, and if 
compensation for aban- 
doned!' property is: pro- 
vided... Whether one-sided 
.or compulsory economic 
incentives or imposed poli- 
tical conditions can be con- 
sidered voluntary depends . 
on the individual context. 

I believe that the tradi- 
tional discourse which 
attempts to divide Palesti- 
nians into categories based 
on from where and when 
they left and why they left 
is bound to lead nowhere. 
There will never be agree- 
ment on the “magic num- 
ber.” Moreover, the num- 
bers game is inherently re- 
trospective and blame- 
ridden. and as rime passes. 


the categories (1948 v. 
1967. voluntary v. involun- 
tary, Green Line v. terri- 
tories v. diaspora) blur and 
become harder to disting- 
uish anyway. Instead. I 
think the most humanita- 
rian and pragmatic way to 
resolve the refugee issue is 
by focusing on current 
needs. A priority ranking 
of the most vulnerable 
Palestinian populations — 
those who urgently need 
permanent solutions to 
their residential and legal 
status — would look some- 
thing like this: 

1) residents of the most 
over-crowded and unsanit- 
ary refugee camps in Gaza.; 

2) given Lebanon ’s', oft-, 
stated Intention" 'to J expel 
them, residents of the most 
vulnerable refugee camps 
in Lebanon; 

3) all other refugee camp 
residents in Jordan. Syria, 
Lebanon, and the .West 
Bank and Gaza: 

4) all other refugees, in- 
cluding Palestinian resi- 
dents of other Middle East- 
ern srates. mosr of whom 
are stateless. 

Ir can be assumed that 
most of the non-camp 
Palestinians of Jordan, who 
have Jordanian citizenship 
and are. rather firmly set- 
tled there, would be willing 


to remain in the Kingdom, 
ifrih'ey can be given either 
Palestinian-Jordanian dual 
citizenship or a Palestinian 
identity card, as well as 
compensation for property 
abandoned in 1948. Simi- 
larly, although the 350.000 
■Palestinians of Syria do not 
have citizenship, most are 
virtual citizens in ail but 
name, living in permanent 
housing in neighbourhoods 
of Damascus. Syria should 
agree to grant them 
citizenship and not consid- 
er dual Palestinian 
dtizenshsip as a sign of 
disloyalty. (A large number 
of) Palestinians might be 
willing to accept permanent 
absorption and citizenship 
in. their present locales in 
Jordan and Syria'. Integra- 
tion in asylum countries is 
one of the’ three commonly 
acknowledged “durable 
solutions" to refugee 
crises, the others being re- 
patriation and resettlement 
in third countries. It should 
not be considered an in- 
effectual or "copout” solu- 
tion for Palestinians. 

That would leave some- 
where m the neighbour- 
hood of one to one and-a- 
half million Palestinians for 
whom repatriation to the 
West Bank or Gaza or a 
package of resettlement/ 
compensation and 


citizenship in other North 
African and Gulf states are 
possible options. Moreov- 
er, based on discussions 
with both Palestinian and 
Israeli moderates, I believe 
it will be possible for an 
Israeli Labour government 
to accept between 50,000 
and 100,000 returnees to 
Haifa, Jaffa and other 
• Palestinian ancestral homes 
within Israel, so long as 
there is a concomitant com- 
mitment by Israel’s neigh- 
bours to offer permanent 
settlement to comparable 
numbers in their own coun- 
tries. (One hundred 
thousand is the figure that 
Israel agreed to readmit 
back in 1949., That was a 
ranch greater ■ percentage 
then, relative to Israel’s 
Jewish population at that 
time and relative to the 
Palestinian population of 
the time than it is in today’s 
demographic framework). 
These returnees to Israel 
would be screened to pre- 
clude any who have pre- 
viously engaged in terror- 
ism and be required to de- 
monstrate proof of original 
residence there, as well as 
agree to live in peace. 

Consistent with the prin- 
ciple of voluntary transfer 
and free choice among a 
variety of viable options, 
this is a framework of what 


might be called “balanced 
compromises” which offers 
dignity through compensa- 
tion, group identity and 
protection through mem- 
bership in .a duly- 
recognised Palestinian 
nationality, and — through 
a rational limit on the num- 
ber who actually repatriate 
to either Israel or Pales- 
tine, the economic and 
political stability that the 
entire region needs. It 
could be administered by 
a. joint commission of 
.Palestinians, Israelis, 
Jordanians, Syrians, 
Lebanese and Egyptians, 
with perhaps exofficio 
members from the United 
States, Canada, Russia and 
other countries, both inside 
and outside^ fee Middle 
East, which will underwrite 
the process with financial 
resources. 

Even a long-standing 
taboo such as this one can 
indeed be addressed, and 
even resolved,- so long as 
the negotiators have been 
primed through public dis- 
cussion of a small set of 
basic principles, tbe most 
fundamental being: accept- 
ance of one's neighbours as 
permanent and regular fel- 
low citizens, rather than as 
mortal enemies ot political 
pawns. 


Centrists seen to sweep elections 


(Continued from page 1) 
statement from Ruscifch two 
hours later announcing their 
withdrawal “because of the 
unfair elections.” 

During a tour of polling 
centres. Prime Minister Shar- 
if Zeid Ben -Shaker criticised 
*iiie withdrawal of some peo- . 
pie” and described it as" 
“illegal.” 

He said those who want to 
contest the elections should 
go to court instead of with- 
drawing, which is against tbe 
law. 

Jordanians voted on Tues- 
day for 231 councils out of 
259 since 28 councils and 
their Mayors were elected 
last week by acclamation. 

Official figures indicate 
that 789,274 voters had reg- 


istered to vote. 

Voting centres opened at 
7:00 a.m. and closed at 8:00 
p.m. 

Five leftist opposition par- 
ties are also contesting the 
elections: the Communist 
Party, the Democratic Popu- 
lar Pam, the Popular Union 
Party, the Progressive Baath- 
ist Party and the Democratic 
Front. . 

In' contrast to parliamen- 
tary elections, members of 
the Armed Forces were 
allowed to vote. 

In Irbid, early morning 
turnout at the polling stations 
was weak,- but it increased in 
the afternoon, especially at 
the women’s polling stations. 

Nearly 28,000 of the 
1 26,436 registered voters 


showed up for the iTbid 
municipality voting. 

The highest turnout was 
for the municipality of 
Kourah with 62.8. 

Tbe average turnout for all 
Irbid municipalities was 59.6 
per cent. 

“VoteT turnout in the 
morning was weak but it rose 
in the afternoon," said one 
official at one of tbe 88 cen- 
tres. 

The official told the Jordan 
Times that the elections went 
smoothly' except of some 
cases where voters had for- 
gotten to bring their identi- 
fication cards,- and “they 
were not allowed to vote.” 

Seven blocs completed in 
Irbid. 

Irbid citizens voiced their 
satisfaction oyer fee munici- 
pality elections. 


“This was a good oppor- 
tunity for me and my family 
members to discuss who and 
why we want to vote for,” 
said a 53-year-old teacher. 

A 28-year-old woman said 
feat the elections were an 
excellent opportunity for 
women to exercise their 
rights to vote. 

"We have to vote for the 
right person and encourage 
other women to exercise their 
rights and not to waste it,” 
she said. 

She said feat the candi- 
dates she voted for were peo- 
ple who proved in the past 
feat they did something for 
Irbid, adding that she also 
gave her vote to the only 


woman (Aisheh Abu Salem) 
candidate in Irbid. 

“I voted for her because 
she is a woman and because I 
am convinced feat she can do 
something, and I wish that 
more women ran for fee elec- 
tions," said the woman. 

However, a housewife said 
Chat she did not vote for Mrs. 
Abu Salem because she said 
she believed feat she does not 
belong in the city council. 

“I believe that the 
woman's place is at home, 
and there is no need for her 
to work in such a position 
since men are stronger and 
can bear better responsibili- 
ties," the 42-year-old woman 
said. 


Islamis ts quit 

(Continued from page 1) 
member of the IAF consulta- 
tive council, included claims 
that individual voters had 
been allowed to east more 
than one vote, that govern- 
ment officials were distribut- 
ing ballot papers ffeely out- 
side polling centres without 
references to voter lists, and 
that police bad taken- into 
custody 200 drivers of buses 
and- cars who were transport- 
ing IAF supporters to the 
polling stations. The vehicles 
impounded bore posters of 
fee Islamic Bloc candidates. 

Ali Abu Al Suker, head of 
the IAF party in Zarqa, 
claimed that police arrested 
journalist Samih Ma’aitah 
and photographer Majid 
Khudari, both from A! Sabil, 
fee Islamists’ news weekly. 
Mr. Khudari ' was released 
V while Mr. Ma’ayteh was still 
in custody when this paper 
went to press. 

Telephones and fax- 
machines in the IAFs branch 
office and in fee houses of 
several Islamist candidates 


were temporarily discon- 
nected during fee day, Islam- 
ists complained. According 
to Mr. Abu Al Suker, tele- 
phone lines were cut from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m. Mr. Abu Al 
Suker said feat fee IAF had 
to *send foxes from outside 
their offices. 

Deputy Emoush told the 
Jordan Times feat he had 
complained to Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Bin Shaker at 
nine in the morning feat, 
there were numerous viola- 
tions in fee Zarqa elections, 
and feat tbe government had 
to put an end to it. ll The 
Arab Army is voting in Zar- 
qa, not the people,” Mr. 
Emoush said he told Sharif 
Zeid, who promised him to 
visit Zarqa and inspect fee 
situation. "He did, but it 
became worse afterwards," 
the deputy said. The meeting 
wife fee prime minister was 
also attended by Deputy 
Abdullah Akailefa, and Ishaq 
Farhan, secretary general or 
the IAF. 

Governor Tarawneh ex- 
plained to fee Jordan Times 


that the large numbers of 
young men Islamists ■' had 
observed in front of tbe 
Officers Chib in Zarqa were 
Tawjihi students applying for 
admission to the military 
wing of Mut'a University. 

According to Mr. Taraw- 
neh, driven were arrested for 
violating traffic rules and for 
transporting passengers with- 
out licences to do so. 

Explaining the Islamists’ 
decision to withdraw from 
fee elections at 5.30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Mr. Abu Al Suker 
said: “We insisted on exercis- 
ing our right to vote, but the 
continuous violations that be- 
gan with registration, the 
forging of seals and addition- 
al voter registration... it was 
simply overdone. There was 
no way out — we had to 
boycott the elections." 

Polling stations in Zarqa 
closed at 9 p.m. following an 
extension of opening time by 
two hours. Only 25479 voters 
out of 49,443 who had reg- 
istered tinned out to cast 
their bailees. 


Israel, PLO near accord 


(Contfewed from page- 1) 

Israel-PLO breakthrough 
deal signed in Washington in 
September 1993. 

An Israeli move out of 
West Bank towns and ballot- 
ing for a Palestinian council 
are already a year behind 
schedule, delayed by Israel’s 
insistence on strict security 
arrangements after a series of 
deadly bombings by mili- 
tants. 

Israeli Agriculture Minis- 
ter Yaacov Tsur said in Cairo 
that water and security 
arrangements were fee main 
hurdles. 

The PLO is demanding 
precise dates for redeploy- 
ment from all West Bank 
towns and villages before vot- 
; ing. 

Israel wants to keep troops 
in the flashpoint town of 
Hebron and parts of Ramal- 
lah and Bethlehem as well as 
maintain control over villages 
until after the ballot. 

In Nablus, a vanguard of 
60 PLO policemen has 
already moved in under fee 
guise of municipal employees 
ahead of* fee Israeli pullout. 


town hall sources said. 

The men, who arrived 
Monday, were all in official 
police uniforms with an 
added arm badge stating 
“Nablus Town hall.'* 

Nablus is scheduled to be 
among four towns in the 
north of the territory evacu- 
ated by Israel as soon as fee 
deal is implemented. 

There were no reports of 
similar police units reaching 
fee other towns: Jenin, Tul- 
karem and Kalkilya. 

Israeli and PLO security 
• officials were pursuing milit- 
ary redeployment talks on 
Tuesday, aimy officials said. 

In Gaza City, Palestinian 
Cooperation Minister Nabil 
Shaath said he would have a 
-“decisive” meeting Wednes- 
day or Thursday for the re- 
lease of Palestinian prisoners. 

He said he would meet 
Israeli Police Minister Moshe 
Shahal and Justice Minister 
David Libal "to draw up a 
timetable to free the prison- 
ers." 

Israel has pledged to re- 
- lease several hundred prison- 
ers when the self-rule agree- 
ment is signed and several 
hundred more after elections. 


Study recommends free trade 


Continoed from page 12) 

- The experience of other 
economic blocs in the devel- 
oping world has established 
that countries with .smaller 
and poorer economies gained 
better from such alliances 
with bigger and richer 
economies, as is the case 
with Israel, which has a 
gross national product of 
$65 billion compared with 
around $5 billion for Jordan 
and a similar figure for the 
Palestinians. 

— The opening of the 
Jordanian market with prefer- 
ential treatment for Israeli 
products does not mean a big 
difference for the Israeli 
economy, but preferential 
access For Jordan to the 
Israeli market would make a 
difference to the Kingdom. 

- Jordan has the option to 
retain its tariff barriers for a 
period of 15 years, during 
which period it has to intro- 
duce a gradual process of 
trade liberalisation while it 
negotiates the customs 
union. 

Opening up the 

Jordanian market for 

Palestinian products could 
take up to' five years during 
which Jordan could make its 
own internal adjustments. 

— Without export markets 
the Palestinian economy will 
not grow. As such making 
available markets for 

Palestinian products is the 

key to developing the 
economy of the Palestinian 
territories. 

The study took note of 
the fact that the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation and 
Israel have already entered a 
de facto customs union agree- 
ment but that political unrest 


was blocking its im- 
plementation. The reference 
was to an Israel-PLO accord 
on economic cooperation 
signed in Paris in April 
1994. 

e - Dr.' Awartani said the 
Palestinians were engaged in 
“hard-nose negotiations" 
with the Israelis to improve 
the terms of the agreement 

The study said the pro- 
posed free trade and customs 
union agreement “would 
benefit all parties.” 

“The combination of a 
highly protected Jordanian 
market, an externally con- 
trolled economy in the West 
Bank and Gaza, the Arab 
boycott of Israel and Israeli 
restrictions on the trade of 
the West Bank and Gaza have 
stifled the natural patterns of 
trade," it noted. “Eliminating 
these politically imposed 
obstacles to rational resource 
allocation should increase 
intra-Triad trade and enhance 
growth.” 

Other countries in the re- 
gion, including. Syria. 
Lebanon and Iraq as well as 
Others could join in the 
agreement "if they agree to 
play by the rules,” said Dr. 
Lawrence, while Dr. Awartani 
noted that Jordan’s trade 
agreements with other Arab 
countries and the proposed 
accord with* Israel and the 
Palestinians were “not mutu- 
ally exclusive." 

However, the panellists 
a noted in response to ques- 
tions from the audience that 
decades-old repeated Arab 
declarations and vows of 
cooperation and “half- 
hearted efforts" at improving 
inter-Arab 4rade have not 
achieved much as clearly 
evident in the volume of 


trade among the Arab 
countries today. 

At the same time, the 
study noted. “In addition to 
the benefits of each partner, 
free trade would benefit the 
region as a whole. Thus far, 
none of the Triad economies 
have been particularly 
successful in attracting 
foreign investment. 

“The prospects of a size- 
able, thriving region will 
open trade and a diverse skill 
base could help create a new 
emerging market which 
would bring much needed 
foreign capital and 
investment to all of the 
partners." 

“A thriving regional ar- 
rangement would also induce 
other Middle Eastern 
countries to join." it added. 

During the debate thai fol- 
lowed the presentation of the 
study, the panellists rejected 
out of hand suggestions that 
Jordan was not yet ready and 
dial a free trade accord should 
“wait” until the Kingdom is 
ready. 

There is no such thing as 
any country being ready, 
they said, emphasising that 
the acceptance by 
businessmen of the fact that 
they have to compete and 
thrive is the basic essence of 
free trade. 


Ross 


(Continued from page 1) 
Shortly before Mr. Ross 
flew in from Israel, an official 
Syrian newspaper said peace 
in fee Middle East was be- 
coming an urgent need not 
only for Arabs but also for 
the Israeli and American 
administrations who are 
beading for elections in 1996. 

It said Mr. Ross’ current 
tour was important but added 
that other missions by higher 
U.S. officials might be 
needed in fee near future: 
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Gulf Arab states curb 
spending to tackle deficit 



Prices surge as Iraqi 
dinar sinks to lowest level 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states are tightening 
their belts gradually to tackle 
a chronic budget deficit after 
years of lavish government 
spending sapped their coffers 
and turned some of them into 
'debtor nations. 

. The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states, which 
, control 45 per cent of the 
world's oil, projected a 
. seven-year tow spending in 
,'1995 and most of them have 
.already made dear they 
would make further cuts in 
coming years. 

Expenditure was projected 
at around S68.8 billion in 
1995, down from S71.4 billion 
in 1994 and $81.9 billion in 
1992. 

This compares with a re- 
cord $124 billion in 1991, 
when most of them contri- 
buted heavily to a U.S.-led 
military coalition that ousted 
Iraqi invasion forces from 
' Kuwait. 

The 1995 spending was the 
lowest since 1988, when ex- 
penditure dipped to around 
$58 billion as oil prices col- 
lapsed to below $10 due to a 
production war among key 
oil producers. 

“You should rationalise 
‘ expenditure and restrict it to 
'important and necessary 
things.” the Saudi Press 
Agency quoted King Fahd as 
telling his cabinet ministers at 
their weekly meeting on 
Monday. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 


Oman to offer 
concession areas 
to foreign 
companies 

MANAMA. Bahrain (AP) 
— Oman will offer new oil 
concession locations to inter- 
national oil companies fol- 
lowing a production sharing 
agreement with Total of 
France, Oman's oil minister 
said Monday. 

The minister. Said AI 
Shanfari, told the newspaper 
Al Watan that his ministry 
will .offer an international 
tender for oil concession in- 10 
onshore and offshore areas. 
He provided no further de- 
tails. 

Oman has a total of 20 
concession areas leased to 
foreign companies including 
U.S. Occidental, Amoco, 
Conquest and Compact, as 
well as Japan’s- Japex and 
France Elf. 

However, most of Oman's 
daily crude oil output of 
around 800,000 barrels per 
day is produced by the 
government-controlled Pet- 
roleum Development Oman. 

The latest exploration 
programme is part of its 
efforts to increase Oman's 
proven reserves of 5.2 billion 
barrels. 

Oman is not a member of 
the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
but cooperates closely with 
the cartel's policies. 


top oil producer and expor- 
ter, has made the heaviest 
spending cuts in the GCC as 
it relies on crude exports and 
its coffers were badly hurt by 
the 1991 Gulf war. 

In 1994, the kingdom 
slashed expenditure by nearly 
20 per cent to $42.66 billion 
from S52.5 billion in 1993. 

It again tightened spending 
in 1995 to $40 billion slashing 
the projected deficit to $4 
billion from around $10 bil- 
lion, according to official fi- 
gures. 

Kuwait cut spending to 
$13.4 billion in fiscal year 
1994-1995 from $14.4 billion 
in the previous year. It has 
announced plans to make 
further cuts in the coming 
years to eliminate the deficit 
in the year 2000. 

Bahrain also reduced ex- 
penditure to $1.7 billion from 
$1.79 billion while Oman and 
Qatar projected a slight rise 
on the grounds their deficits 
are manageable, according to 
bankers. 

Although the remaining 
member, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), has kept 
projected federal expendi- 
ture almost unchanged over 
the past few years, it has cut 
actual spending through the 
year, slashing the shortfall in 
some years and turning it into' 
a surplus in other years. 

Predicting no improvement 
in oil prices, the UAE Fi- . 
nance and Industry Ministry 
told government departments 


last week to keep their belts 
tightened. 

"You must consider tight- 
ening expenditure compared 
with that in 1995 and exclud- 
ing unnecessary spending,” 
the ministry said in a letter. 

Bankers said GCC govern- 
ments were gradually 
rationalising their budgets to 
avert an immediate detriment 
to their economies as govern- 
ment spending has remained 
the main factor in domestic 
development. 

The bankers noted that 
while the GCC private sec- 
tor’s share of the gross 
domestic product has risen to 
around 40 per cent from less 
than 30 per cent in 1985, it 
still heavily depends on state 
budgets for new projects. 

GCC states produce 
around 13 million barrels per 
day of oil. providing more 
than 80 per cent of their 
income. Weak oil prices have 
also forced them to announce 
reforms, including privatisa- 
tion for the first time. 

Their belt-tightening poli- 
cies have slowed down their 
economies but succeeded in 
slashing the budget deficit to 
around $9.6 billion in 1995 
from $17.3 billion in 1994 and 
a record $55 billion in 1991. 

Bankers said the deficit 
could be lower in the next 
years if oil prices do not 
deteriorate and member 
states stick to rationalisation 
plans. 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Ira- 
qi dinar has hit another low 
against the U.S. dollar, lead- 
ing to a further surge in prices 
of essential foodstuffs. 

The dollar was trading at 
more than 1.450 dinars on 
Baghdad black market on 
Tuesday, up from 1,250 last 
month. Baghdad traders said 
demand for the greenback 
was high and predicted furth- 
er slumps in local currency. 

The downtrend in the di- 
nar's value caused what trad- 
ers described as an unpre- 
cedented rise in prices of 
essential commodities. 

. In less than 24 hours last 
week, one kilogramme of 
sugar jumped to about 2.000 
dinars from 700. The average 
monthly salarly of a govern- 
ment employee in Iraq is 
3,500 dinars. 

Eggs', tea, rice, cooking oil, 
chicken and meat also 
soared. A tray of 30 eggs rose 
to 2,750 from 2,250, tea to 
1,600 from 1.000. 

"They (prices) are like 
flames which no one can 
touch,” said a woman in a 
popular market in Baghdad. 

Residents said many Bagh- 
dadis were selling the little 
they had left of their personal 
belongings. On pavements in 


several Baghdad squares and 
open spaces, people exhi- 
bited furniture, chinaware, 
blankets, radio and T.V. sets 
and some even displayed 
family copies of Islam's holy 
book, the Koran. 

The official press, urging 
the government to do some- 
thing to curb the hikes, 
blamed profiteers and specu- 
lators. 

Babe! newspaper of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's eldest 
son. Uday, spoke this week 
of "economic chaos and con- 
fusion." It urged "speedy 
measures" to curb prices and 
also “a crackdown on food- 
stuff marketeers.' 

"Prices of foodstuffs have 
reached astronomical levels, 
beyond one's imagination,” it 
said in a commentary. 

The Trade Ministry inter- 
fered and announced on 
Monday that ships laden with 
sugar and other foodstuffs 
were on way to unload cargo 
at Iraq’s southern port of 
Umm Qasir. 

The announcement had 
sudden effect on prices and 
sugar slumped to about 1,000 
dinars from 2,000 on Tuesday 
in Baghdad. 

“The market is so volatile. 


Rumours can push it up and 
down,” a trader said. 

With its oil exports choked 
off and assets abroad frozen, 
the government has no means 
to halt rampant inflation. It 
has turned down a U.N. offer 
to sell limited quantities of oil 
to pay for urgent humanita- 
rian needs, saying the condi- 
tions infringe on Iraq’s 
sovereignty. 

Traders attributed the 
latest hikes in prices and the 
dinar's slump to hefty sub- 
sidies the government is 
paying farmers shipping their 
summer yields of wheat and 
barley to government silos. 

Iraqi farmers are not as 
badly hit by U.N. trade sanc- 
tions imposed for Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. They 
now can be seen frequenting 
Baghdad’s smartest hotels 
and restaurants, a rare scene 
prior to sanctions. 

About 30 per cent of Iraq's 
18 million people rely on 
fanning. 

Hardest hit are low income 
Iraqis who. according to 
U.N. estimates constitute ab- 
out five million people. The 
U.N. says four million of 
them are in need of food aid 
and one million are 
threatened with hunger. 


Latin coffee producers seek to cut supply 


Turkish PM in Azerbaijan to 
boost economic ties 


BAKU (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller arrived 
in Azerbaijan’s capital.' Baku 
on Monday for a two-day 
visit focused on deepening 
economic ties with the 
Turkish-speaking former 
Soviet republic. . 

Ms. Ciller, accompanied 
by Turkish businessmen and 
bonkers, told reporters she 
wanted to discuss ways to 
intensify economic coopera- 
tion and widen the role of 
Turkish capital in Azerbai- 
jan. 

Baku, which put out hun- 
dreds of Turkish and Azeri 
flags for the visit, greeted Ms. 
Ciller with huge portraits of 
the Turkish premier hanging 
from public buildings. 

Ms. Ciller met Azeri Presi- 
dent Haydar Aliyev im- 
mediately after arrival. 

An Azeri Foreign Ministry 
official told reporters that 
Ms. Ciller would discuss ex- 
tending the terms of $250 
million credit which Ankara 
has lent to Azerbaijan. 

She win also hold prelimin- 
ary talks on a possible $600 
million Turkish credit to 
modernise Azeri light indus- 
try- 

Mr. Ciller will (yen an 
Azeri-Turkish bank in Baku 
on Tuesday and meet mem- 
bers of an international con- 
sortium which signed a $8 
billion oil deal to develop 


three Caspian Sea fields. 

Led by the British 
Petrolcum/Statoil Alliance, 
the consortium includes 
Amoco Corp, Exxon Corp. 
McDermott International, 
Peimzoil Co, Unocal Corp. 
Ran go Energy Pic, Lukoil, 
Saudi Arabia's Delta Nimlr 
and Turkish Petroleum Corp. 

Hie consortium, debating 
export routes for the project, 
has narrowed its options on 
early output exports been in 
the second half of 1996 to 
Russia 1 aid Georgia. 

Russia* is pushing for its 
Novorossiisk outlet to be 
used and Turkey is lobbying 
for the construction of a pipe- 
line to its Yunmrtalik oil ter- 
minals on its Mediterranean 
coast. 

Ms. Ciller, on a previous 
visit to Baku in April, said 
she could mobilise funds 
from the United States to 
finance the pipeline. 

The pipeline’s route is still 
undecided. A westward route 
through neighbouring Arme- 
nia has been ruled out be- 
cause of eight years of con- 
flict between Yerevan and 
Baku. 

Turkey supports Azerbai- 
jan, with which it shares com- 
mon language and cultural 
links, in its conflict with. 
Armenia and wants Arme- 
nian forces to evacuate one- 
fifth of Azeri lands 


BOGOTA (AFP) — The 
world's top two coffee expor- 
ters, Brazil and Colombia, 
agreed Monday with four 
smaller Central American 
producer countries to cut 
back sharply on coffee ex- 
ports to try to boost prices, 
officials said. 

Colombian Coffee Grow- 
ers Federation (Fedecafe) 
president Jorge Cardenas 
told reporters the two major 
produce is along with Costa 
Rica. El Salvador, Honduras 
and Nicaragua had sealed a 
deal to reduce supplies to 
drain the market’s glut. 

“We are sure the agree- 
ment is. going to represent a 
very positive message for tbe 
international coffee market,'.* 
Mr. Cardenas said. “This has 
to bring about .zu strengthen- 
ing of the market, a stabilis- 
ing of prices and indeed a 
recoveiy in those prices.” 

“Every country's effort has 
been very important,” he 
said. "Each one, taking into 
account its abilities and size, 
has made an enormous finan- 
cial and economic effort to be 
able to Kit supply.” • 

But the Fedecafe chief de- 
nied the cartel's concerted 
action was a declaration of 
war on consumer countries. 
"It is a declaration of defend- 
ing producer countries' in- 
terest,” he said. 

Mr. Cardenas told repor- 
ters the six agreed to limit 
their combined exports over 
the next four quarters to 28 
million sacks. Each sack 
weighs 60 kilogrammes. 

Much of the mystery sur- 
rounding the meeting was 
what direction Brazil would 


take. 

The success of measures 
aimed at driving up prices by 
reducing supply depends 
largely on participation by 
Brazil, as the largest coffee 
exporting country, and the 
shape that participation 
takes. 

Brazil, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Honduras, Nicaragua 
and El Salvador together 
account for around 50 per 
cent of world exports, 
according to International 
Coffee Organisation data. 

Colombia and the four 
Central American coffee 
countries last week 
announced they were sus- 
pending coffee sales registries 
to try to boost sagging prices. 

The Fedecafe chief said 
they likely would resujne 
sales within a few days as tong 
as prices head higher, and 
that Brazil was set to commit 
firmly to keeping its exports 
locked at an agreed max- 
imum volume. 

Brazil in fact agreed to 
export a maximum of three 
million sacks in each of the 
coming four quarters, 
through June 1996. 

Colombia agreed to export 


no more than two million 
sacks in the July-September 
quarter; 3.3 million in the 
October-December quarter; 
2.25 million in the January- 
March 1996 quarter and 2.37 
million in the April-June 
1996 period. The remaining 
shares were divided among 
the smaller Central American 
exporters. 

Mr. Cardenas noted that 
the six coffee producers had 
been averaging about five 
million bags per month in 
exports over the past nine 
months and that if they held 
at 15 million sacks for the 
quarter, stocks in importing 
countries should drop to 
eight or nine million sacks in 
September. ... 

^THat'is the ' target ‘that wc 
wanrlo hit,” Mr. Cardenas 
said. 

An official statement re- 
leased after the meeting said 
the withholding plan agreed 
in Bogota would be pre- 
sented to the next meeting of 
the Association of Coffee 
Producing Countries so that 
additional member countries 
could consider limiting their 
own exports. 


Turkish 


businessmen 
invest in troubled 
southeast 


ISTANBUL (R) — Tur- 
kish businessmen bave 
started to tap the econo- 
mic potential of the 
southeastern region 
where an 11-year-old 
separatist Kurdish . in- 
surgency has claimed 
more than 17,000 lives. 

A company manufac- 
turing ready-to-wear 
clothes being set up by 
businessmen from west- 
ern and southeastern 
Turkey is the first ven- 
ture to take advantage of 
the textile potential of 
the southeast's main 
city, Diyarbakir. 

“My aim is to create 
jobs for the poor and 
unemployed people 
here. There is cheap 
labour and local 
businessmen with some 
funds to invest, but they 
need guidance and now 
the west is giving us a 
hand,” said Mustafa 
AkyiJ, a cotton farmer 
who is the local partner 
in the venture. 

The venture’s partners 
are a group of Aegean 
region readywear indus- 
trialists and exporters, 
who will export the out- 
put to existing European 
markets after operations 
start in October. It ex- 
pects to earn $10 million 
a year from exports. 

Diyarbakir, the heart 
of Turkey’s fight against 
the Kurdish Labour Par- 
ty (PKK) rebel group, 
has in recent years seen 


an influx of migrants 
from poor rural areas 
where traditional animal 
grazing has been dealt a 
serious blow by intensi- 
fied fighting. . 

Its urban population 
has swelled to more than 
one million from 481,000 
in 1985, leading to mas- 
sive unemployment. 

The city, where resi- 
dents feared going out .at 
night in the early 1990s 
because of a series of 
mystery killings, is now 
relatively trouble-free. 

The new firm — - its 
name yet to be decided 
— will produce cotton 
bedsheets, underwear 
and T-shirts, with a 15- 
billion lira ($337 ,000) 
capital and 250 workers. 

“We have a pioneer mis- 
sion. Local AJcyil firm is 
new m the readywea r sec- 
tor. We studied the region, 
there is qualified labour 
and good cotton,” Selami 
Gurguc, chairman of EGS 
Exports Company formed 
by 200 Aegean readywear 
producers, told Reuters. 

Businessmen in the 
mainly Kurdish southeast 
have long complained of a 
lack of private and state 
investment there. 

“I think the region’s 
potential is very big for 
future investments in tex- 
tile and readywear because 
there is the opportunity to 
grow cotton with better 
qualify than the one in the 
(Mediterranean) Adana re- 
gion,” Mr. Gurguc said, 
listing food and soil-based 
production as other prom- 
ising sectors. 


Lebanese bank expects 
to double profits in 1995 
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BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
Metropolitan Bank reported 
a 95 per cent rise in profits for 
1994 and said it was prepar- 
ing to double its capital in 

The privately-owned 
bank's 1994 balance sheet 
obtained by Reuters on Tues- 
day showed that profits rose 
to 163.6 million Lebanese 
pounds ($99,000) from 83.7 
million pounds in 1993. 

Total assets rose 26 per 
cent to 60.7 billion pounds 
($37 million from 48 billion 
pounds), and loans to cus- 
tomer also rose 26 per cent to 
17 billion pounds from 13.6 
billion. 

Customer deposits rose 20 
per cent to 49 billion pounds 
from 41 billion, the bank 
added. 


Chairman Mershed Baakli- 
ni said in an accompanying 
letter that customer deposits 
and total assets grew a furth- 
er 22 per cent and 30 per cent 
in the first half of 1995 and 
facilities to customers also 
rose by 48 per cent. 

Mr. Baaklini said the 
bank’s six shareholders had 
received central bank 
approval to double its paid up 
capita] to six billion pounds 
($3.7 million) by cash injec- 
tion and the operation would 
be completed soon. 

Metropolitan Bank, which 
has five branches, ranks 48th 
among Lebanon's 82 banks in 
size of customer deposits. 

Exchange rates for end 
1993 and 1994 are 1,711 and 
1,647 Lebanese pounds to the 
U.S. dollar. 



CROSSWORDS NOT 



Andy Capp 


“If you really loved me. It wouldn't bother 
you when I say ‘if you really loved me’!” 






THAT'S OKAY, ) 
I'M. NOT ALL > 
THAT HUNGRY 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hvnri Arnold and Mika A lyifion 


Unscramble thesn lour JumbUw. 
one latter to each square, lo form 
lour ordinary words. 


you say; f m’love.^sowd r 
“oh, about I ^ 0Li j yAJcrrs 

FOUR OR. 

FIVE 

■POUNDS'” 


■HEN WAV 


SEE, I’m NCrr 
ttIe ONLY 
STL) PID ONE 

in these/ 
STOPS'^ 
r r'V" 



Answer: A 


now arrange the circled toners to 
form (ho surprise answer. 89 sug- 
gested by (ho odowj cartoon. 


(Answer* tomorrow) 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY. JULY 12. 1995 
By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 
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YOttordoy’s Jumbles: SOUSE GOURD FLURRY BELONG 
I Answer Always follows this when making 

hamourgors — THE -GROUND" RULES 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


Aqaba 
to store 
Qatari 
gas 


A qaba will be used for 
storing Qatari liq- 
uefied gas is then 
exported to Europe , Minister 
of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Samih Darwazeh 
said. He said an American 
company working in the field 
of prospecting for and 
transporting Qatari oil offered 
to store gas in the port city 
until it is transported to 
Europe by sea. He said that 
the company also offered to 
give Jordan priority in pur- 
chasing its needs of gas. The 
minister said Jordan accepted 
the offer, provided that it be 
sold 500,000 tonnes of gas in 
1995 to be used in generating 
electricity at Aqaba's A1 
Hussein Thermal Station (AI 
Dustour). 

** The Ministry of Education 
will this year offer tenders 
worth JD 180 million. 
Director of the ministry's 
Projects", hnd Buikfi^-gs. 
Department Yahya Kffirfri" 
said. Mr. Kasbi said the de- 
partment plans to establish 
new school buildings in vari- 
ous parts of the Kingdom at a 
cost of JD 141 million and to 
build additional classrooms at 
some schools for JD 15 
million. He said the de- 
partment also plans to pur- 
chase educational technologi- 
cal devices for JD 18 million, 
build teachers' clubs in vari- 
ous areas for JD 2 million 
and expand administrative 
buildings for JD 1.7 million. 
Mr. Kasbi said the ministry 
will soon start constructing a 
building for the examinations 
department for the cost of JD 
1 million (Al Ra'i). 

** Commander of the 
Amman Central Workshops 
of the Royal Maintenance 
Corps Brigadier Yazan 
Ajlouni said the department's 
work in repairing and main- 
taining military equipment 
saves the state budget large 
amounts of money which are 
used to" import new ma- 
chinery and spare parts. He 
said in addition to developing 
the Volkswagen cars, the 
corps plays a major role in 
repairing and rebuilding mo- 
torcycles. He said the work- 
shops managed to repair 50 
Honda motorcycles, noting 
that some of them were out 
of service since 1972. He said 
the workshops were about to 
repair some other 50 motor- 
cycles (Al Ra'i). 


** The National Maritime 
Lines Company purchased a 
new ship, increasing the 
number of ships owned by 
the company to five. 
Company Directory General 
Yasser Al Tal said the new 
ship, named “AI Safi,” was 
expected to turn in high fi- 
nancial profits, noting that 
the company was also plan- 
ning to buy two others before 
the end of the year. He said 
the new ship will join the 
company's fleet in transport- 
ing Jordanian exports. The 
company, Mr. Tai said, cur- 
.rently operates four ships to 
transport phosphates and 
potash to India. Since it 
started its activities in 1980, 
the company has made more 
than JD 15 million in profits, 
distributing from it more than 
JD 8 million to shareholders 
(Al Ra'i). 


r 

Oil markets shrug off Russian leader’s health scare 


LONDON (R) — Worid oil 
markets reacted calmly to 
news that Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin was taken to 
hospital with a heart problem 
since even a change in lead- 
ership is not expected to sig- 
nificantly impact oil flows. 

London traders said the 
market had long grown 
accustomed to sudden up- 
heavals in the political scene 
in Russia, the world's third 
largest oil producer and a 
major supplier to Europe. 

“A couple of years ago, the 
market would have become 


immediately nervous. Now 
the market knows Yeltsin is 
not the only man who can run 
the FSU (former Soviet Un- 
ion),” said Peter Gignoux, 
head of Smith, Barney's Lon- 
don energy desk. 

Brent Blend Crude Oil Fu- 
tures on London's Interna- 
tional Petroleum Exchange 
(IPE) started the day just a 
few cents a barrel firmer but 
a slight bounce from Mon- 
day’s 28-week lows had been 
expected. 

At 1020 GMT, August 
Brent on the IPE stood at 


$16.21 a barrel, up just 10 
cents from Monday’s close. 
London traders said news 
that Mr. Yeltsin was taken to 
hospital on Tuesday after a 
heart condition worsened had 
no discernible impact on ear- 
ly trade. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s official 
spokesman said the Russian 
leader was well enough to 
work from his hospital bed 
and that “nothing serious” 
had happened to him. 

“The market was totally 
non-plus sed by the news. 
Even a change in leadership 


Oil prices touch 
seven-month low 


LONDON (R) — Oil prices 
were pushed to their lowest 
mark for seven months on 
Monday before recovering 
ground as a series of bearish 
factors continued to put 
pressure on the market, 
analysts said. 

World benchmark Brent 
Blend Oil Futures for August 
touched $15.80 a barrel — 
their weakest price since hit- 
ting $15.86 on December 20 
— before regaining ground 
during thin trading. 

Prices followed suit in New 
York with spot crude con- 
tracts dropping below the cri- 
tical psychological threshold 
of S17 a barrel to $16.95 
before trimming early losses. 

At 1957 GMT, the August 
Brent contract on London's 
International Petroleum Ex- 
change (IPE) had recovered 
to $16.12. up six cents from 
Friday's close. 

The recovery was triggered 
in part by a market rumour of 
a problem with a Houston 
refinery. This was later de- 
nied but brokers said it had 
given the market the impetus 
to correct after last weeks 
losses. Technically the down- 
ward trend was still intact and 
prices would see today's lows 
again, they added. 

Analysts, who predicted 
last week that crude had 
further to fall after touching a 
previous low for .the year, of 
$16.00, said a perception of 
OPEC oversupply, U.S. 
sanctions against Iran and a 
glut of Russian oil, were com- 
bining to put pressure on the 
market. 


“OPEC overproducing has 
brought more concern in the 
market,” said Alistair Harris, 
an analyst with Mees Pierson. 

According to a Reuter sur- 
vey of industry officials and 
analysts inside and outside 
OPEC, the 12-member oil 
producers’ group in July pro- 
duced about 25 million bar- 
rels per day (bpd), well above 
its 24. 52 million bpd ceiling. 

The U.S. trade bah on Iran 
is also affecting prices as it 
looks for alternative buyers 
for as much as 600,000 bpd of 
its crude exports. 

“They had to move out and 
do some sales work and place 
a lot of erode,” said Mr. 
Harris. '‘That I think can be 
seen as the beginning of the 
slump, a couple of weeks 
ago.” 

Peter Gignoux, head of 
energy at Brokers Smith Bar- 
ney Shearson, said Iranian oil 
prices had suffered since the 
last OPEC meeting in June. 

“Iran has chartered tank- 
ers suggesting they cannot 
sell their oil,” he said. 

Market sentiment shifted 
considerably after a late June 
OPEC meeting amid trader 
perceptions that the group, 
tired of seeing surging non- 
OPEC production grab the 
lion's share of incromtptal 
demand , would raise ^pro- 
duction. when, it'. i%*$s.. in 
November. 

“The psychology was hurt 
badly at the recent OPEC 
meeting and it will take a 
long time to rebuild," added 
Mr. Gignoux. 


Kuwait company sees 
$1 .46b 95/96 profit 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation's 
(KPC) proposed 95/96 
budget forecasts net profit to 
rise 40.5 per cent to 437 
million dinars ($1.46 bilion in 
the year ending June 30, 
1996, after it fell in the pre- 
vious fiscal year. 

State-owned KPC's budget 
sent to parliament for 
approval and obtained by 
Reuters shows net profit fell 
to 311 million dinars ($1.04 
billion) in the year ending 
June 30, 1995, from 410 mil- 
lion dinars ($1.37 billion) in 
the same period in 1994. 

It did not give a reason for 
the fall In profits of the com- 
pany which runs Kuwait's oil 
and gas industry. 


KPC officials did not have 
an immediate comment. 

KPC expected to sell crude 
worth 1.783 billion dinars 
($5.9 billion) in 1995/96. It 
sold 1.747 billion dinars ($5.8 
billion) worth of erode in 
1994/95, the figures showed. 

The budget forecast re- 
venues rising to 3.720 billion 
dinars ($12.4 billion) in 1995/ 
% from 3.509 dinars ($11.7 
billion) in 94/95. 

Revenues were 4.647 bil- 
lion ($15.5 billion in 1993/94. 

Proceeds from petroleum 
products sales were expected 
to reach 1.406 billion dinars 
($4.7 billion), compared with 
1.321 billion ($4.4 billion) in 
the previous 12 months. 


Egypt aims to pay 
back foreign 
debt by 2026 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has 
$30 billion in foreign debts 
which it aims to pay back by 
2026, central bank governor 
Ismail Hassani told the gov- 
ernment daily al Ah ram on 
Monday. 

The debt is not expected to 
increase, Mr. Hassan said. 

He said that the hard cur- 
rency holdings of Egyptian 
banks grew to $11.5 billion by 
the end of April, compared 
to $10.1 billion in April 1994. 

Their holdings in Egyptian 
pounds grew to 133.4 billion 
($39.2 billion), up from 125.7 
billion (537 billion), he 
added. 


In 1991, the Paris Club 
agreed to erase half of 
Egypt’s debts after die coun- 
try’s participation in the 
U.S.-led coalition which en- 
ded the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait. 

But the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) in 
June 1994 refused the sche- 
duled lifting of the third and 
final part of the half, approx- 
imately $4 billion unless 
Cairo speed up privatisation 
reforms. 

Since then, negotiations 
between the IMF and Egypt 
to go ahead with the third 
stage have been deadlocked. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 

1.3540/50 

Canadian dollar 

1.4008/18 

Deutscbemarks 


1.5684/94 

Dutch guilders 


1.1612/22 

Swiss francs 


28.75/79 

Belgian francs 


4.8640/90 

French francs 


1616.0/1.0 

Italian lire 


87.22/32 

Japanese yen 


7.2350/50 

Swedish crowns 


6.2220/70 

Norwegian crowns 


5.4510/60 

Danish crowns 

One sterling 

$1.5896/06 


One ounce of gold 

$385.1508535 

, 


"isn’t expected to really affect 
export flows” because they 
are so important to the eco- 
nomy, said Tim Holmes of 
Broker Mees Pierson. 

Mr. Yeltsin, president of 
Russia since June 1991, had 
been due to attend talks in 
Moscow on Tuesday on the 
constitutional status of the 
eastern Siberian, region 
Buryatia. He has not indi- 
cated whether he will stand 
for reelection in June next 
year. 

While no oil market parti- 
cipants can deny the import- 


ance of Russia to world sup- 
plies. lessons learned from 
the aborted coup attempt in 
1991 have made traders re- 
luctant to react to headlines. 

Then oil prices rallied 
sharply on fears that exports 
would be affected by the 
coup attempt but later drop- 
ped just as dramatically when 
flows continued unabated. 

“It would be reading too 
much into it to say someone 
new (taking over from yelt- 
sin) might suspend oil ex- 
ports,” said Orris Bellew of 
Brokers Prudential Bache. 


Because of old equipment 
and a lack of investment, 
ex-Soviet crude oil output has 
slumped 40 per cent since 
1990 from 11.5 million to 6.84 
million barrels per day. But 
an almost equally large de- 
cline in domestic demand has 
left exports .buoyant. Re- 
newed production from Rus- 
sia has new fields in Kazakh- 
stan and Azerbaijan are ex- 
pected to halt the decline 
over die next two years. 

Just last week, Russia’s up- 
per parliament chamber post- 
poned voting on a key 


production-sharing law ihat 
could attract huge oil and gas 
investments. 

Foreign companies are 
waiting for the production- 
sharing law to be enacted 
before proceeding with plan- 
ned and new investments ihat 
could total $50 billion or 
more in Russia's giant oil and 
gas sector. 

The Fuel and Energy 
Ministry has said the legisla- 
tion — which will iron out tax 
and jurisdiction issues — is 
crucial to reversing steep de- 
clines in the industry. 


Exporters nervous as anti-French boycott starts to bite 

scheduled for September. 


PARIS (AFP) — French ex- 
porters, of wines and spirits 
on Tuesday expressed grow- 
ing concern over the effects 
of an international boycott of 
their products, which after 
sharply depressing sales in 
Australia and New Zealand, 
was threatening to spread to 
northern Europe. 

“We are above all afraid 
the problem is going to get 


worse,” said Louis- Regis 
Affres of the Wines and 
Spiriters Federation (FEVS), 
referring to the consumer 
boycott sparked by France's 
decision to resume testing 
nuclear weapons at its South 
Pacific test site. 

He said exporters feared 
that the boycott would build 
up steam over the summer, in 
the run-up to the first test, 


Concern was heightened 
on Tuesday by a cal J from the 
Danish branch of the Euro- 

§ ean supermarket chain 
PAR for its storeholders to 
boycott French goods. 

SPAR Director for De- 
nmark Jan Nielsen called on 
the company’s 280 indepen- 
dent franchisees in the coun- 
try — and also those else- 


where — to take all “wines, 
cheeses, fruits and vegetables 
and other French products” 
off their shelves in protest at 
“the arrogant attitude of the 
French government." 

The movement has so far 
attracted the most attention 
in Australia and New Zea- 
land, where people see the 
Polynesian test site as being 


in their back yards. 

The Official Centre for 
Foreign Trade (CFCE) 
admitted on Tuesday that 
sales of French wines and 
spirits in those countries were 
down by between 2CJ and 40 
per cent since President Jac- 
ques Chirac announced the 
resumption of tests last 
month. 


Hollywood ‘good guy’ from Creative Artists to head MCA 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Ron Meyer, a high-school 
dropout who favours sneak- 
ers over wingtips and became 
one of Hollywood's honest 
agents while still managing to 
be nice, will head entertain- 
ment giant MCA Inc. 

Those who worked with 
50-year-old Meyer said his 
U.S. Marines-boned disci- 
pline and organisation, cou- 
pled with his kindness, made 
him stand out in a town 
known for big talk and over- 
sized egos. 

A laid-back man given to 
wearing jeans, sweaters and 
tennis shoes to work, he is 
married to former model Kel- 
ly Chapman with whom he 
has an 18-month-old daugh- 
ter. He has two teenage chil- 
dren from a previous mar- 


riage. 

From his first job as a 
junior agent with Paul 
Kohner Agency up through 
the William Morris Agency 
and Creative Artists Agency 
(CAA), those who worked 
with him said he was marked 
for success from the start. 

“He was a wonderful 
young man. He had this wide 
awake intensity. He wanted 
to learn about everything," 
said Irene Hayman, who 
worked with him at Paul 
Kohner when he was about 
18 years old. 

After working as a show 
salesman in Beverely Hills, 
Mr. Hayman said he got his 
break after a friend recom- 
mended him for a position as 
a junior agent. Starting salary 
— $75 a week plus lunch at a 


nearby deli. 

“Everyone liked him. I 
knew he'd he a great agent 
someday,” Ms. Hayman said 
from her Beverly Hills home. 
“But I can't say I expected 
something this big.” 

MCA did not say how 
much Mr. Meyer would earn, 
but when MCA was courting 
CAA Chairman Michael 
Ovitz recently he was offered 
a 250-mill ion -dollar deal but 
he held out for a richer 
arrangement. 

Mr. Meyer will become 
president and chief operating 
officer of MCA Inc. enter- 
tainment unit, giving him one 
of the most powerful jobs in 
Hollywood. In addition to 
Universal Pictures, MCA has 
television production, theme 
parks, music and publishing 


operations. 

Seagram bought 80 per 
cent of MCA in May from the 
Japan-based Matsushita 
Electric Industrial Company 
for $5.7 billion and had been 
looking for someone to run 
the company since. 

Mr. Mayer, who worked 
for Mr. Ovitz of CAA is 
known as one of the kinder, 
gentler souls in the file capit- 
al. He personally represented 
such stars as Sylvester Stal- 
lone, Miuchael Douglas, 
Meryl Streep, Demi Moore, 
Tom Cruise and Whoopi 
Goldburg. 

What mil he do as the head 
of MCA? 

“I don’t know but whatev- 
er it is he will, be wildly 
successful,” said someone 
who has worked with him of 


CAA for years but who asked 
not to be identified. “He is 
one of the best in the busi- 
ness. He has all of the Boy 
Scout virtues and can be a 
very good friend,” she 
added. 

One major change for Mr. 
Meyer will be moving from a 
seller of talent who sought to 
push up his clients asking 
prices for films, to a buyer 
seeking to keep a lid on the 
ever-burgeoning costs of 
making movies. 

Mr. Meyer's departure 
from Creative Arists, where 
he often served as the soften 
counter weight to Mr. Ovits' 
aggressive and often-resented 
style, could be a major loss 
for the agency founded in 
1970. 



Furnished Apartment 

| Located in estabfished area cn 
luiet road within walking 
flstance from Third Circle. 
Three bedrooms (or 2., 
bedrooms and an office ) 
Telephone, covered car garage, 
central and solar heating, 
satellite dish, water well. 
Abdoun Real Estate 
810605 -810609 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
TeL 6 93399 


I.O.TELl 

SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY _ 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

A Ijg.B A Jk l UB A ■. uy 

£63944^8^^690 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished J 

c 

trand Unfurnished an 

o .of 

L-Villas apartments H 

land office Space J) 
cc ccf 

oTo Suit-all Budgets S 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 



Quality in Lamps, lighting 

and^ electrical materials 

OSRAM 

Germany 

SCHWABE 

Germany 

WOFT 

Germany 

LEUCI 

Italy 

ERC 

Italy 

PUK 

Italy 

AND OTHERS 


MlXm-Jaixii / 

\L-I Iuv<:v,. 

Tel: 613746 

-613622 






CROWN HOTEL 
IrOLnmCSDX \ 
SUMMING POOL 
ft TENNIS COURT 
*SAUNA A JACUZZI 
TEL: TSSiSO 
SALES OFFICE 
OS8&6SOW 
RADIO A TV 
STATION RD. 



Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 




Sweifiyoh 

TURITiOfor Taste 

863944 


AUTHENTIC 
| ITALIAN RESTAURANT | 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Oarslde Terrace 



UP TO 50% 


BADIA BOUTIQUE 

Ext: Ranbow St. 

Tel: 657094 



w 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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World Basketball Championship 

Jordan take on Italy today 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The King- 
dom's Under-18 national 
basketball team play the 
first of their matches when 
they take on Italy in the 
World Basketball Cham- 
pionship which opens in 
Athens today with 16 coun- 
tries taking part. 

Italy were the runners up 
m 1992 and third place in 
1987, while they had 
finished sixth in 1979 and 
1983. 

Jordan is playing in 
Group C which is probably 
the toughest as it also in- 
cludes titleholders the U.S. 
and Australia. 

Group A includes China, 
Venezuela. Lithuania and 
Croatia. 

Group B includes Niger* 
ia, S. Korea, Argentina 
and France. 

Group D includes Ango- 
la, Puerto Rico. Greece 
and Spain. 

The first round matches 
will run up to July 21st 
when the competing teams 
start playing the second 
round. The qualifiers will 
play for the l-16th places in 
the final round July 22. 

Together with China and 
S. Korea, Jordan is repre- 
senting Asia after clinching 
the continent's third place 
in the Asian Youth Cham- 
pionship in Manila in 
March. 

Jordan is only the third 
Arab country to qualify for 



vV’-T.-*' • UV- »" 

The Kingdom’s U-18 national basketball team 


the World Championship 
as Egypt finished last in 
Sao Paulo in 1979 while 
Syria came in 12th among 
16 in the 1992 cham- 
pionship in Canada. 

While knowing very well 
that an advanced standing 
is difficult to achieve. Jor- 
dan's mere participation is 
a historic event as this is the 
only national team ever to 
make it to a world cham- 
pionship. The team has had 
a thorough training sche- 
dule for the past six months 
and their preparations were 


capped by competing in the 
Men's Asian Cham- 
pionship where the team 
finished 17th among 19 par- 
ticipating teams gaining 
match experience against 
better, stronger teams. 

The team includes Zeid 


Alkhas, Ma’an Odeh, 
Asbra f Samarah. 
Mahmoud Sha’ban, Samer 
Nino, lhab Msih, Ramzi 
Ghneim. Fadi A1 Saqqa, 
Zeid Zu'mot, Ra'ed 
Ghosheh. Ziyad Naghoj. 
and Seif Lada'. 


1992 championship standing 


1. U.S. 

2. Italy 

3. Ar gentina 

4. Yugoslavia 

5. Romania 

6. Spain 


7. Brazil 

8. Canada 

9. Soviet Union 

10. China 

11. Australia 


12. Syria 

13. Angola 

14. Uruguay 

15. Nigeria 

16. Japan 


Tour de France 


Indurain’s challengers down 
to last resort — the mountains 


LIEGE, Beglium (AP) — 
Monday may have been a rest 
day for Miguel Indurain. For 
his rivals, it was a day to face 
those gnawing doubts — can 
the Spaniard still be caught in 
the mountains. The last four 
years he couldn’t. 

Tony Rominger and 
Evgueni were supposed to be 
his big challengers this year, 
but they both trail Indurain 
by well over two minutes 
going into the first Alpine 
stage. 

"I wanted to do better than 
Rominger and Berzin. It’s 
done." said Indurain. brim- 
ming with confidence after 
winning Sunday's time trial 
and earning the yellow jersey 
for the overall lead. 

Indurain is chasing a re- 
cord fifth straight Tour de 
France win and Monday's 
flight from Liege to Geneva 
brought him face to face with 


his next challenge — the 
snowcapped peaks with those 
steep hairpin roads where 
time lost is usually counted in 
minutes, not seconds. 

Hie first test comes when 
the remaining 170 riders face 
three of the biggest moun- 
tains in between Le Grand- 
Bomand and the peak finish 
in La Plagne. 

Wednesday has perhaps 
the toughest test of all, with 
two mountains scaling 2,000 
metres (2,188 yards) before 
finishing in L’alpe-D'huez, a 
mountain pass legendary in 
cycling lore. 

That day the pack must 
scale three mountains 
“beyond category" as they 
are called in the tour's lingo, 
which rates climbs for steep- 
ness and toughness from 4 to 
1 before designating a super- 
lative rating to five tour 
mountains. 


A master tactician, Indu- 
rain has never faded in the 
mountains and has often in- 
creased his lead over special- 
ist climbers. It is an un- 
pleasant prospect for the 
challengers. 

If all-rounders like Berzin 
or Rominger trail by 2:20 and 
2:30 minutes respectively, 
climbers like France’s 
Richard Virenque and Italy’s 
Gaudio Chiapucri and Mar- 
co Pantani trail by 8 minutes 
and more. 

But Indurain is the first to 
admit anything can still hap- 
pen before the tour reaches 
Paris on July 23. 

“There will be surprises, 
look at all the other yeans,” 
said Indurain. 

The biggest one so far is 
second in the standings. 23 
seconds behind the Spaniard, 
a Dane named Bjame Riis. 

Totally unexpected, he 


threatened Indurain up to the 
final few kilometres in the 
time trial. 

At 31, he has long been a 
teammate rather than a team 
leader, and with Berzin de- 
signated leader in the Gewiss 
Team it might stir more trou- 
ble for Gewiss than for Indu- 
rain. 

“I have shown I can be a 
leader of my team,” Riis 
said. 

“We can reach an 
agreement," said Bentin. “It’s 
better to have two in the 
team to attack the yellow 
jersey.” 

Even though Riis is not 
specifically known as a clim- 
ber, his fifth place overall in 
the 1993 tour proves he has 
staying power. 

I've put my whole season 
on the tour this year.” Riis 
said. 


Eve’s Secret 

lingerie 

NOUJ osr 


SPECIAL OPENING Sit* - 
OFFERS.] 


2nd flQG 


! 20% OFF THE TICKET PRICE ! 
OD WED. 12/7/95 - SUN 16/7/95 
rthm Indian Rest, entrance. Jaber T rade Center, at the 

osheh. 
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- the american language center 

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 
15 JULY TO 15 AUGUST 1995 SESSION 
Morning Children's Courses 

Registration starts July 10, 1995 
Please call 659-859 for more information. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

It contains: 4 bedrooms, 3 living rooms, 4 

bathrooms, big kitchen, small kitchenette, 
2 sitting rooms, garage, 2 terraces and a 

big garden. 

Please contact 663543 or 663904 

from 9 am to 5 pm. 


["“FOR RENT FURNISHED FLAT - [ 

New luxurious furniture, first floor flat in a 
villa, 280 sq. m, 3 bedrooms ( one 
master), 3 bathrooms, big kitchen, salon, 
sitting and dining rooms, balconies, etc.. 
Separate entrance, 2 car garage, central 
heating, telephone. 

LocationiJabal A! Hussein, Akka Street. 
Minimum period 1 year rent. 

Cal! Tel 668058 or 663684 


ANNONCE 

Les Frangais resident ou de passage en 
Jordanie sont cordialement invites au 
buffet-dansant que donnera I’Ambas- 
sadeur de France a L'occasion de la F6te 
Nationale, Le Vendredi 14 Juilfet £ partlr de 
21 h 00, £ la Residence de France. 

Les personnes n'ayant pas regu leur invita- 
tion sont prices de se presenter au Con- 
sular du dimanche au Jeudi, munis d'une 
pi6ce d’identite. afin de la retirer. Celle-ci 
sera demands & Penttee. 

Une tenue d6contractee — mais correcte 
— est recommand6e pour cette occasion. 


New 

Kenyan 

distance 

sensation 

arrives 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Bare- 
foot Christopher Kosgci 
announced his arrival as the 
latest Kenyan distance sensa- 
tion when he recorded the 
year's best 3,000 metres rime 
at the Stockholm Grand Prix 
on Monday. 

Kosgei, running his first 
race in Europe, beat com- 
padot and world record hol- 
der Moses Kiptanui in the 
last 10 metres of an event that 
was dominated by Kenyans, 
who grabbed the first four 
places. 

The 20-year-old finished in 
eight minutes 06.86 seconds, 
almost 18 seconds faster than 
his previous personal best. 

Kosgei, asked afterwards 
for the secret of his success, 
revealed tie drank week-old 
milk in Kenya. We pledged 
to try to stan using spikes but 
said he felt uncomfortable 
wearing them at the moment. 

Kiptanui. acting as inter- 
preter for Kosgei, predicted 
the newcomer would, and 
could, run much faster once 
he adopts spikes. Kosgei was 
almost five seconds outside 
Kiptanui’s three-year-old 
world record time of eight 
minutes 02.08 seconds. 

Kenyan Simon Chemoiywo 
maintained his country's 
dominance of the distance 
events with a victory in the 

5.000 metres in a personal 
best time of 13 minutes 02.79 
seconds, the fourth fastest 
time this year. 

Mozambique's Maria 
Mutola missed the world 

1.000 metres record by just 
five hundredths of a second 
when she posted a time of 
two minutes 30.72 seconds, 
almost five seconds ahead of 
closest rival Regina Jacobs of 
the United States, who just 
beat Portugal's Carla Sac- 
ramento into third place. 

American Michael John- 
son ran the fourth fastet 200 
metres this year with a time 
of 20.15 seconds, setting a 
track record at Stockhdtm’s 
stadion on a balmy summer's 
evening with virtually no 
wind. 

Johnson won comfortably 
ahead of Trinidad’s Ato Bol- 
don and Nigerian Daniel 
Effiong. 

In the 110 metres hurdles, 
American Mark Crear's 
13.20 foiled to improve on 
the 13.02 best rime he set in 
Switzerland two weeks ago 
but confirmed he is peaking 
in time for the World Cham- 
pionships in Gothenburg next 
month. 

Compatriot Roger King- 
dom, who finished fourth in 
13.38, said after the race he 
was pulling out of two sche- 
duled meetings and returning 
borne for treatment to a slight 
leg injury.. 

“I was scheduled for two 
more meets in Europe but I 
need to take care of my body 
before Gothenburg. 


Sainz likely to compete 
despite shoulder injury 


WELLINGTON (AFP) — World rally cham- 
pionship series leader Carlos Sainz of Spain is 
likely to disregard the effect of a recent 
shoulder injury and operation to compete in 
Rally New Zealand at the end of July. 

The 33-y ear-old, who injured his shoulder 
in a mountain bike accident, is scheduled to 
arrive in New Zealand Saturday to begin final 
testing with the British-bated Subaru 555 rally 
team. 

His health will be closely monitored by his 
own medical staff and by leading sports 
medicine doctor John Neahe, who is c osely 
connected with the New Zealand Rally irga- 
nisation. 

“Carlos will begin testing on the 14t (of 
July) and the team is certain it will be at e to 
make a definite decision after he has h-d a 
couple of days behind the wheel," Morrie 
Chandler, clerk of the course for the rally, 
said Tuesday. 

The Subaru team has already made conting- 
ency plans if it decides Sainz is not fit enough 
to carry out pre-event reconnaissance and 
then compete. 

An entry has also been lodged for the 
team's fourth driver, Richard Burns, who 
would start the event alongside the winner of 
the past two years, Cohn McRae, and Puke- 
kohe’s Possum Bourne. 

Sainz holds a slender 12-point lead over 
Juha Kankkunen in the FLA world series and 
his chances of winning a third world 1 cham- 
pionship would be dealt a serious blow if he 
could not compete in New Zealand. 


Carlos has proved almost insfoppable on 
our fast and smooth roads m 

“"s^won three 

^MctS AuddSd on Monday, 

fresh from bis victory in the Rally of Indone- 
sia at the weekend. 

He was supposed to start testing Wednes- 
day, but the team’s, test car has ten delaywl 
a week in freighting from northern Sumatra, 
where it was used for pre-event testing for the 
Indonesian event early last month. _ 

The Scotsman has an open mind as to 
whether be can complete a hat-tnek of victor- 
ies in the event. 

“It’s getting harder and harder every year 
to win here," said McRae . 

“I think all the other works teams will be 
tough opposition." _ _ , . 

Meanwhile, Ford has announced that local 
driver Neil Allport will drive its third official 
works entry. 

The British-based RAS Ford team has 
already entered Frenchman Francois De- 
lecour and Belgian Bruno Thiry in Group A 
Ford Escort RS Cosworths. 

“The rule changes for this year’s senes 
means that it is vital that these top teams enter 
three cars and we are thrilled that Ford has 
chosen a local driver of the quality of Neil to 
take the third car," Chandler said. 


Sampras wants to beat Borg’s record 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Pete Sampras, who clinched 
his third successive Wimble- 
don title on Sunday, hopes to 
surpass Bjom Borg's achieve- 
ment of five wins in the 
tournament. 

“I hope I can win it six 
times," the American told 
officials and guests after the 
annual Wimbledon Cham- 
pionships dinner on Sunday 
night following his victory 
over former champion Boris 
Becker in the final. 

“I have had a great run and 
I don’t intend to let it stop 
here. Certainly I hope to see 
you all again same time, 
same place next year — at the 
winners’ convention. 

“I reckon I’m good for 
about 12 years in this game.” 
Becker vowed he would 
remain among the toughest 
challengers for the next few 
y&rsi “In my mind when you 
are still under 30 it doesn’t 
matter in tennis whether you 
are 21 or 29 so long as you 
have the hunger and desire," 
-he said. - 

“Actually it is a plus in a 
way because I’m a tougher 
opponent now even when I’m 
down because I’m mature 
enough to be in control. I’m 
not giving matches away. 
People have to beat me.” 
As for Sampras's chances 
of beating Borg's modern-era 
Wimbledon record of five 
consecutive men’s singles ti- 
tles between 1976 and 1980, 
Becker said: “Well, he's 
young and he's strong. He 
must have a shot.” 
Sampras, though, will 
forget about records and 
even rackets for a while as he 
rests up for a fortnight before 
starting his preparation for 
the U.S. Open in September. 

He will also spend time 
with Tim Guilikson. his 
coach who is undergoing che- 


motherapy for a brain 
tumour. 

“It has been six months 
now since Tim started his 
treatment and he's getting 
better. I am going to spend 
some time with him directly 
I get home and hopefully he 
wul be able to go some 
travelling later in the year,” 
Sampras said. 

Tarango pulls out of Swiss 
Open 

Wimbledon hothead Jeff 
Tarango has pulled out of the 
Swiss Open for fear of a 
confrontation with an angTy 
Marc Rosset, tournament 
officials said Monday the 
American player sent shock- 
waves through the normally 
sedate Wimbledon fortnight 
by accusing French umpire 
Bruno Rebeufa of being “the 
most corrupt official in the 
game." 

Tarango stormed off court 
during his third-round Wimb- 
ledon match against Alexan- 
der Mronz after a dispute 
with Rebeuh over a line call. 
Tarango’s French wife, Be- 
nedicte, then slapped the 


official twice on the face. 

Afterwards, Tarango 
alleged that Rebeuh had 
shown bias to players for 
friendship. He named Swiss 
player Rosset as one of thos 
who had benefited from the 
official's favoritism. 

Tarango was fined a record 
$15,500 for the outburst and 
may now face further fines or 
suspension following an in- 
vestigation. 

“We understand that some 
guys from ATP told (Taran- 
go) to go back to tbe United 
States because Rosset is 
here,’ ' said Jutg Vogel, a 
spokesman for the $560,000 
tournament which opened 
Monday. 

“I think it was because of 
the emotional side. Rosset is 
a local hero here. He is from 
nearby Geneva and he was 
very angry about the aflega- 
: tibns.” 

- -An earlier statemenrfforn : 
“Swiss Open organisers said 
“personal friends of the play- 
er had apparently advised 
him to take this step.” 

Rosset, in an interview 
with a Swiss newspaper last 
week, flatly denied the 
charges. 


WANTED 

Dynamic travel agency is looking for a 
Marketing Manager, experienced in 
inbound/outoound tourism and airline ticketing. 
Salary according to qualifications. 

For interview, please call 604566. 


“U.S. VISA INFORMATION - 

The U.S. provides the following 
information about the procedures for 
applying for tourist visas without 
interview. Only those holding previously 
issued long-term visas that have been 
correctly used are eligible. The passport 
bearing the previously issued visa, the 
new passport, and any intermediate 
passports must be provided. These 
passports, a completed application, a 
photograph with a tight background, and 
fourteen dinars in exact change must be 
brought to the American Embassy 
between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m., 

Sunday through Thursday, and presented 

to the visa cashier. 

No interview is required, approved visas 
may be collected from the Embassy the 
same day. 


ATP tennis rankings 

1. Andre Agassi (USA) 4980 pts 

2. Pete Sampras (USA) 3834 

3. Boris Becker (Ger) 3598 

4. Thomas Muster (Ant) 3401 

5. Michael Chang (USA) . 3025 

6. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 2621 

7. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Rus) * 2518 

8. Wayne Ferriera (Rsa) 2377 

9. Michael Stich (Ger) 2187 

10. Marc Rosset (Swi) 1981 

11. Sergi Bruguera (Spa) 1961 

12. Magnus Larsson (Swe) 1840 

13. Alberto Berasategui (Spa) 1817 

14. Jim Coorier (USA) 1708 

15. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 1673 

16. Stefan Edberg (Swe) 1671 

17. Andrei Medvedev (Ukr) 1473 

18. Thomas Enqvist (Swe) 1473 

19. Todd Martin (USA) 1370 

20. Andrea Gaudenzi (Ita) 1304* 




CARS FOR SALE 

* Jeep Cherokee Ltd. 1990, 6 cylinder, automatic 
fully loaded 4x4. 

* Van Mazda 1991, 6 cylinder, 3 seats, automatic 
fully loaded. Duty unpaid. 

Price S 15000 each. Al-Suwaifeya 

Tel. 813313 




FOR RENT 

Two bedroom furnished apartment 
Lshape living room with telephone. 
Zahran area . 

Call 641604 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Luxury furnished villa and first-floor apartment 
with a separate entrance. Located 
"ea on Al Hussein Medical Centre 
large garden and a swimming poo| R d ’ lth 
Tel: 841441, 864499 
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CINEMA TEL: 634 144 

PHIMBDELPHIfl 

Sharon Stone, 
William Baldwin 
& Tom Berenger 
in 

Sliver 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 830, 1030 


CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLfiZfi 

Charlie Sheen 
& Kristy Swanson 


in 


The Chase 


Shows: 1230. 3:30. 5:00, 830, 1030 


CINEMA TEL:677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

The best love stoiy 

Onlyyou 

SHOWS: 1230, 330, 6:15. 830. 1030 

CONCORD “2” 

Mrs Doubtfire 

Shows: 3:30. 5:30. 1 1 


HKHOan THE0THE 

TEL:6 18274 - 618275 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“sumaa”’ 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 

Daily at 5 :00 p.m. 


ftaM fpl Morfiiai Theatre 

TEL:675571 
Today and Every Day 
Abu Al Khil and 
Najah...in 

KABARET 

The theatre doses on Hondm t 
irformanres start al 8:30 p.» n . 


Nabil & 
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America’s Cup yachts finally home Nomo to start All-Star game 


AUCKLAND (AFP) — The yachts that New 
Zealand used earlier this year to win the 
America’s Cup in San Diego were welcomed 
here by around 200 boats and 5,000 people on 
Tuesday. The two Black Magic boats — NZL 
32 and NZL38 — arrived without keels and 
masts and riding on the deck of a container 
ship. Also on the French-owned ship Direct 
Kookaburra was OneAusrralia, the boat 
Black Magic defeated in the challenger series. 
New Zealanders will only get a brief chance to 
see their winning boats as Team New Zealand 
plans to lock them in storage in order to 
prevent syndicates vying for the 2000 chal- 
lenge from finding their racing secrets. 

Body of missing Olympian found 

MADISON (AP) — The body of a man 
believed to be a missing Special Olympics 
athlete from Nepal was found Monday at the 
beach where he was presumed drowned four 
days ago. The body of the person believed to 
be Ramesb Mail, 21, was found about 1 p.m. 
at the Meg’s Point Section of Hammonasset 
Beach State Park, a police dispatcher said. 
Mali disappeared Thursday afternoon while 
swimming in Long Island sound during a 
private outing to the beach with his country- 
men. Rescuers had been searching the shore 
off the 2mile (3.2 kilometres) beach nearly 
non-stop since he disappeared. Mali's family 
in Nepal said he had never been to the sea 
before coming to America, and had never 
learned to swim. Mali arrived in this country 
June 26 to participate in the special Olympics 
world games in New Haven. He was a 
member of the soccer team. 

Bull ponders Coventry move 

WOLVERHAMPTON, England (AFP) — 
Steve Bull is considering an offer to play 
Premiership football with Coventry after 
Wolves accepted a 1.5 million pound (about 
S2.5 million) bid for their 30-year-old cult 
hero on Monday. The former England striker 
has had talks with Sky Blues boss Ron 
Atkinson after first division Wolves manager 
Graham Taylor said the decision lies with 
Bull. But Atkinson knows how difficult it will 
be for Bull to leave the club to whom he has 
been steadfastly loyal over the years. Atkin- 
son said: “I know it would be a wrench for 
Steve to leave Wolves but at least we have 
gone part of the way down the road to 
persuading him.” Bull is due a testimonial 
after scoring 251 goals in nine years at 
Molineux during which time he has never 
played in the top flight. Taylor and Bull, who 
signed for Wolves from West Brom for 64,000 
pounds in 1986, were locked in further talks 
on Monday. 

Walters set to leave Anfield 

LIVERPOOL (AFP) — Winger Mark Wai- 
ters was told on Monday -Be can leave Liver- 
pool for a cut-price fee assart of an Anfield* 
summer clear-out. The 31 -year-old former 
Aston Mila winger, signed for 1.2 million 
pounds (about two million dollars) from 
Rangers four years ago, is likely to fetch 
around 250,000 pounds. First division Stoke, 
who had Walters on trial last season, are 
favourites to sign him. Liverpoool chief ex- 
ecutive Peter Robinson said: "We are looking 
to prune our staff if we can because we have 
got rather a large one.” Manager Roy Evans 
has been busy in the close season transfer 
market buying Nottingham Forest leading 
scorer Stan CoIIymore and on a somewhat 
smaller financial scale Crewe's winger, 
youngster Francis Tierney. 


ARLINGTON (AFP) — Japanese pitcher 
Hideo Nomo, the sensation of the season, was i 
named as starting pitcher of the National 
League in the All-Star game here on Tuesday. 
The 26-year-old Los Angeles Dodgers player 
has a 6-1 record, has won six consecutive 
starts with a 0.89 earned run average and is 
the first Donger rookie to win a place in the 
All-Stars since Fernando Valenzuela. “This is 
a dream for me. I thought it was unreachable. 
It will be the biggest game of my life. I will 
cherish it for ever,” said Nomo. who leads the 
National League in strikeouts. Randy John- 
son of the Seattle Mariners was named as the 
American League starter. Center fielder Len- 
ny Dykstra of the Philadephia Philies will lead 
off for the National League with Kenny 
Lofton of the Cleveland Indians leading off 
for the American League. The rest of the 
*National League team will be San Diego’s 
Tony Gwynn, hitting second and playing right 
with Barry Bonds of San Francisco ratting 
third, Los Angeles catcher Mike Piazza 
fourth, Atlanta first baseman Fred McGriff 
fifth and Cincinnati’s Ron Gant, the design 
nated hitter. Gndnnati shortstop Barry Lar- 
kin will bat seventh followed by Colorado 
third baseman Vinny Castilla and Houston 
second baseman Craig Biggio. 

Sampdoria bid farewell to Platt 

GENOA (R) — England captain David Platt, 
leaving Sampdoria for Arsenal next season, 
was given an emotional farewell by the Italian 
on Monday. Sampdoria president Enrico 
Mantovani told the 29-year-old midfielder he 
was proud Platt had for the Genoese club and 
would have liked him to stay there longer. 
‘Today is a sad day for me because I must say 
farewell to a player who in these last few years 
has won our complete respect and a lot of 
affection," he told a news conference. "I am 
proud David has been at Samp, I would have 
liked to keep him but it was not possible for so 
many reasons. “I won’t see David in the blue 
and white striped shirt again but tbe 
friendship and affection will always be there. I 
am sure that he, when he thinks of Genoa, 
will carry a piece of Sampdoria in his head and 
in his heart,” Mantovani said. 

Sao Paulo final draws near 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Portuguesa and 
Corinthians both won at the weekend to 
remain neck-and-neck in the Sao Paulo state 
championship. Portuguesa, unfancied at the 
start of the season, clinched a 2-1 victory away 
to Santos with an S7th-minute winner from 
Caio while Corinthians beat Uniao Sao Joao 
2-0 with a penalty from Marcelinho and a 
powerful 25-metre strike by Tupazinho. Por- 
tnguesa and Corinthians both have 10 points 
with two group two games to come in the 
second stage of the championship. They meet 
next weekend in a match which ifo jikel^jg, 
decide. the finalist from the group.- . -- 

Grobbelaar bail date July 24 

LONDON (R) — British police on Tuesday 
extended by three days the date on which 
Zimbabwean-born goalkeeper Bruce Grobbe- 
laar, Wimbledon’s Dutch player Hans Begers 
and Aston Villa striker John Fashanu are 
likely to hear whether charges will be laid 
over match-fixing allegations. The three plus 
Fashanu’s partner Melissa Kassamapsi and 
Malaysian businessman Heng Suan Lim were 
released on bail after several hours of ques- 
tioning last week. They were given police bail 
until July 21. Police have now extended that 
to July 24. 


Copa America 

Rincon goal gives Colombia 
1-0 win over Ecuador 


RIVERA, Uruguay (R) — A 
well-taken goal by Napoli 
striker Fredy Rincon gave 
Colombia a comfortable 1-0 
win over neighbours Ecuador 
in the Copa America on 
Monday. 

Rincon collected an inci- 
sive pass from captain Carlos 
Valderrama and scored with 
a low, powerful left foot shot 
from 12 metres on the stroke 
of halftime in the first round 
Group B match. 

• The goal was a fitting re- 
ward for Colombia's domi- 
nance of tbe first half. 

In the second half, they 
seemed content to have done 
the minimum necessary to 
win and spent most of the 
time stroking the ball around 
in midfield. 

Rincon himself had missed 
a fine chance earlier in the 
first half when he burst into 
the Ecuadorean area only to 
fire his shot wide of the goal. 

Midfielder Herman Gavir- 
ia also wasted a gilt-edged 
chance when he had a free 
shot at goal from 12 metres 
but hit the ball harmlessly 
wide. 

Ecuador, a shadow of the 
team which had chances to 
beat Brazil before going 
down 1-0 . on Friday, were 
penned into their own half 
for most of the game. 

Midfielder Alex Aguinaga 
had their best effort in the 
33rd minute when he spotted 
Colombia goalkeeper Rene 
Higuita off his line and tried 
to lob him. 

Higuita was caught back- 

5 pedalling but just got back in 
time to avoid an embarras- 
sing moment. 

Colombia relaxed in the 
second half, an insipid affair 
.with no real goalscoring 
chances. 


The game was a victory for _ Maturana, now coach of 
Colombia coach Hernan Ecuador, was coach of Col- 
Dario Gomez over his former ° mb,a until last year and 
boss Francisco Maturana. Gomez was his assistant. 








Abu Shaqra introduces Nina 
Ricci 

The Abu Shaqra Trading Agency fast Wednesday July 5 
1995 hosted a dinner to mark its introduction of various 
produces of Nina Ricci into the Jordanian market. 

The dinner hosted by the trading agency's general 
manager Rami Abu Shaqra . was attended by the French 
firm’s representatives. Mr. Nicholas and Ms. Kiera as well 
as tbe French commercial artache in Jordan and a group of 
invited prominent guests like pharmacists and store own- 
ers. 

Mr. Abu Shaqra said that Nina Ricci is a leading French 
firm which produces a wide variety of scent that has been 
popular around the world. He said that the Abu Shaqra 
agency has concluded an agreement with Nina Ricci 
whereby it will serve as the sole agent for the French firm's 
products in Jordan. 

Mr. Nicholas expressed his happiness and confidence in 
the Abu Shaqra Trading Agency, voicing hope that the 
Nina Ricci products will be successfully promoted in Jordan 
at the hands of the Abu Shaqra Trading Agency. 


S Has tjhe pleasure to announce to you ahout its competitive prices . 

1 of Buying & Selling ALL KINDS OF Arabic & foreign currencies . 
Working Hours ( 9:00 am - 8:00 pm ) contineously . 

* Address : - Wasfi Tal str. ( Gardens ) - Abu Taqa center s 

TELEFAX:- ( 698128 ) Amman • Jordan i 


Bruno 

offered 

Tyson 
fight as 
prize 


Flamengo debate costs of Romario 


LONDON (AFP) — Frank 
Bruno's prize for beating 
WBC heavyweight champion 
Oliver McCall at Wembley 
stadium on September 2 
would be a mega return fight 
with Mike Tyson, says Amer- 
ican promoter Don King. 

However, British rival 
Lennox Lewis has threatened 
action if Tyson — No. 1 in 
the WBC rankings without so 
much as winning a comeback 
fight — stepped in front of 
their man Lewis won the 
right for a crack at bis former 
title by stopping Lionel But- 
ler in May’s WBC final elimi- 
nator. 

King could not be sure 
when Tyson would be ready 
to fight for a little in the first 
step of his campaign to 
reunify the world cham- 
pionships. 

“I think Tyson could win 
the world little today." King 
said. “The plan was for Mike 
to challenge for a world title 
in his fourth fight, bid the 
decision rests solely with him. 
He wants to reunify the titles 
as soon as possible. 

“Frank Bruno is going to 
be making his fourth chal- 
lenge for the world crown. 
Usually, when you get three 
strikes you are out. 

“The winner of McCall- 
Bruno will fight Tyson, so 
Frank has a lot to gain. 

“He had Tyson shook up in 
their first six year's ago. 
Frank's got the opportunity. 
He’s reaching for the clouds 
and the douds a he may get.” 

Bruno's 'clash with 
McCall, postponed from July 
22 because the champion 
from Chicago injured his left 
arm go-karting, will “easily” 
pull a crowd of 60,000 to 
Wimbley stadium, reckons 
King's British partner Frank 
Warren.” 

Brqno^.said: "The delay 
helgfl;fi'ni just thankful' it's 
on.qfcmay help to sell more 
tickets and give me a chance 
to get filler and stranger men- 
tally. Everything helps.” 
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RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
He returned to Brazil as a 
national hero. His featherlike 
touches and dramatic goals 
made Brazil a four-time 
World Cup champion and 
made Romario the FIFA 
player of the year. 

That was last year. 

Rio club Flamengo spent 
nearly $5 million! to get rhe 
mercurial 29-year-old striker, 
from FC Barcelona on a loan 
fee earlier this year , and now 
its wondering if the cost will 
be even higher — the kind 
you can’t put on a ledger 
sheet. 

Romario has told club 
management be will continue 
playing only if be doesn't 
have to follow all the rules 
during pre-season training 
camp. He also wants a new 
coaching staff. 

Manager Vanderiei Lux- 
emburgo, who won the fast 
two Brazilian national titles 
with Palmeiras of Sao Paulo, 
has grown tired of Romario 
— giving the Flamengo front 
office an ultimatum: either 
him or me. 

The final decision belongs 
to Flamengo president Kle- 
ber Leite. 

Rio’s Jomal Dos Sports 
ran a headline that said Lux- 
emburg could be fired, since 
there was too much money 
tied up in Romario. 

With the national cham-* 
pionsbip less than a month 
away, Leite is hoping to get 
both parties to compromise. 

None of the problems with 
Romario should have come 
as a surprise to Flamengo. 

Barcelona manager Johan 
Cruyff was constantly irked 
by Romano's prima dona 
attitudes and said he wasn't 
worh the trouble. 

Despite angering Cruyff 
and club management. 
Romario returned late to 
Barcelona's training camp 
last summer after the World 
Cup. a situation that contri- 
buted to his transfer back to 
Brazil. 

Flamengo, one of Brazil's 
most popular clubs, was only 
too happy to greet him, ex- 
pecting to celebrate its 100th 
year with another title. 

With the hiring of Luxem- 
burgo. Flamengo anticipated 
gdals‘iand r .titles. . \ 

Romario scored 26 goals to 
finish second in Rio state 
league scoring despite sitting 
out almost a month with in- 
juries. 


* 7 6 2 
The bidding - . 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 1 NT Pass 

2 7 Pass 2 4 Pass 

S 4 Pass 4 4 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of * 

Don't be satisfied with spotting 
the obvious way to tackle tbe play. 
Dig deep to Bee if there's a line that 
gives you an extra chance. 

South bid the hand vary welL 
Over North’s no-trump response 
South first probed for a 4-4 heart fit, 
then when North took a preference 
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RESTAURANT. PUB. TERRACE 

NOUROZ 

NOW 

RE-OPEN 

Superb .setting, friendly atmosphere, 
excellent cuisine, and reasonable prices. 

Now air-conditioned with ample parking 
space. 

Open Lunch 12-4 & Dinner 7-1 
Take away & delivery service 

NOUROZ FOR YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS 
Third Circle Jebel Amman 
V Tel 642S30 Fax 642966. 


' 5 . / - ’ -- i-- -.i ” t’ f' 


A leading trading company is looking for. 
an executive secretary with the following 
qualifications: 

* B.A degree in English / Business or any 
related subject. 

‘Fluency in both Arabic and English 
languages (reading , writing and spoken) 
•Excellent command of all secretarial 
duties 

* Minimum five years experience as 
executive secretary. 

The salary is commensurate with 
qualifications. 

interested Jordanian candidates 

* !’“ who possess the required 

qualifications are Invited to apply . 

telephone numbsr 690762. 



Brazil’s Romario 

But two weeks ago. arch- 
rival Fluminense scored a 
last-minute goal to win the 
state title, and then Gremio 
beat Flamengo to eliminate :t 
from the Brazil Cup. 

Romario reacted by ssying 
he lacked motivation "and 
listed the conditions for him 
to not retire. 

He requested training li- 
mited to the goal area, reel- 
ing he should be excused 
from endurance work line 
running. 

And also' felt; that, he 
should not be Required to stay 
with the team at training 
camp, an obvious interfer- 
ence with his persona] life. 

On the eve of the Flu- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1RSCH 

' 19M TrrOur* MMa &«.<« Inc 

MANAGE YOUR 
ASSETS WISELY 

to spades. South made an tnvila- 
licnul raise . With a super- maximum 
for the bidding to that point (two 
aces are not to be sneezed at, even 
though the jack of diamonds was of 
doubtful value). North had no diffi- 


minense game. Romario was 
seer :r* his car with his girl- 
friend romancing in front of 
:he team's hotel. 

“To be an ido! on 
Flamengo. goals are not 
enough, ” Flamengo’s all- 
time scorer Zico told Rio 
Daily O Globo. ‘'Flamengo’s 
young players and fans need’ 
a shining example of disci- . 
pline and sacrifice. Romario 
doesn't fill the bill." 
Fiamengo vice-president. 
Michael Assaf. however, 
sided with Romario. causing 
a split in club management. 

"Training camps are neith- 
er military posts nor con- 
vents," Assaf told Jomal Do 
Brasil. “He was hired to 


culty in raising to game. 

There was no point in holding up 
the ace of duhi. so declarer won the 

first trick in dummy. Faced with two 
sure losers in chibs, the fate of the 
hand hung on holding the heart los- 
ers to one. That amid be accom- 
plished either if Che suit split 3-3 or 
if declarer could ruff the fourth 
heart on the board. 

Declarer drew two rounds of . 
trumps, cashed the ace and king of 
hearts and exited with a heart. Un- 
fortunately, East was able to lead . 


score goals, not to be a gent- 
lemen. or a r.ew Zico. for 
that mantr." 

Besides Romario and Lux- 
emburgo. Flamengo also has 
acquired Romario’s friend 
Emundo- nicknamed the 
“animal" — for S5 million to 
create a powerful front line 
with rookier Savio. 

Edmundo. who came from 
Palmeiras and whose play 
helped Luxemburgo win two 
straight national titles, just 
recorded a rap album ,wrti> 
Romario in which they sini 
“we’re bad.” 

It’s just aiiother factor that 
will add up in Leite's mind 
when he tnes to calculate the 
cost of Romario. 


another trump on winning the third 
heart and declarer was 
with a second heart loser. 

Declarer could have managed the 
North-South assets better to cater 
to the actual lie of the cards as wriL 
At trick two declarer should lead a 
heart from dummy and duck it! The 

defenders are helpless. After surren- , 
dering two chibs declarer regains the 

lead, draws two rounds of tramps 
and cashes the ace and king of 
hearts. West shows out, but also is 

out of trumps. Declarer can now raff 

the last heart for the game-going 
trick. 





COLOUR COPY CENTER 

UJHO Uie ARC ? 

For the first time in Jordan, RAINBOW 
COLOUR COPY center has the ability to 
provide a fast colour service, 

while you wait. 

UJHRT S€RVIC€S Ule PROVIDE ? 

Full colour photocopying 

Reducing Enlarging from orignal photograph 
colour brouchers ... etc. 

Black & White photocopying or single 
colour. 

In big volume. 

Engineering plan printing on plain 
paper or tracing. 

Laminating from l.D. card up to poster size. 

Create your own calanders, T.SHIRT, 
MUGS ... etc. 

Printing from computer discs in both 

colour a B/W 

Cans gift wrapping 

Book Binding 

Fax services 

To WHOM We PBOVlD€ OUB SlftViCES ? 

To all the advertising agencies, 
to all of engineering offices. 

Ali kind of exhibitions. 

Schools, Universities. 

Al! Companies, individuals. 

Who is iooking for a fast sen/ice in colour 
photocopy Laminated documents.all services 
while you wait. 

El Sweifieh Ftewaeh Complex 

Tel 824501 ® 








COLOUR COPY CENTER 



News 


Sheikh Hamad reshuffles 
cabinet, succession rules 


DUBAI (Agencies) — 
Qatar's new emir. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa At Tha- 
ni, who ousted his father in a 
palace coup last month, on 
Tuesday appointed a new 
government with himself as 
prime minister and altered 
the rules of succession. 

In decrees published by the 
official Qatari News Agency, 
he took over the premiership 
that was held by his father 
Sbeikh Khalifa Ben Hamad 
A1 Thani, who is now be- 
lieved living in exile in the 
south of France. 

Signalling no change in the 
policies of the small Gulf oil 
- state. Sheikh Hamad, who as 
crown prince was largely re- 
sponsible for appointing the 
previous cabinet three years 
ago, kept senior ministers 
such as those for foreign 
affairs, energy, and finance 
unchanged. 

An army officer trained at 
Britain's elite Sandhurst 
Military Academy, Sheikh 
Hamad also retained his pre- 
vious posts of defence minis- 
ter and aimed forces com- 
mander. 

He appointed his brother. 
Sheikh Abdullah, who 
strongly supported the move 
against the previous emir in 
the bloodless palace coup of 
June 27. as deputy prime 
minister in addition to his 
post of interior minister. 

But ending speculation 
that he might appoint his 
brother as crown prince. 
Sheikh Hamad altered the 
rules of succession to specifi- 
cally say the succession goes 
to One of the sons of the emir. 
The previous rules said simp- 
ly that it was hereditary. 

The decree said that if the 
ruler had no sons, the crown 
prince would be chosen by 
the emir from among mem- 
bers of the A1 Thani ruling 
family. 

Sheikh Hamad introduced 
four faces to the new 18-man 
cabinet, three of them from 
outside the ruling family 




Sbdkh i A] Thud 


which retained nine of the 
cabinet posts. 

The main casualty is his 
father's long-time aide Isa 
Ben Ghanem A1 Kawari who ■ 
was replaced as emiri court 
minister by Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Suhaim Al Thani. the 
former health minister. 

Newcomers were Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Khaied AI 
Thani in the new post of 
minister of state for cabinet 
affairs, Ali Said Al Khiya- 
reen as minister of health, 
Najeeb Mohammad. Al 
Nuaimi as minister of justice 
and Ahmad Abdullah Al 
Mahmoud as minister of state ‘ 
for foreign affairs, another 
new post. 

The former minister of jus- 
tice, Sheikh Ahmad Ben Saif 
Al Thani , was appointed 
minister of of state. 

The cabinet list did not 
include a minister of labour, 
social affairs and housing, the 
post held in the previous 
cabinet by Abdul Rahman 
Saad Al Dirham. His fate was 
not immediately clear. 

The decrees announced 
sweeping changes among 
senior civil servants, includ- 
ing new chiefs for intelli- 
gence, the civil service de- 
partment and religious courts 
and new under-secretaries for 
the ministries of information. 


interior, and municipal 
‘affairs. 

Following is the govern- 
ment announced by Sheikh 
Hamad: 

Crown prince, minister of de- 
fence and commander-in- 
chief of the armed forces — 

Sheikh Hamad. 

First deputy prime minister 
and minister of interior — 
Sheikh Abdullah Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani. 

Minister of state at the emiri 
court — - Sbeikh Ben 

Suhaim Al Thani. 

Foreign minister — Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jasim Ben Jabor 
Al Thani. 

Minister of finance, economy 
and trade — Sbeikh Moham- 
mad Ben Khalifa Al Thani. 
Minister of state — Sbeikh 
Ahmad Bin Seif Al Thani- 
Mtnister of state for defence 
affairs, member of the cabinet 
and deputy commander-in- 

chief of tile armed forces 

Sheikh Hamad Ben Abdullah 
Al Thani. 

Minister of religious endow- 
ments and Islamic affairs — 
Sheikh Abdn&ah Ben Khaied 
Al Thani. 

Minister of municipal affairs 
and agriculture — Sbeikh 
Ahmad Ben Hamad Al Thani. 
Minister of state — Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Khaied Al 
Thani. 

Minister of communications 
and transport — Abdullah 
Saleh Al Manei. 

Minister of education — 
Abdul Aziz Abdullah Tnrld. 
Minister of power and water 
— Ahmad Mohammad All Al 
Sebaie. 

Minister of energy and indus- 
try — Abdullah Hamad Al 
Attiyah. 

Minister of information and 
culture — H«m— i Abdul Aziz 
Al Kawari. 

Minister of public health — 
All Saeed Al Khayareen. 
Minister of justice — Ngjeeb 
Mohammad Al Naeemi. 
Minister of state for foreign 
affairs — Ahmad Abdullah A] 
Mahmoud. 


VIENNA (Agencies) — The 
United Nations nuclear safe- 
guards agency said on Tues- 
day it had found no substance 
in repons that Iraq has been 
secretly working on technolo- 
gy to build a nuclear bomb. 

A spokesman for the 
Vienna-based International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) said agency nuclear 
experts who studied the 
allegations had completed 
their investigation. 

“Our conclusion is that 
there was no substance in the 
story,” the spokesman said. 
“It is not considered to be an 


important issue any more. 
The IAEA’s probe ini 


The IAEA’s probe into 
whether Iraq was attempting 
to use a theoretical 
computer-based model to de- 
sign nuclear weapons was 
prompted by a report in the 
London Sunday Times in 
April. 

The newspaper based its 
article on documents faxed to 
it by an Iraqi defector before 
he disappeared in Greece. 
Reports also appeared in 
Greek newspapers. 

Energy traders have been 
keenly watching Iraq’s prog- 
ress in accounting for and 
destroying its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Until Baghdad has satisfied 
the United Nations that it has 
eradicated such arms, a ban 
on oil exports imposed on 
Iraq after it invaded Kuwait 
in 1990 will remain in force. 

Iraqi oil exports were 
worth around SIS billion a. 
year before the Gulf war. 


Members of the U.N. 
Security Council said last Fri- 
day that the sanctions were 
certain to remain unchanged 
when it holds a 60-day review 
of the curbs later this week. 

The head of the New York 
U.N. Commission in charge 
of ensuring Baghdad destroys 
. its chemical, biological and 
ballistic weapons, Swedish di- 
plomat Rolf Ekeus. made 
dear last week that Iraq had 
still not completed all the 
requirements. 

The commission wants to 
study a report on Iraq’s past 
biological weapons program- 
me, which Baghdad has 
promised to provide by the 
end of July. 

The IAEA is in charge of 
overseeing the destruction of 
all nuclear materials and 


equipment in Iraq. 
The IAEA spokes 


The IAEA spokesman said 
the agency reiterated its find- 
ings that there was no nuclear 
weapons activity in Iraq. The 
IAEA reported earlier this 
year that equipment and 
essential components of 
Iraq's past nuclear weapons 
programme had been des- 
troyed, removed or rendered 
harmless. 

Professor Maurizio Zif- 
ferero. the agency official 
who has been in charge of 
ensuring Iraq dismantled its 
nudear projects, also con- 
ducted the investigation into 
the defector's allegations. He 
questioned the autbentidty 
of the documents when the 


tenries in the documents led 
to a suspition of forgery. 

The discovery after the 
Gulf war that Baghdad had 
been developing nuclear 
weapons came as a blow to 
the IAEA which had con- 
ducted safeguards inspections 
in Iraq before 1990. 

The Iraq case led the 
IAEA to conduct a review of 
its inspections procedures. 
The agency’s board of gov- 
ernors backed tougher inter- 
national checks at a meeting 
in June and hopes to win 
agreement for greater access 
to nudear sites by the end of 
the year. 

At the U.N., Chinese. 
French and Russian repre- 
sentatives are ready to act in 
support of Baghdad as soon 
as questions about Iraq's dis- 
armament are definitively 
settled. 


Security Council members, 
in partiular the United 
States, have said the con- 
ditianss are still not ripe for a 
lifting of the petroleum 
embargo, despite Baghdad’s 
recent admission that it had 
an offensive biological arms 
programme. 


reports appeared in April. 
He said then that inconsis- 


Iraq has tried to negotiate 
with the U.N. commission 
the terms of a good-conduct 
certificate in the disarma- 
ment area which would per- 
mit, in accordance with para- 
graph 22 of U.N. Resolution 
687. the lifting of an oil 
embargo that is strangling the 
economy. 
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ELECTIONS: Prime Minister Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker on 
_ Tuesday visits an elec t ion centre in the course of potting in 


the first nationwide municipal elections in Jordan (Photo by 
Yousef Allan) 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordon Times Staff 
Reporter 


IAEA: No substance 
in Iraq nuclear claims 


AMMAN - The key solution 
to addressing the economic 
disparities of the Middle East 
is free trade among the court- ‘ 
tries of the region, and a 
Jordanian- Israeli-Palestinian 
free trade accord eventually 
leading to a customs union 
that includes other countries 
is one of the most viable op-, 
tions. according to a study 
prepared by Jordanian, 
Palestinian and Israeli ex- 
perts. 

The study, entitled 
‘Towards Free Trade in the 
Middle East: The Triad and 
Beyond,” recommends that 
over a five-year period all 
trade barriers between Jordan • 
and the Palestinian 
territories of West Bank and 
Gaza Strip be eliminated, all 
restrictions on Jordanian 
products entering Israel be 
removed and Jordan give 
Israel concessionary tariffs 
on selected goods. 


“By 2010. ail barriers on 
Israeli exports to Jordan 
should be lifted and Jordan’s 
external tariffs should be har- 
monised with those of Israel 
and the West Bank and 
Gaza.” says the study, 
sponsored by the Institute 
for Social and Economic 
Policy in the Middle East 
(ISEPME) at the Kennedy 
School of Government of 
Harvard University. 

The study, conducted in 
the last two years, was 
produced jointly by the 
ISEPME, chaired by Leonard 
Hausman, the Jordan 
Technology Group headed by 
Jawad Anani. the Tniman 
Institute for the Advance of 
Peace led by Mosbe Ma’oz, 
and the Palestine 
Consultancy Group chaired 
by Sari Nusseibeh. 

The study group was 
chaired by Robert Lawrence 
of the Kennedy School of 
Government and included as 
members Tayseer Abdul Jaber 
and Mohammad Amerah of 
Jordan. Hisham Awartanj of 


Al Najah University in the 
West Bank. Hind Salman of 
Bethlehem University. 
Nadav Halevi and Ephraim 
Kleinian of Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. 

A short version of the 
findings of the study was pre- 
sented and debated at a 
gathering in Amman on 
Tuesday attended medium- 
level officials and busi- 
nessmen and chaired by a 
panel that included Dr. 
Lawrence. Dr. Abdul Jaber. 
Dr. Awartani and Dr. 
Kleinian. 

Dr. Hausman emphasised 
that “we do not represent any 
political group or 
government. The study has 
b?en' prepared by in- 
dependent experts closely 
familiar with the- economic 
features of the region.” 

The main points that the 
study highlighted, and again 
emphasised by the 
panellists, included: 

- The study is presenting 
an objective evaluation of 
the situation on the ground 


in the region today and 
suggests that a Jordanian- 
Israeli-Palcstinian free trade 
accord leading to a customs 
union is an opportunity that 
is available. 

"If you think Jordan is in 
an ideal position and does ' 
not need to change, then this 
study is not for you,** said Dr. 
Lawrence. 

— The study is not aimed at 
convincing Jordan alone of 
the wisdom in free trade and 
customs union. “It is aimed 
as much at the Israelis, who 
have their own scepticism 
about entering such 
agreements," said Dr. 
Kleiman. 

At the same time, the pro-, 
posal for free trade and cus- 
toms union serves the in- 
terest of Israel in a different 
way, he said. “We want 
happy neighbours.” he said. 
“It is not because we want 
your happiness but your 
unhappiness will reflect 
badly on us.” 


(Continued on page 7) 


Turkey says troops 
withdraw from Iraq 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkey pulled its troops out 
of northern Iraq on Tuesday 
a week after sending 3,000 
soldieis in a renewed attack 
against Kurdish rebels, the 
Foreign Ministry announced. 

“The raid-type operation 
came to an end after achiev- 
ing its goal." the statement 
said. 

About 3,000 Turkish 
troops, backed by warplanes 
and helicopters, began on 
July 5 to strike at Kurdish 
rebel bases, suspected as 
launching points tor attacks 
into Turkey. Some 650 rebels 
were believed to be based in 
the area. 

But fresh battles were re- 
ported earlier Tuesday in 
which 21 guerrillas of the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
and seven soldiers were re- 
ported killed. 

The government put the 
rebel death toll at 167 at the 
end of the operation and 
military losses at 26. 

The operation was carried 
out just sooth of the border 


from the Turkish town of 
Cukurca 

The reports indicated that 
the rebels challenged the 
Turkish army rather than flee 
deeper inside northern Iraq. 

Earlier this spring, a simi- 
lar, but longer — six-week— 


Yemeni president meets Qatar’s new emir 


Turkish incursion reportedly 
left 58 soldiers dead. 


left 58 soldiers dead. 

In the latest offensive, 
fighting went on as far as 40 
kilometres inside northern 
Iraq in an area where the 
borders of Turkey, Iran and 
Iraq converge. 

The operation, along a 70- 
kilometre long area paratlc! 
to the border, involved the 
section of northern Iraq con- 
trolled by Iraqi Kurds who 
want independence from 
Baghdad. The area is pro- 
tected by a U.S.-led allied air 
force. 


DOHA (AFP) — Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
arrived here Tuesday, becoming the first head of state to 
meet Qatar’s new emir, who overthrew his father in a 
bloodless coup two weeks ago. Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani, the defence minister and crown prince who 
became emir in the June 27 coup, welcomed Mr. Saleh as 
he began a four-country Arab tour, the official Qatari news 
agency said. The Yemeni President will later fly to Syria 
Jordan and Egypt to bolster ties with them, officials said.' 


Home-made bombs defused near Jewish colony 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The Israeli army defused two 
explosive devices near the Jewish settlement of Netzarim 
on the Gaza Strip on Tuesday, a military spokesman said. 
The home-made bombs were left by the roadside outside 
' the isolated settlement in the centre of the autonomous 
Strip. It was the third time m a week that the anny safelv 
defused bombs near Jewish settlements. 


1,500 Swedes stranded In Iran allowed to By home 


Turkey blamed tbe Iraqi 
Kurdish authorities for not 
maintaining border security 
and barring the infiltration of 
Turkish Kurdish rebels. 


Greenpeace founder loose on French nuclear test site 


SYDNEY (Agencies) — The 
environmentalist group 
Greenpeace says its founder 
has infiltrated France's nuc- 
lear test site in the South 
Pacific and is roaming Murur- 
oa atoll undetected. 

French commandos using, 
teargas boarded Green- 
peace’s protest ship, the 
Rainbow Warrior II, in the 
South Pacific on Sunday and 
subdued the crew. The group 
is trying to block France s 
resumption of nuclear tests in 
the atoll. 

Rainbow Warrior II Cap- 
tain David Enever said Mon- 
day by satellite telephone 
that David McTaggart and 
two comrades slipped into 
the atoll on an inflatable 
speedboat while the French 
commandos seized the ship. 

“They are in the area. I 
wouldn’t be any more specific 


than that,” he said. 

Mr- McTaggart said mean- 
while he is dying from 
emphysema. 

In an interview broadcast 
Tuesday on Television New 
Zealand’s (TVNZ) 60 Mi- 
nutes programme, the 63- 
year-old Canadian-born cam- 
paigner said he had drawn up 
a will two weeks ago. 

He said the lung disease 
was a consequence of smok- 
ing. When asked how long he 
had to live he replied: “Three 


tonga, the Cook Islands, as 
the Rainbow Warrior II was 
en route to Mumroa Atoll, 
revealed that the operation 
by Greenpeace's flagship was 
to act as a decoy for French 
warships. 

Rainbow Warrior H raced 
for the entrance to the atoll 
and deployed its four inflat- 
ables, thus luring the military 
away from a protest yacht, 
the Vega, it said. 

The Vega then sent Mr. 
McTaggan, Australian Chris 


years if I don’t give up smok- Robinson and Dutch New 
ing, seven if I do." Zealander Henk Haazen 

He rad not say when he ashore in a small inflatable to 
received that prognosis or the southern end of Mururoa. 
what action he took. the programme said. 

It was for his latest action French military sources on 
that he took out the will: Mururoa hnplidtlv confirmed 

"The odds are not very good . the success of the operation, 
on this thing." Troops backed by helicop- 

The programme, which ters were hunting for the 
was made last month in Raro- renegade launch and its crew. 


The Rainbow Warrior II 
was towed out to sea and its 
crew rounded up and expel- 
led. although two of its laun- 
ches managed to sneak into 
tbe atoll and protesters even 
briefly managed to clamber 
onto a drilling rig that will be 
used to bore holes for the test 
programme, they said. 

Mr. McTaggart said the 
trio aboard the Vega launch 
plan to “tunnel themselves 
into a radioactive sand" and 
disrupt preparations for 
September’s resumption of 
nudear tests. 

The French anny said it 
will block the entrance to the 
atoll’s lagoon with cables to 
thwart future attempts to en- 
ter it. A tugboat is also post- 
ed there to ward off any 
attempt by Rainbow Warrior 
n to push its way in. 

France has set off more 


than 130 atmospheric and 
underground nuclear tests 
there since 1966. French nuc- 
lear tests are to resume in 
September after a three-year 
moratorium. 


STOC1 HOLM (AFP) — The Swedish board of civil 
aviatio i dedded Tuesday to allow 1 ,500 travellers from 
Swede .i stranded fn Iran to fly home with Iran Air Tours 
even though the board withdrew the Iranian airline's flight 
permit July 7. the board said. “Wc have decided todayto 
allow Iran Air Tours to fly the travellers home to Sweden 
on seven occasions in July and August,” the board‘s policy 
director, Gustaf Srjcmbcrg. told AFP. Mr. Stjcmbcrgsaid 
the decision was made so as “not to inconvenience" the 
travellers. The aviation board withdrew the company's 
permit July 7 without warning because it was “illeallv flvine 
regular flights instead of charter trips.” On charter trios 
accommodations must be included in the trip price. Many 
of the l .500 travelleres are Iranian citizens visiting relatives 
in Iran, although several groups of Swedish tourists also 
flew to Tehran with Iran Air Tours. 



Pakistani lawyer 
wins Ramon 
Magsaysay Award 


Jordanian-Israeli-Palestinian free trade, 
customs union suggested as most viable 

i Experts’ study looks closely at three economies 


MANILA (AFP) -A Palos- 

tani human rights lawyer who 
fought to ease her nations 
harsh Islamic laws has been 
chosen to receive the Roman 
Magsaysay Award for public 
service, the award foundation 
announced Tuesday. 

Asma Jahangir, founding 
secretary general of the Hu- 
man Rights Commission of 
Pakistan, was cited for "chal- 
lenging Pakistan to embrace 
and uphold the principles of 
religious tolerance, gender 
equality, and equal protec- 
tion under the law." A 43- 
y ear-old lawyer, Ms. Jahangir 
was arrested *for sedition in 
1984 under the former milit- 
ary regime of Mohammad 
Zia U1 Haq. The 1986, she 

founded a non-governmental 
human rights commission 
which documents “the ram- 
pant mistreatment and ex- 
ploitation of women, chil- 
dren, minorities, and labour- 


ers" by religious extremists, 
the foundation said. Ms. 


In Paris, more than 400 
French scientists have signed 
a petition protesting at their 


Dubai traders ignore U.$. embargo on Iran 


country's resumption of nuc- 
lear tests in the south Pacific. 


its organisers said. 

The petition rejected as 
"an insult" the French gov- 
ernment's justification for the 
tests — that they were needed 
to perfect and calibrate com- 
puter simulation techniques. 

“It is an insult to public 
opinion, and is cheating 
citizens, to suggest that 
France needs these tests be- 
cause it doesn't have the 
means to cany out simula- 
tions," it said. 


DUBAI ((AP) — Distributors of American products in 
Dubai have been unaffected by President Bill Clinton's ban 
on trade with Iran, a local newspaper reported, '■'hie U.S. 
ban is a joke here,” one unidentified trader was quoted as 
saying by the English-language newspaper Gulf News 
“U.S. goods will keep going into Iran with or without the 
ban because they are sold through middlemen.'' the tracer 
said. However, the newspaper said that there had been a 
sharp drop in trade with Iran as a result of a currency 
exchange crisis. The Iranian rial has been on the decline 
against other currencies, and the central bank of Iran is 
trying to stabilise its value. Mr. Clinton imposed economic 
sanctions against Iran in May. accusing Tehran on trying to : ; 
secure nudear weapons technology and sponsoring interna- 
tional terrorism The embargo cut off around $4 billion in 
Iranian oil sales to U.S. companies. But it affected mainly 1 
direct business dealings between U.S. companies and Iran | 
and American investments m Iran. I 


Jahangir also fought to tem- 
per her country’s harsh Isla- 
mic Law by seeking the im- 
plementation of international 
standards of justice in Pakis- 
tan, it said. She will receive a 
medallion and $50,000 cash 
prize during award cere- 
monies in Manila on Aug. 31 
along with winners in the 
fields of government service, 
community leadership, jour-.. ' 
nalism, literature, creative 
communication arts and in- 
ternational understanding. 
The annual awards are in 
memory of one of the Philip- 
pines’ most popular presi- 
dents who died in a plane 
crash in 1957. 


Tourists fined 
for public 
stripping 


LARNACA, Cyprus (AP) — 
Four Norwegian and two 
British men who took every- 
thing off and started an im- 
proptu node dance in die 
t&bn square of a resort town 
were slapped with fines. Ayia 
Napa on the southern coast 
of Cyprus is a popular spot 
for topless women sun- 
bathers, but when the six 
yount men stripped to their 
birthday suits they were 
rounded up by a police pat- 
rol. The district court fined 
each of them 50 Cyprus 
pounds ($113) after they 
pleaded guilty to “insulting 
public morality," and apolo- 
gised for their behaviour. 
Judge Soula Clean thous said 
she thought their actions 
stemmed from "youthful fri- 
volity and thoughtlessness," 
but she could not overlook 
the fact that “it constituted... 
a provocation to other tour- 
ists." 


Rescuers pull 
Italian boy 
out of well 


{‘ E ,9 C |* ItaJ y <R) — An 
Italian boy who slipped down 

a well on his 13th birthday 
was rescued and rushed to 
hospital, RAI television re- 
ported. The television said 
the boy appeared to be alive. 
The incident, in the village of 
Nocilia in the heel of Italy, 
led the late-night news and 
was eerily reminiscent of a 
that traumatised Italy 
in 1981. Italian news agencies 
reported that Luca Greco 
Sji . becn . celebrating his 
birthday with friends in the 
village of Nocilia when he fell 

» narTOW mouth of 
tne well. They said a potholer 
reached the boy some 70 
U 1 ®**** underground and 

In $Ri d h -’ m l ° the surface - 

Ramni Vfn T ar_ ° ld Alfre *> 
Rampt fell down a well in 

Frascati near Rome and sur- 

rio V n o/r dayS 35 a suc ^- 
Jri" d °[ fir *me n and potholere 
tried in vain to reach him. 


3 die after 
frog fry-up 


MANILA (AFP) — Th ___, 
men died and iwo 
-rehospitahsed after Stine 

the 7 had caught 
and fned. Philippine neS? 
papers reported here Tues- 
day. The five men wL hf 
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